
   
 

  

IBORO 1 

 

W RI
    World Journal of Interactive Research (WJIR) Vol. 4, Issue 1, Oct/Dec., 2021. 

eISSN:2672-5665,  pISSN: 2672-5657       University of Uyo. 
 

Impact of Insurgency on the Religious and Political Life of Christian Communities in 

Central and Southern Senatorial Zones of Kaduna State, Nigeria 

 

Geoffrey Iliya, & Dr. Samson E. Mijah 

Christian Religious Studies Section 

Department of Arts and Social Science Education, 

Faculty of Education, 

Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria 

 

Abstract 

This study was conducted with the main goal of investigating the impact of insurgency on the 

religious and political life of Christian communities in central and southern senatorial zones of 

Kaduna State. A population of 3,298,049 was used for the study with a sample size of 950 

respondents taken from six local government areas across two senatorial zones of Kaduna State, 

Structured questionnaire was prepared, consisting of twenty-two items for the respondents to 

express their opinions which were distributed to the 950 respondents but only 929 representing 

96.7 were duly filled and used. The findings revealed that: religiously; insurgency hindered 

worshiper from having a comfortable atmosphere to conduct Sunday service and other religious 

activities. and widens the gap between Christians and Muslims and suspicion that exist between 

both religion Politically; it had made People lose hope in the government for their inability to 

protect them from attacks, led to accusations of the government sponsoring the insurgency, and 

the insurgents gain political control of some part they attack and settle there. The following were 

recommended: Kaduna State Government should give more attention to securing the life of 

people, develop new strategies of combating insecurity, and to listen to the cry of the people by 

providing relief material to the affected people, rebuild the schools. houses  and  worship  

centres that were  destroyed,  and  as  well  try  to  restore  peace permanently in the affected 

areas by making sure that the villages captured by the insurgents are restored to the indigenes. 

.  

Keywords: Insurgency, Religion, Politics, Christians, and Communities 

Introduction 

The challenges of insurgency are never new to the human race. The world is full of 

different challenges even from ancient times there have been series of wars, terrorism and 

insurgency in different societies. However, the activities of insurgency in the world have taken a 

different frontal stage in Politics and Religion. These unpleasant experiences come in different 

forms and vary from one society to the other. Most of this menace leaves an indelible mark of 

pains, sufferings, division, hatred, and poverty, in the lives of the victims. Most of these are 

caused by selfish interests, hatred, religious intolerance, ethnicity, and politics. Present 

discussions in Nigeria are almost inevitably filled with issues surrounding insecurity, militancy, 
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insurgency, and terrorism, due to their connection with economic, social, political, religious and 

tousle for power, with spiraling effects on regional and international relations. In a nation like 

Nigeria, Religion and Politics often go together and most of the violence in the past often comes 

in these two forms. Sanni (2011) explains that religion and politics are soul mates or bedfellows 

and the interaction between both creates positive and negative developments. While quoting 

Jacquard (2002) says that violence in the name of religion - of all religions -is as old as history. 

Insurgency, across and within religious and ethnic groups, have put Nigeria in the spotlight since 

the beginning of the new millennium. One of these is the Boko Haram insurgency which has 

claimed thousands of lives, and properties. This insurgency assumed both religious and political 

characteristics. 

 

Statement of the Problem 

Kaduna State has witnessed various types of violence since its inception. Politics and 

religion is the major root of these violent. However, Kaduna from its inception has never 

experience current challenges of kidnapping, guerrilla warfare, and terrorism, designed to 

weaken government control and to terrorize the people. This has caused so much damage in the 

state especially in central and southern part of Kaduna State. With the killings, kidnapping, 

guerrilla warfare, and terrorism going on in central and southern Kaduna, one may be tempted to 

say that the problem could be as a result of ethno-religious affiliation, which makes most of the 

attacks to be selective to Christian areas and the burning of Churches which could be said to be a 

form of jihad by the insurgent (armed herdsmen) who are believed to be Muslims. However, the 

armed herdsmen carrying out these attacks are mostly unknown herdsmen, who were said to 

have come from neighbouring countries such as Chad, Niger, and Cameroon.  

