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Abstract
Nigeria that was horribly put together by the colonial master without considering her differences
in the area of culture, language, religion, tribe and many others has been facing many
challenges that is almost tearing the nation apart, as a result there is need for national
integration of different tribes that are looking at themselves as individual entities. This paper
therefore looked into how national integration in Nigeria could be promoted through culture.
The concept of integration and national integration were examined, factors that cause
disintegration in the nation Nigeria were looked into and various roles play by previous
administration to unifying the nation Nigeria was also examined. The paper recommends the
following among others as a way forward toward integration of this nation; that Nigerian should
begin to see themselves as one instead of seen themselves as northerners, southerners, easterners
among others. Government at federal, state and local level should identify cultural values in the
locality that can be used to foster integration; Cultural exchange among students of tertiary
institutions should be encouraged.
Keywords: Culture, Religion, Politics, Integration, Tertiary institution
Introduction
Nigeria is a multi-cultural nation in which there are various tribes that were amalgamated
together in 1914 by the Colonial Masters to form the country named Nigeria. Before the
amalgamation in 1914, there was the Northern protectorate and the Southern protectorate.
Wikipedia (2019) state that Northern Nigeria was a British protectorate which lasted from 1900
until 1914 and covered the northern part of what is now Nigeria. the capital city of Northern
protectorate was Zungeru. The language that was widely spoken were English (official), Hausa,
Arabic, Yoruba, Fulani and Kanuri. The nature of their governance was monarch which the
major religion in that part of protectorate were Islam, Christianity, and African traditional
religion. The first High Commissioner of the protectorate was Sir Fredrick Lugard.
Also, Southern Nigeria was a British protectorate in the coastal areas of modern-day
Nigeria from 1900 by the Royal Niger Company below Lokoja on the Niger River (Wikipedia,
2019). The administrative capital was Lagos. The common languages spoken were English
(official), Yoruba, Igbo, Ibibio, Edo and Ijaw. The religion of practice were Christianity, Islam
and African traditional religion, while the mode of the governance was monarch. According to
Barken, Gboyega and Stevens (2001), the process of unification was undermined by the
persistence of difference regional perspectives on the governance between the Northern and
Southern provinces and by Nigerian nationalists in Lagos.
The differences that were recognized before the amalgamation in 1914 are still persisting
in the modern day Nigeria, no government has been able to identify the problem of unification
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till date. People are now talking of diversity in culture. If the cultural issues are not properly
address by the various tiers of government, Nigerian may disintegrate. For Nigeria to be a strong
and united nation is the reasons for this research work ‘culture as a tool for national Integration
in Nigeria
Culture is of two ways. Material culture and Non-material culture. But culture is more
than that. Otile and Ogionwo (1990) defines couture as the complex whole of man’s acquisition
of knowledge, inwards beliefs, arts, custom, technology, traditions, skills and so on. Zimmerman
(2017) defines culture as the characteristics and knowledge of a particular group of people,
encompassing language, religion, cuisine, social habits, music and arts. Zimmerman (2017)
stated further that ‘culture appears to have become a key that connected the whole world, which
is made up of so many ethnically diverse societies, but also riddled by conflicts associated with
religion, ethnicity, ethnical beliefs and essentially, the elements which make up culture. The
above definition identified the basic problem facing Nigerian in her cultural diversity.
Banks (2012) defines cultural consciousness as the process of developing awareness of
culture in the self, which can result in expanding understanding of culture and developing deeper
cultural knowledge about other individual and context. From the above, it can be translated as
‘shared culture\. Shared culture are attitudes, values beliefs, behaviours that are normal and
accepted in the society, goals and practices of an organizations, institutions or groups. To
develop a cultural consciousness and individual is to assimilate the culture of his immediate
environment and put such into practice unconsciously.
In Nigeria, there are different cultural groups; they are Hausas which are the largest
ethnic group and makes up 25% of the Nigerian population. Despite being the main players in
the Nigerian politics, their main occupation is farming, trading and cattle rearing (Silas, 2018).
The Yoruba’s are ethnic group that constitutes 21% of the Nigerian population making them the
second largest group, the Igbo that are 18% are located in the Southern part of Nigeria they are
mainly traders although some of them engage in handwork and formal education. The Ijaw are in
the Delta area of Nigeria, they can be found in states like Edo, Bayelsa and Rivers Their lands
are known to be extremely rich in oil leading to oil explorations which have left their land
ecologically unsafe. The primary source of livelihood of the local people is fishing and farming.
The Kanuri, they are located mainly in Maiduguri and Niger State. Their fashion bears
resemblance with that of the Hausas with their women often dressed up with colorful scarf or
turbans with black painted lips, hence designs and jewelry. The Ibibio numbers rankly about 4%
of the population of Nigeria. Their location is in Akwa Ibom. Their main occupation is farming
for those in the highland and fishing for those in the riverine areas. The Tiv have complex,
unique and fascinating culture. They are found in Benue State, their main source of livelihood is
agricultural produce. They take up of 2.5% of the population. The Fulani, they are of small group
occupying most of the Hausa States. They are nomadic in nature, the Itsekiri are ethic group
located at the Niger-Delta. They spread across states like Edo, Delta and Ondo, they are mostly
traders and fishermen. The Igala are located at Kogi State, their man occupation is farming. The
Idoma have values and preserved their tradition and culture. Efik people are found in Cross River
State. Their culture is manifested through the ‘Ekombi dance’ (Silars, 2018).
These culture differences that exhibited by different ethnic groups in Nigeria is now
tearing the country apart. The country is now polarized on all fronts to the extent that people are
now suspecting one other. No wonder, some sections of the country are now clamoring for
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restructuring of the nation in terms of the economy. Some are saying let practice true federalism
where each region would be self-independent. Evidences of all these agitations are abound where
some section are been marginalized in term of sharing the national wealth. Ethnocentrisin is seen
all over the land, hence there is need for national integration.
Integration
Opinion differs when talking of integration. Oxford advanced Learner’s Dictionary, New
9th Edition defines integrations as the act or process of mixing people who have previously been
separated, usually because of colour, race, religion etc. Abhishek (2019) stated that national
integration is the feeling of togetherness or oneness towards one’s own country irrespective of
their individual differences with regard to religion, region, race, culture or caste. Abhishek
(2019) went further to say that national integration is not only about national spirit, it involves a
feeling that brings people from all areas irrespective of their dialects. From my own perspective
national integration is a process in which all the segment of the nation will come together by
forgetting each other culture, religion tribe and dialects purposely to build a united nation where
every member will see himself as his brother keeper and it is now that we should imbibe the
spirit of national integration. It is not over statement to say since the amalgamation of the
northern and southern protectorates, Nigeria has not been united due to some factors such as
religion, culture, politics and egotism.
Religion to some people, it is the belief a person has in the supreme being according to
one’s faith. Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, New 9th Edition defines religion as the belief
in the existence of a god of gods, and the activation that are connected with the worship of them,
or in the teaching of a spiritual leader. Religion according to Karl Max is an opium of the people.
Karl Max sees religion as one of those institutions which are dependent upon the materials and
economic realities in a given society. Opium is a medical word that mean a depressant drug,
which slow down the messages travelling between your brain and body (aDF, 2019). It seen the
way the different religions group assimilate the teaching of their spiritual leaders through gradual
process in assimilation and digesting of the facts been taught, hence the view of Karl Max on
religion. This can be seen in the extreme, religion intolerance clearly seen in the land of Nigeria.
Religious violence has been unleashed on many innocent citizens of this country, one wonders if
Nigeria is truly a secular country which gives room for religious freedom (Ojo, 2017). Religious
fanatic believes strongly that his religion is unquestionably and superior to other religions.
History noted that since the days of Tafawa Balewa in 1953 to date Nigeria has been
witnessing one religious riot or the other. In 1980s the death of Mohammed Marwa (Maitatsine)
brought serious outbreaks between Christian and Muslims in Kafanchan in Kaduna State. In
1991, the German evangelist Reinhard Bonnke attempted a crusade in Kano, causing a religious
riot leading to the deaths of many people. In 2001, there was religious riot between Christian
and Muslim in Jos about the appointment of a Muslim Politician as local coordinator to poverty.
The riot spread to Kano and over 100 people were killed in October 2001 Boko Haran has
unleashed jihad on Nigeria fighting Nigeria armed forces and sacking villages. They have
massacre may Christians and others perceived as enemies of Islam since the year 2001 to date
(Wikipedia, 2019).
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Politics: This is the act of governance where interested members of the society engage in one
politicking or the other. Rod and Martin (2013) defines politics as a set of activities associated
with the governance of a country or an area. It involves making decision that applies to members
of a group. This also can be referred to exercising position of authority in a group. The major aim
of those in politics is to possess power in the group and if possible to improve the social status in
the society they belong to. These types of people are referred to as politicians. In Nigeria an
average politician is not trust worthy. Before assuming the position of authority they would
promise to better the lives of the populace, but unfortunate when assuming the position they start
doing otherwise. No wonder majority of the state governors in Nigeria refuse to pay workers’
salaries as when due because they wanted to be super-rich before leaving the office. Also,
Nigeria politics is so dirty that politicians always blackmail one another, washing their dirty line
with in the public glare of the citizens. Those section of the country that the president and the
vice president does not belong to them will start agitating for balancing in power or else they will
be talking of marginalization. This always brings about disunity in the country. One section of
the country will begin to suspect the others.
Egoism: This is when someone always believe in himself that there is no any other person
except himself. Vocabulary com dictionary (2019) states that egoist is someone who is full of
himself and doesn’t give a damn about other people. Egoism has a lot to do with selfishness. The
economy system of Nigeria gives room for egoism in which the few rich people see themselves
as the alpha and omega of the poor makes, and these poor masses are looking unto the few rich
people for their economic survival.
Culture: Nigeria is a society characterize by cultural pluralism. This cultural pluralism can be
easily observed in linguistic and religious diversity. The cultural diversity in Nigeria affected her
growth and development. The Nigeria people do not see themselves as one indivisible entity but
the culture affiliation in which they belong to. For Nigeria to be a true nation and fulfilled the
dreams of the founding fathers there must be cultural integration across the tertiary institutions in
Nigeria. Tertiary institutions are those post-secondary schools such as colleges of Education,
The Polytechnics and the Universities. In the tertiary institutions students are admitted through
quota system purposely for every geopolitical zone to be represented.
Cultural Integration
This is exchange of cultural beliefs by those who come together from different cultural
group. Khan (2016) defines cultural integration as a form of cultural exchange in which one
group assumes the beliefs, practices and rituals of another group without sacrificing the
characteristics of its own culture. This method of integration can be easily achieved by
introducing cultural foods, cultural beliefs and cultural arts to the young ones in their different
tertiary institutions.
Cultural foods are goods that are particular to some section of the country; this can be
seen in the ingredients used in preparing such a food, the production and the distribution of food.
In Yorubaland their major stable food is pounded yam and Amala. Among the Hausas and
Fulanis, their own stable food is “Tuwo’ and ‘Fura de-nunu’ and among the Igbo it is Gari. If the
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government can catch these children young in their different institutions through these, love can
be easily built in them towards those outside their ethnic group.
Cultural beliefs: since individuals were born and nurtured in different places their cultural
beliefs will be different. The thinking and the way each ethnic behave is different. Among the
Hausas and Fulanis when taking meal people of different socio-economics status come together
and eat in the same plate, no discrimination.
Movement of Disables: Disables work freely on major roads without any molestation unlike
Yoruba land and Igbo land. When students in tertiary institutions are integrated they can
appreciates one another culture better and through such ways there is going to be peace and
people will not be suspecting one another. Everyone will see themselves as Nigerian.
Cultural arts: There is diversity in the cultural arts of Nigeria people and these reflect in
the behaviour of the young ones. Cultural arts such as music, art work, drama and dance can be
used to integrate the young ones in their different tertiary institutions. According to Anthony
(2016) Nigeria is one of the lovers of music. There are differences music in Nigeria such as afro
beat, afropop, afrohiphop, juju music, reggae, raga, hip hop, jazz, techno rock, gospel or the
folklore. All these are fun, the youth derive minimum joy from which if introduce the youth will
enjoy themselves and see themselves as a true Nigeria. The art work of the different geopolitical
zone can also be used. The artifacts and the paints works can be placed in their different hostel to
be appreciated. Drama and dance always show case the differences in culture. Like egungun
festival in Yorubaland, the festival is usually an annual celebration perform in specific month
according to culture and the tradition of the locals. There are others specifically use during war.
These categories are very dangerous. In general, the festival is believed to help foster unity
among the locals.
Also, the Argungu fishing festival is annual events among the locals that attract people
from the different part of the country even; foreigners that are familiar with the festival do
attend. According to Wikipedia (2019), the Argungu dance festival is an annual four-day festival
in Kebbi State of Nigeria. the festival began in the year 1934 as a mark of the end of the e
centuries-old hostility between the Sokoto caliphate and the kebbi kingdom. In the final day of
the festival a competition is held in which thousands of men line up alogn the river and at the
sound of a gunshot, all of them jump into the river and have an hour to catch the largest-fish,
competitors are only allowed to use traditional fishing tools and many prefer to catch fish
entirely by hand to demonstrate their prowess (Wikipedia, 2019).
New Yam festival of the Igbo people is an annual cultural festival by the Igbo people
held at the end of the raining season (Wikipedia, 2019). Yam is a popular stable food among the
Igbo. When yam festival is been celebrated its features the Igbo cultural activities in the form of
contemporary shows, masquerade, dances and fashion parades. Though the style and methods
may differ from one community to the next, the essential components that make up the festival
remain the same (Hometown, 2019). This festival attracts people from different works of life, the
celebration depicting the prominence of yam in the social cultural life of Igbo people.
Furthermore, campus politics can be used as a tool for national integration in Nigeria
tertiary institutions when the management and every stakeholder of tertiary institutions allow for
all-inclusiveness in campus politics whereby students from different parts of cultural diversity
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are allow to contest for one post or the other during the selection for the members of students
representative council (SUG). If it takes place in the atmosphere of peace without meddling in
the process of the election by the stakeholders, this may serve as a platform for national
integration.
Also, the main religion in Nigeria context is Christianity, Islam and Traditional. NUC
which is the body governing Tertiary institutions should endeavour to incorporate these religion
beliefs in their general studies curriculum. Through this every students will have the knowledge
of other religion outside his/her over religion and students will try to appreciate other people
belief and there will be zero level of religion intolerance among the students.
Tertiary institutions should return to the post-independence even where students in the
tertiary institutions were been served more a less free meal. Students should be allowed to have
access to some basic amenities such as food, shelter, clothing and library irrespective of their
socioeconomic background. In other words, all the students should be eating the same type of
food, sleeping in the same dormitory, wearing the same cloth and visiting the same library, this
will allow them to have the same thinking and the issue of national integration will be at ease for
the government.
Tertiary Institution
Tertiary institutions in Nigeria are the post-secondary education. Such institutions are
Colleges of Education, the Polytechnics, the Nursing schools, the Universities and others that
give admission to students after the completion of their secondary education. In tertiary
institutions it is the believe that students in this type of institutions are of mature mind. If
students in tertiary institutions are properly guided it is the nation that will enjoy their input. That
is why in most of the private tertiary institutions in Nigeria the management of such institutions
are giving the students dressing code, like what John Locke said that the mind of a child is like
tabularazer whatever is written there is what that child is going to carry about so it is better for
the government to make use of this medium to integrate the students for better Nigeria by
introducing culture as a compulsory course to be taking by students in Nigeria tertiary
institutions.
Conclusion
There is a cultural diversity in Nigeria due to different ethnic groups that make up the
nation, Nigeria, cultural diversity, the quality of diverse or different cultures. diversity refers to
the attribute that people use to confirm themselves with respect to others. Such factors include
demographic as well as values and cultural norms. Most values and cultural norms are rich in
intellectual which can cement unity among the diverse people of Nigeria. From the festivities of
the different ethnic group, in the above discourse if the government at the various level can key
into it, surely there would be peace and unity among the various ethnic group in Nigeria.
Suggestions
Based on the discussion above the following recommendations is hereby made;
1. Nigerians should start seeing themselves as Nigerian not as a northerner, easterner or
westerner.
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2. Government at Federal, State and Local level should identify the cultural values and
norms in the locality that they can use to foster unity among their locals.
3. The curriculum in our tertiary institution should give room for cultural exchange
among the students of tertiary institutions in Nigeria.
4. Federal government should take it upon herself to sponsor cultural exchange among the
students of tertiary institution through the management of the various institutions; and
5. The issue of quota system in admission should adhere to among the federal institution
that the six geographical zone would be well represented for easy social and cultural
integration in the tertiary institution.
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Abstract
The Nigerian Environment is littered with unnecessary waste that consist problems to mankind.
This paper is aimed at explaining Arts, Textiles, Entrepreneurial, Design and pattern, fibre
conversion, fibre test, element and principles of Design. Textile Designer as an entrepreneurial
and all what waste to wealth is all about. Environmental related issues which entail the
application of Art and Textiles Technology to enhance sustainable environment, promote selfreliance, create employment and wealth creation itself. The by-products of human activities
which are generated from within the environmental waste, to achieved, attend, amend, repairs,
adjustable, reconstructable, fabricated, regenerate to useful products. This paper reveals
entrepreneurship, how it is fitted properly to Arts, Textiles and it extend further to reveal the
different waste products and how they are converted into finished dynamic products sought after
for their usefulness in the society. Therefore, it has come to deem light that assorted waste
materials through modern technology are and can be converted into modern and reliable
products.
Keywords: Arts, Textiles, Entrepreneurial, Environmental waste, wealth.
Introduction
Nigeria, the giant of Africa is blessed with abundant of natural resources, which are
endowed with ecological and cultural resources. The country possesses warm climate, beaches,
landscape, rivers, hills, mountains and evergreen vegetation.
According to Jones (2008) the country in the North has Savannah grassland overshadowed by
alluring land forms, while in the South, warm Sunny climate, fascinating unique vegetation.
Udoh (2015) opines that Nigerians upon all the natural blessing gotten, managed to acquire,
stood ground on their different states, cultural heritage, localities, language diversities, assorted
manner of dressing, dynamic charisma and the prominent dos or donts circulating round the
different localities, their particular life style, involving both men and women, food acquired and
their eating styles in communities depict the different traditional set up cult personality and
carriage. Human beings everywhere in 21st century know the value of clothing and Nigerian are
not left behind in the fashion line (peters 2014).
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According to Mbelu (2005) the developments of textile industries have been one of the
greatest factors in the civilization of mankind. Okeke (2002) notes that the textile industry in all
its ramification is one of the oldest industries in Nigeria and in the world generally. Moreover, in
Gen 37, coverage was first brought into existence by Adam and Eve using leaves to cover their
nakedness. However, in the context of education as means of achieving the objectives and policies
for art and technology, in schools for art and technology, in school system will strategize students
who are arts incline to experiment in diverse art activities of which textiles is not left behind. Art
tradition is one of the elements of culture normally developed and sustained overtime, as a creative
designer response to the challenges of life (Precious 2011). Eyefoki (2018) asserts that Nigeria is the
most populous African country of 374 ethnic groups with its cultural diversity, it has a considerable
number of admirable art expressions both ancient and modern. Nigeria is reputed worldwide for its
good artistic wealth as reflected in both material and non-material cultural of its people.
The Concept of Art
Art, according to Tom (2019) is the creation, expression of what is beautiful, pleasing, a copy
right to nature especially in visual form. No matter how bad an art work is, it cannot be term as
completely bad, ugly, out of place. Eyefoki (2015) asserts that no art work is completely bad, there
must be an element of beauty in it no matter what. Peters (2014) spells out that works of art are
creativity done by man as contrast to that which is natural. Okonofua (2000) sees art as a product of
man’s imagination as ingenuity born out of purposeful creation, an outward expression of inner
craving, a means of communicative expression, achieved through visual interpretation or through
dramatization of human experiences. Moreso, from cultural perspective, traditional Nigerian art was
closely intentioned with religion, societal beliefs and events, thus, art and cultural activities were
closely interwoven with the social life of the people. According to Kukoyi (2013) art is a vast and
diverse field of endeavor. It exists in the realm of practice as subject and profession, while, it also
exists as manner or dexterity of performance. For example, there is an art of oratory, while there is an
art of carving. Moveover, subjects in the area of humanities are also labeled as arts, hence there are
different and sometimes conflicting opinions resulting from search of knowledge about art.
Notwithstanding, attempt to give a concise or an all-encompassing definition of all areas of art will
most likely leave out some areas or at best be bogus.
Egonwa (2011) regards art as the simulation of experience in forms and images and that it is
the result of the manipulative skill applied by man, usually a gifted person, to express an idea in a
chosen medium. Banjoko (2000) outlined sets of definitions which include, self-expression of inner
feelings, act of making skillful use of materials to produce things, visual and non-visual
representations of things, universal language of expression.
Kukoyi (2013) exclaims that art can be described as self-expression of man in his cultural
and natural environment through the use of some materials, skills and techniques, methods to
produce various works of utility, beautification, aesthetics and self-satisfaction. Ogumor (2005)
defines art generally as, a way of life it has the power of doing anything, it means any skill, trade,
craft or acquired expertise. Art is the skilled manipulation of tools and materials to create a pleasing
sensation of object of aesthetics in the eye of the beholder. Art serves many functions and has many
values to the society, it is a universal language and a means of communication through illustrations.
It is intricately tied to man’s cultural and technological advancement. However, as a vocation, it
provides means of livelihood and career opportunities. Art develops our creativity by engaging in
three domains of learning, they are as follows; cognitive domains (acquiring knowledge by the use of
reasoning), Psychomotor (bodily movement triggered by mental activity and Affective
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domain (emotional expression and feelings). Also, art as a name given to all creative and
skilled activities is broadly divided into two main parts. They are visual art and nonvisual art.
(a)
Visual Art:- The traditional definition and categorization of visual art refers to
aspects of art whose products are able to be seen or noticed. However, the Visual
Art is divided into two parts namely; Fine Art and Applied/ Industrial Art.
1. Fine Art:- In the aspect of Fine Arts, it involves drawing, painting and sculpture. The
Fine Arts are so called because traditionally, their function was confined to the area of
aesthetic appreciation only. They have no functional applications.
2. Applied/Industrial Art:- In this one aspect, the involvement include, ceramics,
textiles, furniture design, graphics industrial design, interior design and photography
Applied arts are so called because their function goes beyond aesthetics to functional
applications.
(b)
Non-visual Art:- Non-visual art are those products which cannot be appreciated only with
the naked eyes, they are mainly for entertainment and recreation. The non-visual art can also
be divided into two different groups which are; (1) performing Art (2) Literary Art.
(1) Performing Art:- performing art includes dance, drama, music and comedy.
(2) Literary Art:- Literary art involves all forms of folklore, journalism, literature, poetry and
writings.
Art