 

Conceptual Framework 

 The history of Nigeria from independence has never been free from issues related to 

violence, terrorism and insurgency. Insurgency is an organized movement seeking to replace or 

undermine all or part of the sovereignty of one or more constituted governments through the 

protracted use of subversion and armed conflict (Glenn, 2007). Insurgent activities include 

guerrilla warfare, terrorism, and political mobilization, propaganda, recruitment, front and covert 

party organization, and international activity are used, designed to weaken government control 

and legitimacy while increasing insurgent control and legitimacy (Mamman, 2017). Ewa (2018) 

view the term insurgency in three different ways as defined by three different bodies. First of 

this, is the political conception of the term by the United States which defines insurgency as "the 

organized use of subversion and violence to seize, nullify, or challenge political control of a 

region." Secondly is the international legal perspective, which he says that "insurgency is seen as 

a rebellion, carried out by rebels, who are not recognized as belligerents, against a constituted 

authority or state that has been recognized by the United Nations". Thirdly insurgency is seen as 
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"any guerrilla, terrorist, militant, revolutionary, or any other form of irregular warfare that does 

not follow the rules, laws, and conventions of war and is usually carried out against a state"'.  

 Although one of the aims of insurgency is to disintegrate a constituted authority through 

the use of violence, however, in most cases it is the masses at the grass-root that fall victim to the 

attacks. In some cases, the insurgent's target is even the masses for one ideological reason or the 

other. Abrahams, Ward, and Kennedy (2018) say that some of the ideologies behind the 

determinant of civilian targeting are religious and ethnic-nationalist beliefs which gravitate to 

civilian targets because they may view such violence as a theological imperative or otherwise 

have lower inhibitions about offending external constituencies. Probably, the religious or 

theological imperative may give a clear understanding of the different insurgency groups in the 

Middle East and the world at large; they target the masses especially those that oppose their 

beliefs. Some of these insurgent groups believe to be fighting to defend their faith or to spread 

their religious beliefs by forcing other people to believe the same through violence.  

Christian communities are communities predominantly dominated by Christians. Is a 

group of interacting people (Christians) living in a common location that is organized around 

common culture, values, beliefs, norms and is attributed with social cohesion within a shared 

geographical location, generally in social units larger than a family (Bartle, 2013). Christian 

community in some senses may not even have a physical location, but be defined by being a 

group of people with a common interest. It characterized by people that believe in Jesus Christ as 

their Lord and saviour. Ayers (2015) writes that the Christian community is a community that 

has full devotion to Jesus Christ and His cause, the anticipation of God’s supernatural work, a 

strong commitment to one another, generosity in meeting needs, laughter and fellowship, and a 

sense of shared destiny from God. Long (2018) asserts that an ideal Christian community (1 

Peter 3:8-12) is a community with “unity of mind”, “sympathy”, “brotherly love”,  “a tender 

heart” and “a humble mind”.  

Methodology 

The study adopted survey research design approach with a structured questionnaire as the 

main instrument for data collection. The questionnaire was face validated by experts in 

educational measurement and curriculum studies in terms of clarity of items, appropriateness of 

language used and relevance to the objectives of the study. Sample selection was carried out 

using simple random sampling procedure across 6 local Government Areas selected within the 

15 local Government Areas in central and southern senatorial zones of Kaduna state. The 

respondents comprised of all Christians within 18 years and above. A total of 950 respondents 

were selected. But 21 of the respondents could not return the copies issued to them. Data 

collected were analyzed with the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS), IBM version 

26. Statistical procedures used were basically descriptive. Decision on expressed opinion was 

based on a midpoint average of 2.50 
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Table 1: Opinions of Respondents on the Impact of Insurgency on the Religious life of 

Christians Communities in Central and Southern Senatorial zones of Kaduna state 

S/N Items MEAN STD 

1 Insurgency has led to the destruction of many Church 

buildings. 

3.53 .539 

2 Insurgency hindered worshipers from conducting 

Sunday service and other religious activities 

3.21 .558 

3 Insurgency makes many Christians to be indifferent     

about      Sunday  service preferring  to   stay  back  

at  home  on Sundays 

3.23 .843 

4 Insurgency weakens the Faith of many Christians.  3.28 .839 

5 Insurgency creates unity among many Christians  3.38 .878 

6 Insurgency creates    unity      among different 

denominations to protect against the insurgent. 

3.26 .626 

7 Insurgency widens the gap between Christians and 

Muslims and suspicion that exist between both 

religions. 

3.33 .540 

 Cumulative Mean 3.32 .689 

 Benchmark: Mean>2.5=Agree; Mean<2.5=Disagree 

 Table 1 shows the respondents' opinions on the Impact of Insurgency on the Religious 

life of Christians Communities in the Central and Southern Senatorial zones of Kaduna state. 

The cumulative mean responses of all the items is 3.32, which is greater than the benchmark 

mean of 2.50 with the standard deviation value of .689 implying that responses were noteworthy. 