Visual Arts

Non-visual Arts

Fine Art

Applied Industrial Art

Drawing

Ceramics

Painting

Furniture Design

Sculpture

Graphic

Interior Design
Photography
Textiles

Performing Art

Literacy Art

Dance

Folklore

Music

Journalism

Comedy

Literature
Poetry
Writings

Fashion
Clothing Technology

Table 1: Placement of Visual and non-visual Arts.
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Nigerian Contemporary Artists and Cultural Expression
Okonofua (2000) opines that the creative ability of any people reflects itself in their arts
and crafts. Nigeria is richly endowed with creativity. The long history of artistic tradition and
products expresses established culture and presents Nigerians as artistic people.

Ibo dance headdress

Benin Bonze Sculpture

Court of Benin

Ibo dance headdress
Plate 1: Ancient Art works
However, todays contemporary Nigerian artists have come into new age methods of
propagating and the ability of preserving her rich culture. Udoh (2015) is of the view that in
contemporary Nigerian societies when cultures and identities are gradually eroded by western
influences, in languages, dressing, marriages, folklores, customs and traditional practices.
Notwithstanding, Akwa Ibom’s cultural heritage has commendably defied extinction. According
to Sambo (2017) the beautiful natural planning of houses in Akwa Ibom is dotted with clusters of
Urban splendor where an aerial landscape of rusty corrugated roofs is progressively giving way
to scenic architectural masterpieces interspaced with beautiful intra-city roads.
Also, for accessibility, despite its location at the southernmost extremity of the country,
Akwa Ibom is easily accessible from most parts of the state by air, water and land which means
one can fly by plane, use boat, drive by cars to any part. Moreso, considering Art and crafts, Ikot
Ekpene is known as the “Raffia City, for personalizing raffia, Mbo and other coastal areas are
awash with boat makers and fishing – net makers, while wood carvers, weavers, potters,
sculptors, blacksmiths and other craft men are visible in both Urban and rural areas.