Explicitly, the majority of the respondents' responses in the above table shows that Insurgency 

has led to the destruction of many Church buildings and the killing of Christians in the affected 

areas. This item attracted the highest mean response of 3.53 and standard deviation of .539, with 

details showing that 910 respondents agreed while 19 respondents disagreed with this. Item 5 

attracted the second’ highest level of acceptance, with a mean response of 3.38 and a standard 

deviation of .878, with details showing that 807 respondents agreed that Insurgency creates unity 

among many Christians, while 122 respondents disagreed with this view. Item 7 shows that 897 

respondents agreed that Insurgency widens the religious disunity and suspicious that exist 

between Christians and Muslims. 32 respondents disagreed with the view. From the responses of 
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the respondents, the item was rated by all the respondents with a mean score of 3.33 and a 

standard deviation of .540.  Item 2 shows the responses on Insurgency hindering worshipers from 

conducting Sunday services, night vigils, midweek services, and open-field crusade. From the 

responses of the respondents, the item was rated by all the respondents with a mean score of 3.21 

and a standard deviation of .558.  

The item shows that 867 respondents agreed that Insurgency hindered worshipers from 

conducting Sunday services, night vigils, midweek services, and open-field crusade, while 62 

were in disagreement with this view. Item 6 show the opinion of respondents on Insurgency 

resulted in unity among different denominations to protect and defend themselves. From the 

responses of the respondents, the item was rated by all the respondents with a mean score of 3.26 

and a standard deviation of .626, with details showing that 839 respondents agreed on the view 

that Insurgency creates unity among afferent denominations to protect and defend themselves, 

while 90 respondents disagreed. Item 3 show that 746 respondents agreed that Insurgency makes 

many Christians indifferent about Sunday service preferring to stay back at home on Sundays, 

while 183 respondents disagreed with the opinion. From the responses of the respondents, the 

item was rated by all the respondents with a mean score of 3.23 and a standard deviation of .843. 

In item 4, respondents of 740 agreed that Insurgency weakens faith of many Christians and 

pushing them to start looking for protection from fetish means rather than trusting God in all 

things, 189 were in disagreement with the view. From the responses of the respondents, the item 

was rated by all the respondents with a mean score of 3.20 and a standard deviation of .839. 

 

Results 

A total of 950 copies of the questionnaire were administered in six Local Government Areas 

spread across the two Senatorial Zones, in Kaduna State. Out of the 950 questionnaires 

administered, 929 were successfully retrieved and used for the study representing 97.8%. 

 

Table 2: Opinions of Respondents on the Impact of Insurgency on the political life of Christians 

Communities in Central and Southern Senatorial zones of Kaduna state 

S/N Items MEAN STD 

1 People's right     of    movements   is restricted   

through   the   declaration   of curfew by government to 

restored peace. 

3.38 .555 

2 The security  personals  deployed  by  government had 

defeated the Insurgents and restored peace 

2.40 .718 

3 People lose hope on the government for their   inability   

to   protect   them   from attacks and this leads to 

3.55 .496 
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accusation of the  government   of  sponsoring    the 

insurgency 

4 Government pays little attention on the security   

challenges   resulting   to   the prolonging   of the   

insurgency  in  the areas 

3.15 .458 

5 The insurgents gain political control of some part they 

attack and settle there 

3.37 .556 

 Cumulative Mean 3.18 .557 

 Benchmark: Mean>2.5=Agree; Mean<2.5=Disagree 

Table 2 shows the respondents' opinions on the impact of the insurgency on the political 

life of Christian communities in central and southern Senatorial zones of Kaduna state. The 

cumulative mean responses of all the items is 3.18 Which is greater than the benchmark mean of 

2.50 with the standard deviation value of .557 implying that responses were noteworthy, 

particularly, majority of the respondents shows the response on People lose hope in the 

.government for their inability to protect them from attacks and this leads to an accusation of the 

government of sponsoring the insurgency. From the responses of the respondents, the item was 

accepted by all the respondents as indicated by a mean score of 3.55 and a standard deviation of 

496. It also reveals that 922 respondents agreed with the view, while 7 respondents disagreed. 

The second majority of the respondents reveal that 897 respondents agreed, while 32 disagreed 

that the insurgents gain political control of some part they attack and settle there. From the 

responses of the respondents, the item was accepted by all the respondents as indicated by a 

mean score of 3.40 and a standard deviation of .099. Item 1 shows that 897respondents agreed 

that People's right of movements is restricted through the declaration of curfew by the 

government to restored peace, 32 respondents agreed with the view. From the responses of the 

respondents, the: item was rated by all the respondents with the mean score of 3.39 and a 

standard deviation of .555. Item 4 show the response on Government pays little attention to the 

security challenges resulting in the prolonging of the insurgency in the areas, with the level of 

mean acceptance score of 3.15 and standard deviation of .458. It also shows that 897 respondents 

agreed, while 32 respondents disagreed with the view. Item 2 reveals the response on the security 

personals deployed by the government had defeated the Insurgents and restored peace.  From the 

responses of the respondents, the item was rejected by all the respondents as indicated by a mean 

score of 2.40 and a standard deviation of, 718. The respondents disagreed with the opinion that 

the security personals deployed by the government had defeated the Insurgents and restored 

peace, with details showing that 370 respondents agreed, while 559 respondents disagreed with 

the view. This implies that the insurgency is not yet defeated by the security agents. 
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Discussion of the Findings 