Natural Resources and it’s Ecology
Eyefoki (2015) asserts that over 7,014 square kilometers of land known as Akwa Ibom
and its surrounding waters is endowed with a wide variety of agriculture, petroleum, mineral,
marine and wildlife resources, all evident of nature’s benevolence to a great land of God and the
great people of Abasi Ibom State. Jones (2018) opines that Akwa Ibom is blessed with abundant
of natural sights. Itu is Hollywood-in-the making as it provides a perfect epic movie location.
Other sights include the mysterious blue and white river “Edem Idim”, whose blue and white
bodies never mix in. Ukanafun, Usaka forest in Obot Akara as well as the many waterfronts,
beaches in Eket, Oron, Ibeno, Adadia, Nwaniba and Uta Ewa beaches when seeking that
refreshing waterside experience.
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Bob (2011) view that if you want to hang out with friends over a few drinks, chew fish,
suya, isiewu, nkwobi and snails while seeing all the goodness, beauty of God, you are in for a
bigger dilemma because places like Amazon Resort, Afe Ndia, are there for you but if you prefer
it out in the open, there are places like Eni Garden, Millennium Park, Regis Bar, G-park, are your
choice destinations. Williams (2000) views that whichever entrance through which one enter
Akwa Ibom State, hospitality is in the air, whether for business or pleasure, you are guaranteed to be
spoilt, secured and housed in one of the many luxury accommodations available. Sambo (2017)
opines that Akwa Ibom State is not a ‘home away from home’ but it is completely home with
comfort all that is needed. The state is dotted with a plethora of choice locations for that home feel or
a bed time; Monty suites, Madelyn hotel, Francines place, De Castle hotel, Rosemohar hotel, Venue
hotel, and suites, Entry Point hotel, Georgetown hotel, Eemjim hotel, Resort Christian centre, Davok
suite, Villa Marina hotel, Four-points Sheraton at Ikot Ekpene, Ibom Tropicana, Le Meridian Ibom
hotel and Golf Resort in Uran to mention but a few.
Relaxation and Recreation in Akwa Ibom State
Peters (2014) asserts that Akwa Ibom is the home of natural drinks like palm wines, they
supply alcoholic and non-alcoholic, beverages, complementing with good delicacies such as fish
(point and kill), goat, bush meat, cow meat and snail. Also, the cultural dance situation in Akwa
Ibom State is more like an institution, not just a form of recreation, talented dancers exploiting every
opportunity.
In Cuisine; the state stands out for an impressively enormous cuisine, completely blessed
with various delicacies especially soups and a long lists of highly nourishing local delicacies.
However, the motivational call from the state governor, Mr. Udom Emmanuel to the people of Akwa
Ibom State is for epitomized integrity, hard work, and excellence in the lives they lead. The governor
stressed for more ability to arise and cultivate inherent array of skills, talent for personal, collective
survival and success. Ubong (2018) is of the view that the Dakkada syndrome drums is calling all the
Akwa Ibom people to arise, create, use their God given hands, explore, sale, think ahead, control
situations and put aside laziness. This paper, also, drums, speaks, voice out on how to use wasted
materials, condemned cans, rubbers, and others to create super art works sought after and demanded
by all who come in contact.
The Concept of Textile
According to Mbelu (2005) textile has been one of the greatest factors in establishing
industries for the people due to civilization of mankind. Okeke (2002) adds that textile industry in all
its ramifications is one of the oldest industry in Nigeria and in the world generally. Akpan (2014) is
of the opinion that textile can be woven, knitted, printed, tufted, tie dye, batik, textile design (Paper
work) and finally applique techniques which are applied to the surface of (material) wear to bring out
beauty, uniqueness and perfection. According to Kukoyi (2013), textile is the basis for evaluation and
appreciation, is an aspect of applied art that can be seen as beauty in its intrinsic property of the
human eye and brain, hence it lies in the eye of the beholder. Today, textile is broad and application
to every home, offices, automobiles and almost every aspect of human endeavor. Textile is that
aspect of art that employ design patterns and construct fibres for the production of fabrics of all sorts
either for body adornment and home applications. It basically consists of two major undertakings
which are design and weaving of fabrics. However, from the above classification and branches of art,
textile obviously is an applied or industrial design, interior and photography. Though, the term textile
originally refers to woven fabric, it is now applied to everything manufactured from fibres, filaments,
yarns, natural or man-made and obtained by interlocking. For example, threads, cords, ropes, braids,
editor@benchmarkjournals.com
13 www.benchmarkjournal.com

Vol. 7, Issue 1, April-June, 2021. ISSN: p2536-748x, e-2563-7498

lace, embroidery, nets-fabrics, cloths made by weaving, knitting, crocheting, felting, laminating,
bonding and tufting are textiles. Also, the word textile was derived from the latin verb-texere wingate
1973. Textile is described as an act of fabric production and decoration. They are fabrics or fibres
from which fabrics are made. Textile can also be described as a two dimensional art. Textile also
involves wrapper designing on paper, tie-dye, batik and printing.

Tie dye - by Jessica

Batik by Roseline

Printing by Roseline

Applique,
courtesy
internet

Paperwork by
Precious

Plate2: Creativities done by hand.
Textile Design
Textile Design is the process of creating designs, patterns and structures for knitted,
woven, non-woven or embellishment of fabrics. Textile designing involves producing patterns
for cloth used in clothing materials, house-hold textiles and decorative textiles. Some designs are
created on machines in large quantities while others use traditional techniques like embroidery,
tie and dye, batik, printing, paper design to produce short length of textile (Kukoyi 2013).
Textile Designer
Textile designers are those who create two dimensional designs that can be used, often as
a repeat design in the production of knitted, woven and printed fabrics or textile products. A
textile designer is responsible for the creation and development of the design or pattern which
are woven, knitted, tie-dyed, printed, applying of applique technique on to fabric (Kukoyi 2013)
Textile designers may work in associated industry function, for example, designing
wrapping paper, and packaging. Most textile designers are self-employed while others work as
part of a design team. Kukuyi (2013) adds that working in industrial and non-industrial locations,
they often specialize, work in a specialist context within the textile industry. However, the three
major fields are; (a) interior (b) fabrics (c) printed
(a) Interior:- These involves productions of upholstery, fabrics, soft furnishing,
cotton/window blinds, bed spring, puff (throw pillows) and carpets.
(b) Fabrics:- These are textile for clothing and accessories, it involves woven, knitted, tie
dye, batik, applique, carpet weaving, tuften and so on.
(c) Printed:- There are paper based products where the design are first drawn, printed on
papers, and sample materials.
According to Udoh (2015) the development of the textile industries had been one of the
greatest factors in civilization. The modern woman owes a debt to her primitive counterpart,
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because until machinery was invented, she held the textile industries in her hand. The need for
food, clothing and shelter caused the early inhabitants of the earth to use the materials spread
about them by nature to supply their needs. However, branches of trees were interlaced to cover
floors of rocky caves, to make a shelter above the entrance; or defense out of it. They also used
animal skins for many purposes; they used it for shelter by throwing it on top of interwoven
branches. They also spread it on the floor, wore it about the body, dried or cut it into strips with
sharp stones, used it for binders and for decorations. Also, textile is any filament, fiber of yarn
that can be made into fabric of cloth and the resulting materials itself. Mbelu (2005) went on to
expatriate that the word textile is derived from the latin word textile and the French texture
meaning, to weave. Originally it was referred to only woven fabrics but now it includes knitted,
Appliqued, felted and tufted fabrics as well. The fundamental raw materials used in textile
production are fibres either from natural source, for instance, wool from sheer, cotton from
vegetable fibres or those produced from chemical substances.
Fibre classifications are as follows: (a) Natural fibres (b) man-made fibres, (manufacture,
artificial fibres).
Textile fibres are classified into two main classes of natural fibres and manufactured
fibres or man-made or synthetic fibres
Table 2: Classification of fibre
The following table summarizes the general classification of fibres.
Natural fabres
Manufactured or man-made fabres
Animal
Vegetable
Mineral
Cellulosic base
Non-Cellulosic base
Silk

Cotton

Wool
Hair

Linen
Ramie
Jute, hemp,
Paper Rush straw
Coir, kapok, sisal

.

Asbestos

Rayon, modified fibres

Nylon, Acrylic,

Acetate and
modified fibres

Mod-acrylic,
polyester, Spandex,
Anidex, Vinyon,
Saran, Nytril, Vinal,
Olefin, Synthetic
rubber-based fibres,
Metallic-based fibres,
Glass, Protein based
fibre

Source: Kukoyi 2012

Textiles are evaluated for strength, fineness, length, elasticity, heat light and ability to withstand
laundering or dry cleaning.

Conversion of Fibre into yarn and yarn
Yarn into Fabric
Mbelu (2005) opines that before fibres are converted into yarn, natural fibres are treated
to remove impurities or under sable constituents in the first section called Blow Room. Moreso,
the stalks, sticks, leaves are removed in the case of vegetable fibre for instance.
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Natural textile fibres: These are fibres that are obtained from nature and they can be divided
into three groups:- (1) Animal fibre (2) Vegetable fibre (3) mineral fibre.
Animal fibre: These are animal or protein based fibres which includes wool and silk.
Wool: Wool is obtained from fleece of sheep and hair of camels; it is second most widely used
natural fibre in clothing application. The fleece is remove from the body of the animal either by
shearing or by pulling after chemical loosening. Although, wool is produced in several countries
like Australia and New-Zealand. It is the more difficult and more expensive to produce than
cotton, the cost being on the average is about three times that of cotton. Also, it is a highly
cherished fibre especially in temperate countries where it is warmth and comfortable. It gives
protection from rain and sudden chills, however, wool has a characteristic surface scale structure,
some of which include: (a) warmth (b) soft full (c) Resiliency (d) Durability (e) crease-resistant
(f)Easily tailored
1. Warmth
2. Soft full handle arising from its natural crimp
3. Resiliency
4. Durability
5. Crease-resistant
6. Easily tailored
Silk:- According to Kukoyi (2013) silk cultivated or wild is the product of the silkworm and
is obtained from its cocoon.
Silk fibre is a fine continuous stand unwound from the cocoon of a moth caterpillar
known as the silk worm. There are two varieties of natural slik. They are as follows:
Cultivated silk, Wilk silk (tussah)
Moreso, Williams (2000) opines that the cocoons are processed to obtain threads which
are reeled together into yarn and woven into fabrics. Silk fibres are characterized by a smooth
appearance; soft lustre, fairly good crease recovery properties and warm handle. They have
excellent draping qualities especially when used in light weight fibric. Kukoyi (2013) asserts that
silk is a luxury fibre and is the most expensive natural fibre. A wide range of fabrics can be made
from silk, ranging from cotton to firmer doss and suiting materials, to heavy brocades and rich
pile velvets. Also, silk yarns are used for the manufacture of ties, scarves and velvet pile. Silk is
produced chiefly in France, Italy, China and Japan. Kukoyi (2013) is of the opinion that there are
some animal fibres that are less important; these include hair fibres from camels, rabbits, cats,
horses, goats and cattle.
Notwithstanding, microscopically, they differ from wool and are stiffer and more wiry
than wool and do not felt well because cash mere, goat fibre and camels hair are quite soft. Hoebe-it, for fur felts, cat and cow hair can be used as textile fibre. Although, harsh and coarse, cow
hair when mixed with other fibres can be used for production of blankets and carpets.
Vegetable Fibre:- Ogale (2016) views that vegetable fibres are fibres obtained from plants for
the production of textile fabrics. There are a number of vegetable fibres used in the production of
textile fabric (consumer’s goods) are cotton and linen.
Cotton: Peter (2016) say’s that cotton comes from the cotton plant, a small bush related to the
hollyhock. Cotton (Gossypium herbaceum) is obtained from the fibres of cotton boils
surrounding the cotton seeds. The plant grows in tropical regions with heights varying from
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0.92m to 1.84m, however, as it obtains maturity, the boll burst, which can be picked by hand or
by machine. Moreso, after picking the cotton fibres are separated from the seeds by “ginning”, a
machine process which quickly and conveniently makes the fibres available for textile use. The
fibres are graded for quality and pressed packed into bales of about 225kg weight ready for sale.
It is grown in China, Russia, India, Sudan, Turkey, Egypt, Asia, South America and Nigeria.
Cotton fibres can be treated with bath of caustic soda either after they are made into yarn,
fabric or cloth, which are modified cellulose fibres.
The purpose of the treatment called “mercerization” is to:
1) Give strength to the fibres
2) To increase the lustre
3) To also improve their affinity for dye.
Also, the physical properties of the cotton form can be modified by cross linking of molecules.
This technique improves the fabric wrinkle recovery and is good for wash and wear.
Linen: Kutoyi (2013) views that linen is also called “flax fibre”, which is obtained from outside
the woody core of the flax plant. The fibre inside of the plant when dried is spun into yarn. It is
grown mostly in Russia, Belgium, France and Ireland. Linen is rarely mercerized because it is
naturally stronger than cotton and possesses good natural lustre. Linen like Hessian or
Subsitute linen is made from jute which is grown in tropical countries. The fabric is used for
making sacks for the packing of farm produce and also ropes. Nigeria, India and United States of
America are countries that grow jute.
Mineral Fibres: Asbestos is a mineral obtained from rocks, primarily in Quebac, Southern
Rhodesia, South Africa and Russia. There are different types of asbestos, all of which are mined.
The most important of them is “Chrysotile”. Asbestos from Canada and U.S.S.R can be spun and
woven into cloths because of the fibre which is over one quarter inches long. The fibre are white
in colour, soft and silky and they also resist all liquids except strong acids.
Man-made or manufactured fibre: Man-made fibres comprises of a much greater number of
fibres, which include the following:
7. Cellulosic base fibres, Non-cellulosic base fibres
8. Non-Cellulosic base fibres
(1)
Cellulosic base fibres
According to Kutoyi (2013) some fibres such as rayon and acetate have a base of natural
plant cellulose. The same as cotton while other fibres are based on protein found in milk, soya
beans and corn meal. Also, some other ones are based on natural rubber from the rubber tree
while others are derived from sand (silicon) made into glass marbles.
(a) Rayon: Rayon is made both from wood pulp which is obtained from western hemlock
and southern pine including cotton linter fibres adhering to cotton seeds. The raw
materials used in making rayon contain a large amount of cellulose. Rayon, like other
manufactured textile fibres is made by converting the base raw material into a solution
that can be extruded through small holes in a noozie or jet and then hardened into fibre.
Moreso, rayon is highly absorbed and is suitable for all clothing and other used requiring
this property. It is also, dye-able with the common dyes, but the unmodified fibre is
inferior to cotton in terms of physical strength, durability and chemical stability, (kukoyi
2013).
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(b)

Acetate: Akpan (2014) opines that acetate is primarily made from cotton linters. Fibres
are derives from chemical compounds of cellulose which is two thirds cellulose and onethird acetyl. Acetate fabrics have an attractive, soft handle and excellent draping quality
and crease little when dry. Moreso, they are less absorbent than viscose rayon and less
comfortable in hot water. However, fabrics made from acetate filaments yarns may be
used for dresses, evening wear, dresses, gowns, shirts, and ties. Finally the pleasing
handle and lustre of cellulose acetate makes it particularly useful for a whole range of
clothing lining fabrics.
(2)
Non-Cellulosic Base Fibres
Ekanem (2014) opines that the fibres in this classification are all produced in a test tube.
This means that the fibre –forming substances are not natural based but complex in chemical
compounds. Moreso, these same compounds used for extruding textile fibres may be used for
plastics (non-textiles) and for finishes and coatings of textiles, there are way resin (plastic) used
for textile fibres, such as polyamide resin used for making nylon fibres and acrylic, resin.
Examples of fibres obtained from a non-cellulosic base are nylon, acrylics, modacrylces,
polyester, olefin and spandex.
(a) Synthetic fibres: Bob (2011) asserts that unlike the man-made fibres so far discussed,
the synthetic fibres are derived from substances which are entirely non-fibre forming
such as coal and petroleum based chemicals. Their formation are gotten or achieved by
reacting low molecular weighr compounds (monomers), either alone or with other
suitable compounds to form high suitable compounds to form high molecular weight
compounds called polymers. These polymers are converted into fibres (filaments) by
melting and extrusion processes.
(b) Polyester Fibres: This fibre was first discovered in 1941, but commercial production did
not begin until the early 1950. Also, it was obtained by reacting two substances,
terephthatic acid and ethylere glycol. However, the resulting fibre is called polyethylene
terephthalate (PET) and is probably the most important synthetic fibre, (Kukoyi 2013).
She went on to say that polyester fibre is theno-plastic and has very low moisture
absorption and is a very good resistance to abrasion. Example is nylon, it is high in
tensile strength which enables it to be used not only for clothing but also for industrial
purposes and sail cloth. The strength dimensional ability and outstanding creaseresistance makes polyethylene terephthalate most suitable for woven and knitted wash
and wear fabrics. Moreso, the blends of polyester and cotton are by far the most popular
blends in the textile industry. Also, this blends are of great importance in shirting, bed
sheets, raincoat, and tropical suiting, (Kukoyi 2013).

Table 3: Different test for the fibers, identification
Burning Test of Fibres
S/N Fibres
Approaching
In flame
flame
1.
Cotton
Does not fuse or
Burning
shrink away from without
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flame
Fuses and curls
away from flame

melting
Burns slowly
with some
melting

Does not fuse or
shrink away from
flame
Fuses and curls
away from flame

Burns
without
melting
Burns slowly
with some
melting

2.

Silk

3.

Rayon

4.

Wool

5.

Acrylic

Fuses away from
flame

Burns with
melting

6.

Acetate

Fuses away from
flame

Burns with
melting

7.

Polyester

8.
9.

Fuses and shrinks
away from flame
Nylon
Fuses and shrinks
away from flame
Modacrylin Fuses away from
flame

10.

Olefin

11.

Nytril

12.