 From the data collected for the study in relation to impact of insurgency on the religious 

and political life of Christians communities in the central and southern senatorial zones of 

Kaduna state. Religiously, the finding agreed with the view of Ndubuisi: 2018), where he 

observes that insurgency has adversely affected religious activities such as vigils, midweek 

services, Sunday services, and open-field crusade, particularly vigils. The insurgency has 

hindered some churches from conducting, their Sunday services because of the destruction of 

their worship centers, while some Churches in those areas affected are no longer have interest in 

rebuilding Churches in those areas but relocating to areas free of this violence which will reduce 

the numerical strength and number of the church. Also, Dachal (2015) also says that many 

Christians prefer to be at home with their families where they believe there are virtual peace and 

safety than to go to the Church when they know the Church is the target of the insurgents.  

This also led some Christians to denounce the faith because of persecutions. Insurgency 

attacks cause some Christians to doubt if God is indeed a protector as it is written in the Bible, 

making some start looking for protection from different sources rather than trusting God in all 

things. Ajibefun (2018) affirms that the insurgency has pitched Christians and Muslims against 

each other. Yahaya (2011) says that conflicts as well as the insurgency in Nigeria have become 

major boundaries
:
 that create divisions among people. Ethnicity and religion have also become 

potent tools for mobilization and manipulation in the country. They have been so manipulated 

that virtually all institutions in the public and private sectors have been polarized along ethnic 

and religious lines. 

Politically, the findings agreed with the view of Ndubuisi (2018), he said that insurgency 

in Nigeria has posed serious security challenges to Nigeria in the sense that people were been 

denied the choice of exercising their freedom of movement and political right, especially during 

election due to fear of attack from members of the insurgent. Insurgency affects the 

performances of government and the delivery of the dividends of democracy to the people in the 

affected areas. It stops Public assemblage from the areas frequently tricked, which affected many 

political activities. Many political leaders found it difficult to fulfill their campaign promises to 

the people. Also, Dachal (2015) view was in line with the finding when he said that people tend 

to lose hope in the government for their inability to protect its citizen from attacks and this could 

as well lead to the wrong accusation of the government sponsoring the insurgency. The 

herdsmen killing led many Christian to accuse the government of sitting the herders over the 

Christian victims. 

Conclusion 

Based on the findings of this study, the researcher made the following conclusions: 
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As a result of insurgency, syncretism is now the way out to many Christians in Central and 

Southern Senatorial zones of Kaduna State. Many Christians are holding onto the African 

traditional religion for protection and at the same time professing to be Christians. However, it 

also made many Christians trust completely on God for help and protection. The insurgency has 

weakened denominationalism; it makes different denomination speak as one body of Christ and 

protect the Christian communities irrespective of one's denomination. 

  Politically, People lose hope in the government for their inability to protect them from 

attacks and this leads to an accusation of the government of sponsoring the insurgency, 

Government pays little attention to the security challenges resulting in the prolonging of the 

insurgency in the areas, as a result making the insurgents gain political control of some part they 

attack and settle there. 

 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings of this study, the researcher made the following recommendations; 

1. Christians should hold firm to the teaching of the Bible and rely completely on God for 

help and protection, as well pray for grace and strength in the time of persecutions and 

know that God has not abandoned His people. 

2. Kaduna State Government should encourage insurgency prone communities to put in 

place vigilante groups to checkmate the inflow of perpetrators and also serve as 

informants to security agents in the State. The government should established ingenious 

police because they will know precisely where the attacks are coming from, the modus 

operandi of the attackers and their hiding places. 

3. Kaduna State Government should collaborate with traditional rulers, community and 

religious leaders because they know their environment better. This will help in the fight 

against the insurgency. 

4. Kaduna State Government should give more attention to securing the life of people, 

develop new strategies of combating insecurity, and to listen to the cry of the people by 

providing relief material to the affected people, rebuild the schools. houses  and  worship  

centres that were  destroyed,  and  as  well  try  to  restore  peace permanently in the 

affected areas by making sure that the villages captured by the insurgents are restored to 

the indigenes. 
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