Spandex

Fuses, shrinks and
curls away from
flame
Fuses away from
flame

Burns slowly
with melting
Burns slowly
with melting
Burns very
slowly with
melting
Burns with
melting
Burns slowly
with melting

Fuses but does not Burns with
shrinks away from melting
flame
Source: Kukuyi 2012

Burns very
slowly,
sometimes selfextinguishing
Continues to
burn without
melting
Burns very
slowly,
sometimes selfextinguishing
Continues to
burn with
melting
Continues to
burning with
melting
Usually selfextinguishing
Usually selfextinguishing
Selfextinguishing
Continues to
burn with
melting
Continues to
burn with
melting
Continues to
burn with
melting

Leaves soft, fluffy
with black ash

Does not leave a
knob or bead
Leaves soft, fluffy
with black ash

Leaves hard,
brittle, black
irregular shaped
bead
Leaves brittle,
black irregularshaped bead
Leaves hard, tough,
black, round bead
leaves hard, tough,
gray, round bead
Leaves hard, black
irregular-shaped
bead
Leaves hard, tough,
tan, round bead
Leaves hard, tough,
gray, round bead
Leaves soft, fluffy,
black ash

The Elements of Art and Principles of Design
According to Ragans (1992) art is a powerful language, through it artists communicate
thoughts, ideas, and feelings. Also, like most languages, the language of art has its own special
vocabulary, unlike the vocabulary of art is not made up of words. Rather, it is made up of visual
elements. The visual elements include colour, line, shape, form, space, and texture. Cyril-Egware
(2014) opines that designs cannot be made or drawn successful without the combination of the
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element of designs. However, she went on to spell out that it consist of line, colour, texture,
value, space and form.
1. Colour:- Colour relies on light. In fact, colour is what the eyes see when light is reflected
on an object. However, clour has three properties or traits. They are as follows (a) Hue
(b) value and (c) Intensity.
(a) Hue:- Hue is the name of a colour, such as red, blue or yellow. Hue are arranged
in a circular format on a colour wheel.
(b) Value:- Value is the lightness or darkness of a hue. The value of hue can be
changed by adding white or black.
(c)
Intensity:- Intensity is the brightness or dullness of a hue. Pure hues are high
intensity colours but dull hues are low intensity colour.
2. Line:- An element of art that can be used to send different messages to viewers in a line.
Precious (2020) defines line as a visible connection between two points. The art of
illustration must logically begin with a line. Ragan (1992) asserts that line is the path of a
moving point through space. For example, you can draw lines on paper or scratch a line
in net clary with a tool. Moreso, lines can be seen in your environment, such as web of a
spider or the railing on a stair. However, there are five kinds of lines; (a) Horizontal lines
(b) vertical lines (c) Diagonal or stanting lines (d) zigzag lines (e) curved lines
(a) Horizontal Line: are line which run parallel to the ground, appear to be at rest.
(b) Vertical lines: vertical line are line that run up and down, it seen to show dignity,
formality and strength.
(c) Diagonal or slanting lines:- These are lines that signal action and excitement.
(d) Zigzag line: Zigzag lines are lines which are made from combined diagonal lines, it
can create a feeling of confusion of suggest action.
(e) Curved lines: These are line that expresses movement in a graceful and flowing way.
3. Shape and form: Peter (2014) is of the view that every object has a shape. It could be a
house, cube of sugar, orange, and table. Shape is an element of art that refers to an area
clearly set of by one or more of the other elements of art. Shapes are limited to two
dimensions, they are: length and width. Ragans (1992) opines that all shapes belong to
one of the two classes (a) geometric (b) Organic
(a) Geometric: Geometric shape are shapes that look as though they were made with
a ruler or drawing tool. For example, the square, circle, triangle and rectangle.
(b) Organic shape: Organic shapes are called free form, organic shapes are not
regular or even.
4. Space: Williams (2000) opines that all objects take up space. Space is an element of art
that refers to the distance between, above, around, below and within things.
5. Texture: Texture is an element of art that refers to the way things feel or look as though
they might feel, if toughed.
The Principles of Art
The principles of art are so different from mere language expression. These principles or
guidelines, govern how artists organize the visual elements to create a work of art. The principles
of art include balance, variety, harmony, emphasis, proportion, movement and rhythm.

20

www.benchmarkjournal.com

editor@benchmarkjournals.com

Vol. 7, Issue 1, April-June, 2021. ISSN: p2536-748x, e-2563-7498

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

Balance: Balance is the principle of art, concerned with arranging element. So no one
part of work over powers or seem heavier than other part. Although, in art balance is
seen or felt by the viewer.
Variety: Variety is a way of having, getting different things. Bob (2011) explains that
the same routine day after day can become dull. The same colour or shape repeated
over and over in an art work can become equally dull. However, to avoid dull artists
use the principles of variety in their works. Ragans (1992) opines that variety is a
principle of art concerned with combining one or more elements to create interest by
adding slight changes.
Harmony: Peter (2014) assumes that if too little variety can become boring, too
much variety can create chaos. Artists avoid chaos in their works by using the
principle of harmony. Ragans (1992) opines that harmony is a principle of art
concerned with blending elements to create a more calm, restful appearance.
Emphasis: According to Ragans (1992) emphasis is to attract a viewer’s attention to
important parts of a work, artist use the principle of emphasis to demonstrate that.
Also, emphasis is making an element in a work stands out. Moreso, emphasis can be
created by contrast or by extreme changes in an element.
Proportion: Proportion is the principle of art concerned with the relationship of one
part to another and to the whole. The principle of proportion is not limited to size,
elements such as colour can be used in differing proportions to create emphasis.
Movement: Williams (2000) views that one may not have realized it, but when you
look at a work of art, your eye moves from part to part. Artists use the principle of
movement to lead the viewer’s eyes throughout the work. Movement is the principle
of art used to create the look and feeling of action and to guide a viewer’s eye
throughout the work of art.
Rhythm: Ragans (1992) opines that often artists seek to make their works seen
active. However, when they do, they call upon the principle of rhythm. Rhythm is the
principle of art concerned with repeating an element to make a work seen active or to
suggest vibration. Also, sometimes to create rhythm, an artist will repeat not just
elements but also the same exact objects over and over, which when this is done, a
pattern is formed.

Characteristics of a textile Designer
Textile designers may work in associated industry functioning for example, designing wrapping
paper, and paper works. Most textile designers are self-employed while others work as part of a
design team.
A textile designer, according to Kukoyi (2013) is expected to have the following:
a. Have knowledge of craft and design
b. Be interested in fashion and textile (fabrics)
c. Enjoy working with range of different styles and techniques
d. Be artistic, creative and able to draw
e. Have an eye for colour, texture and pattern
f. Develop good attention to details
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g. A textile designer should understand the properties of different materials, dyes and the
production processes of textiles
h. Have good organizational ability and be able to work out deadline and within budget.
i. Have good understanding of computer Aided design (AD) skills
j. Have knowledge of the market and be able to predict new trends
k. A textile designer should have good business skill.
Typical activities of a Textile Designer
Some of the activities of a textile designer are listed below, they are:
1. To liaise with clients and accurately interpret and represent their ideas
2. Undertake research for ideas and inspiration
3. Experimenting with different materials, colour and textures
4. Producing design ideas, skittles, worked up designs and sample for presentation to
customers
5. Determining how the textile will be used and what properties it needs.
6. Working out designs formula for a group of samples
7. Researching and experimenting the properties of materials used in industry.
8. Assessing and approving completed items and production standards
9. Working independently, if self-employed or liaising closely with colleagues as part of a
small team.
10. Producing designs using computer Aided Design (CAD) programs (software) to develop
a range of designs.
11. Keep of up-to-date knowledge of new design and production techniques
12. Develop new design concepts
13. Working to deadline and within a budget.
14. Sourcing fabrics and other materials of trade fairs, markets and antique shops.
15. Attending trade show as a delegate or as an exhibitor, this may involve representing the
company with a display or stand or appraising the work of competitors.
16. Keeping up to day and spotting new fashion and treads, design and production techniques
in fabric design by reading forecasts in trade magazines and using internet resource.
17. Developing a network of business contracts.
18. If self-employed, managing marketing and public relations, finances and day-to-day
business activities and maintain websites.
The Basic Tie/Dye Techniques
The different tie dye method involves plaiting, folding, tying, twisting, sewing, knotting,
stitching, pulling and tying.
a.

Fabric Pre-treatment: First soak wash off the starch on the material after buying. The
success in dyeing and finishing of any textile fabric depends to a large extent on the
preparatory treatment given to the fabric. Also, when fabrics are bought, they are in their
rough state, this, however makes them to appear to be rough and harsh to handle. A badly
prepared fabric cannot give a good and even dyeing and such a fabric is bound to be
patchy. Fabric finishes from the industry come with impurities such are starchy, fatty and
oil substances and nitrogenous matters (Cyrol-Egware 2014).
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Different Tying Methods

Roseline

Plate 3: Derivation of unique design in tie-dye
Batik Materials
1.
Batik free hand method: This method does not need strict planning. The broom or
brush used repeatedly can do the magic giving it an unrepeatable design on fabric as
organized by the artist. Notwithstanding, such designs could come out as splashes,
blocks, spiral and strips or in some cases definite simple compositions.
2.
Painting Method (Free Hand): This is done with either brush, thick foam shaped
with a pointed tip like a pencil or a tjantin. This could also be done as lines, thick, thin,
zigzag or shapes.
3.
Block Method: Block can be carved on wood or thick foam after design or motif is
drawn on the paper or surface.
4.
Starch Resist method: Starch resist method of fabric design is a technique of
applying cassava starch on fabric to create designs.
The Concept of Fashion
Bob (2011) is of the opinion that fashion is the reigning wear of a certain time and period.
It comes and goes. Peter (2014) recommends fashion to be reigning wear in vogue where
women, men demand and rush for at a particular point in time. However, these fashion does not
last for long, it focus and disappears only to be seen again years after Obot (2018) agrees that
fashion comes with glamour and liftment at a certain time. It flashes deep, colourful, dashes
penetrating, calling and begging for attention and eventually when it is achieved fade away
unconsciously to be focus with another. It does not take time, it changes, revoke and repeat after
a decade or so.
1.
Silent Fashion War in Worship Centers: Secret Fashion goes on in worship centers
especially in churches on Sunday services. Women try their best to have a certain class of
their own, this mode has driven them to buy, order, expensive clothing, hairdo (wig),
beads, jewelleries, shoes and handbags to go with them. Peters (2014) asserts that weekly
women spend time to plan on the dresses to wear. They called it ‘dress to kill’, secret
competition in the house of God, where people wearing expensive good clothes are group,
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selected to the fore front. Udoh (2015) is of the opinion that the fashionable educated
women gathered, cluttered themselves to particular section of seats, unconsciously, the
uneducated ones due to inferiority complex have their grouping too at the back section of
any gathering.
2.
Fashion Graciness in Secondary /University Levels: According to Williams (2000),
students no longer face their studies, they prefer mixing pleasure with studies, their hairdo,
and haircut is of a class of its own. Bob (2011) opines that the bigger students are
conscious of their environment. They friends the keep, their dressing styles, and the way
they carry themselves in order to attract the opposite sex. Also, selection is being done
mentally, children of richer parents stick together in batches to differentiate the classes they
belong to, leaving the poor ones to themselves.
3.
Fashion madness in Wedding Occasion: Wedding is a place of happiness, love, hope, joy
and togetherness. However a colourful wedding is set out to be fun and elaborate people
wear unique clothing, specially “designer” to wedding to differentiate them into a class of
their own.
The role of Arts and Technology in converting waste to wealth

Source: Idara /Blossom

Portrait by Stanley

Daker by Chidi Ndubisi

Basket player by
Obinna Ajero
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Source: Roseline

Etima

Source: Roseline

The Concept of Textile Entrepreneurship
Egbule (2018) opines that the word entrepreneur originated from the French word,
“enterprendre” which means to undertake”. The term was first used by a French man Irish
economist. Richard Cantillon had first appeared in the French Dictionary in 1923. However,
undertaken to initiate, maintain or make profit through production or distribution of economic
goals and services.
According to Timmon’s (1987) entrepreneurship entails creating and building something
of value from practically nothing, creating and distribution of something of value and of benefit
to individuals, groups, organization and society. Sambo (2017) asserts that entrepreneurship is
the willingness and ability of an individual to seek out investment opportunities in an
environment and be able to establish and run an enterprise successfully based on identified
opportunities. Entrepreneurship occurs when an individual develops a new venture or a new
approach to an old business or idea or a unique way of giving the market place a product or
service by using resources in a new venture under conditions of risk, (Burgers 1993). Bob (2011)
sees entrepreneurship as a human creative act by which enterprises or organization, come into
existence and involving the effort of an individual in identifying viable business opportunities in
an environment, managing, exploiting the opportunity for value creation, regardless of the
resources at hand. Essentially, entrepreneurship is the power of initiating, organizing, managing
and assuming risks of a business venture. It is a process by which organizations come into
existence.
Characteristics and Traits of Textile Entrepreneur
Initially, the term entrepreneur was taken to mean anyone who undertakes tasks in a
production process. Williams (2000) defines an entrepreneur as a person who makes money by
starting or running business, especially when this involves taking financial risks.
Entrepreneurs are characterized by the need to be independent, to create value, to
contribute to family or society, to become rich, largely detest idleness and being unproductive.
Peter (2014) opines that entrepreneurship has the process of creating something new with value
by devoting the necessary time and effort, assuming the accompanying financials, psychological,
social risks and receiving the results in monetary, personal satisfaction. Vesper (1980) sees an
entrepreneur as an ally, a source of supply, a customer or someone who creates wealth for others,
as well as finds better ways to utilize resources, reduce waste or produce jobs others are glad to
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get. Also, Sambo (2017) views entrepreneurship as a purposeful activity of an individual or
group of associated individuals
Williams (2000) asserts that it is worthy of note that a textile entrepreneur is an independent
person who starts his or her venture or business and enjoys the fruits of the success and bears full
risk of his failure. However, some core components of a textile entrepreneurship activity are risk
taking, creativity, independence and rewards. Also, the characteristics or traits of textile
entrepreneurs are numerous, some positive, others negative. Successful textile entrepreneurs are
known to possess certain positive characteristics which are as following; Ambition, selfconfidence, creativity, decision making, risk taking, physical stamina and health, leadership,
aggressiveness, character, personality and intelligence.
Conclusion
This paper considers the art and technology in converting waste to wealth in textiles. This
paper maintains that environmental waste with proper hardly could be with artist creativity,
technology has manufactured excellent textiles and they have been crafted together, going side
by side and therefore they should be utilized to earn foreign exchange, provide employment and
ensure economic stability of the nation. The various processes of yarn, fibres, filament were
highlighted covering all the production of materials itself from man-made to machine works. In
the light of environmental waste to wealth in textiles creativity manufacturing of brilliant
materials for different uses in Nigeria, the paper made the relevant recommendations to enhance
their utilization.
Recommendations
1.
Akwa Ibom State government on regular basis should organize training/workshops for all
artists including people who have the flare for art works, for the purpose of giving them
entrepreneurial skills.
2.
The main thrust of government policy should be on arts and technology inorder to
generate exchange, development promotes tourism-based enterprise, generate
employment and accelerate rural-urban integration.
3.
The Ministry of Information and Culture should embark on massive and aggressive
publicity campaign both in print and electronic media on the potential and significance of
environmental waste to wealth in our national developmental waste to wealth in our
national development at home and abroad.
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Abstract
The study examined parenting styles as correlate of academic achievement of upper basic
students in Business Studies in Umuahia South Local Government Area of Abia State. Three
research questions and three null hypotheses guided the study. A correlation research design
was adopted for the study. The population of the study comprised 1,280 JSS2 students. The
sample size consists of 300 respondents. A stratified sampling technique was used to select 6
schools out of 18 public secondary schools in Umuahia South. Then, random sampling technique
by balloting with replacement was used to select 50 students from each of the 6 schools thereby
making a total of 300 respondents. Two instruments were used for the study namely; Parenting
Styles Questionnaire (PSQ) and Business Studies Academic Achievement Test (BAAT). PSQ was
developed by the researchers while BAAT was adopted from Mock examination 2018/2019
session. The PSQ was validated by three experts and a reliability index of 0.81 obtained. Data
collected were analyzed using descriptive statistical tools, for research questions while Pearson
Product Moment Correlation (PPMC) statistic was used to test the null hypotheses 1 and 2,
ANOVA was used to test null hypothesis 3at 0.05 level of significance. The results revealed
among others that authoritarian parenting style had high correlation on students’ academic
achievement. The null hypotheses that stated that there is no significant mean difference between
the two authoritarian and authoritative on students’ academic achievement was rejected. Based
on the findings, recommendations were made among others that Parents are hereby encouraged
to improve on their relationship with their children and choose the possible parenting style that
will help the child to perform well both at home and in their academics.
Keywords:

Parenting Styles, Academic Achievement and
Business Studies.

Upper Basic Students and

Introduction
Family is the setting in which children gain necessary skills, such as decision-making,
respectfulness, affection and love, cares, fulfilling social roles and expressing creativity Dil and
Bulantekin, (2011). Parenting is seen as socialization process through which parents transfer
their cultural values, beliefs, traditions, and norms as well as other socially and culturally
desirable behaviours to their children, adolescents, and young adults to be good citizens of the
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society and for the attainment of adult competence. It plays a highly influential role in children’s
development and while raising the children, parents use different methods or parenting styles
based on various attitudes and behaviours they possess. The style of parenting dominated by
each parent may likely affect the behaviours of their children.
Parenting styles, according to Baumrind in Daniel (2013), are “the consistent patterns of
parental behaviours and attitudes with which parents interact and deal with their children and
adolescents. Furthermore, Huxley (2011) defined parenting styles as the manner in which parents
express their beliefs about how to be a good or bad parent by adopting styles of parenting learned
from their parents. This may not always be the case as some children may adopt parenting styles
that are directly opposite to that of their parents if they find them ineffective. In the context of
this study, parenting styles refer to the parental behaviours and attitudes towards their children
and the qualities of interactions and relationships among parents and their children in various
homes. According to Kordi and Baharudin, (2010), parenting style has a vital role in a child’s
social and educational development. In the same vein, Brown and Iyengar, (2008) confirmed that
the style of parenting used by any parent has an effect either positive or negative on the child’s
academic achievement, as well as the child’s behaviours. Turner, Chandler, and Heffer (2009)
also posited that the type of parenting styles adopted by the parents have crucial effects on the
academic achievement of their children at different levels of education.
Various authors classified parenting styles into various categories. Dornbusch (2009)
classified parenting styles into three types namely: authoritarian, authoritative, and permissive
parenting styles. In the same vein, Baumrind in Daniel (2013), observed four types of parenting
styles namely; authoritarian, authoritative, permissive and neglect or uninvolved parenting style
while, Akça (2012) pointed out five types of parenting style as: democratic,authoritarian,
permissive, apathetic and overprotective. In the context of this study, the researchers limited the
study to authoritarian and authoritative parenting styles.
Authoritarian parents display little warmth and a high degree of control. They are strict
disciplinarians and use a punitive and restrictive style. Authoritarian parents expect their children
to obey rules and instructions set by parents without questioning. The authoritarian style of
parenting according to Aremu (2011) has the following characteristics: parents attempt to shape,
control and evaluate the behaviour and attitudes of their children in accordance with an absolute
set of standards; patents emphasize obedience, respect for authority, work, trading and the
preservation of order; verbal exchange between parents and child is discouraged
Another style of parenting is called authoritative parenting style. According to Baumrind
(2012), it is the style of parenting that contains the following elements: an expectation of mature
behaviour from the child and clear setting of standards by the parents; firm enforcement of rules
and standards, use of commands and sanctions when necessary; encourages child’s independence
and individuality. Baumrind, found the children of authoritative parents mature, responsible and
more independent than other children. Again, found that the authoritative parenting facilitates
adolescents’ academic success. Aremu (2011) asserted that authoritarian style of child control
leads to rejection, prohibitive and compelling, and these could provoke anxiety, fear and
frustration in the children thereby, influencing their academic achievements.
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Academic achievement has to do with what a learner is able to accomplish by execution
of class work in the school. It is the knowledge obtained or skills developed in the school
subjects usually designed by test scores or marks assigned by the teacher (Good, 2009). Stinging
(2011) sees academic achievement as something a learner do or achieve at school, college or
university, in class, in a laboratory or field work. Wentling (2010) also defined academic
achievement to be achievement of individuals’ objective to various types of knowledge and
skills. In this regard, Zimmerman (2011) sees academic achievement as a self-regulated
learning, including excellence in sports, arts, culture, behaviour, confidence, and communication
skills, and it shows how learners control their emotion, feelings, and actions in order to
academically achieve. In the context of this study, academic achievement refers to the measure
of the extent to which students have attained specific objectives of the subjects which they were
taught in the formal education. Tilahun, (2009) opined that poor parenting styles like uninvolved
parenting affect the academic achievement of students.
The style of parenting may have either positive or negative on the academic achievement
of the students. However, due to authoritarian’s high control over children, numerous studies
have found the parenting style to be negatively associated with academic achievement (Hong,
2012).In the same vein, Dornbuschet al. (2007) found that authoritarian parenting was negatively
related to academic achievement in all countries. Furthermore, Blair and Qian (2008), findings
revealed that high parental which is characteristic of authoritarian control was positively
associated with school performance of Chinese adolescents. On the other hand, Talibet
al.,(2011), observed that students who are reared in an authoritative environment consistently
score higher on measures of psychological competence and school achievement and lower on
measures of internal distress, problem behaviour, than students from non-authoritative families.
Statement of the Problem
Parenting styles are beneficial in understanding complex behaviours and attitudes
associated with academic achievement. Parenting styles is expected to help students in the
general wellbeing and development. It is believed by many educationists that student’s poor
academic achievement is as a result of not receiving adequate parenting styles in terms of parentchild discussions, interactions, observations and explanations. This situation is a big problem to
parents, teachers, government, and even students. The researchers therefore, intend to examine if
parenting styles correlates with academic achievement of upper basic students in Business
Studies in Umuahia South Local Government Area of Abia State. The purpose of this sought to:
1. find out the relationship between authoritarian parenting style and students’ academic
achievement of students.
2. Ascertain the relationship between authoritative parenting style and students’ academic
achievement of students.
3. Determine the mean difference on parenting styles and students’ academic achievement.
Research Questions
The following research questions guided the study:
1. What is the relationship between authoritarian parenting style and students’ academic
achievement?
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2. What is the relationship between authoritative parenting styleand students’ academic
achievement?
3. What is the mean difference between the two parenting styles (authoritarianism and
authoritative on students’ academic achievement?
Null Hypotheses
The null hypothesis was formulated and tested at .05 level of significance:
Ho1:
Ho2:
Ho3:

There is no significant no relationship between authoritarian parenting style and students’
academic achievement.
There is no significant relationship between authoritarianism parenting style and
students’ academic achievement?
There is no significant mean difference between the two parenting styles
(authoritarianism and authoritative on students’ academic achievement?

Methodology
The study adopted a correlation research design. Three research questions and three
hypotheses guided the study. The population for the study comprised 1,280 JSS2 Business
Studies students. The sample size consists to 300 respondents. A stratified sampling technique
was used to select 6 schools out of 18 public secondary schools in Umuahia South. Then, random
sampling technique by balloting with replacement was used to select 50 students from each of
the 6 schools thereby making a total of 300 respondents. A-20 item instrument developed by the
researches titled: Parenting Styles Questionnaire (PSQ) was used for the study Alsoa 20-item
multiple choice questions adopted from a standardized Business Studies question paper from
JSS2 Mock of 2018/2019 session was also used. The PSQ was sub-divided into Clusters. Each
cluster contains statement based on the research questions and structured on a 3-points scales of
0.00-4.99 Low correlation, 5.00 – 6.99, moderate correlation and 7.00 and above as high
correlation. The instrument was validated by three experts and a reliability index of 0.81
obtained. Collected data were analyzed using descriptive statistical tools, Pearson Product
Moment Correlation (PPMC) statistic was used to test hypotheses one and two, while ANOVA
was used to test hypothesis threeat 0.05 level of significance.
Results
Research Question 1: What is the relationship between authoritarian parenting style and
students’ academic achievement?
Table 1: Authoritarian parenting style and students’ academic achievement of upper basic
students in Business Studies
Variables
SD
N
Correlation Index
Authoritarian Parenting Style 77.25 5.09
300
0.86
Academic Achievement
15.11 2.72
Where 𝑥̅ = mean, SD = standard deviation
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Table 1, of the study revealed that the calculated mean and correlation index of students
on the authoritarian parenting style were 77.25 with standard Deviation of 5.09 and 15.11 with
the standard deviation of 2.72 for academic achievement respectively, while the correlation
index was 0.86 This implied that authoritarian parenting style has high correlation on students’
academic achievement in upper basic students in Business Studies.
Research Question 2: What is the relationship between authoritative parenting style and
students’ academic achievement of upper basic students in Business Studies?
Table 2: Authoritative parenting style and students’ academic achievement of upper basic
students in Business Studies
Variables
SD
N
Correlation Index
Authoritative Parenting Style 72.36 4.07
300 0.77
Academic Achievement
18.88 2.24
Where 𝑥̅ = mean, SD = standard deviation
Table 2 revealed the relationship between authoritative parenting style and students’
academic achievement of upper basic students in Business Studies. However, the overall mean of
authoritative parenting style was 72.36 with standard Deviation of 4.07 9and 18.88 with Standard
Deviation of 2.24, while the correlation index was 0.77. This reveals that authoritative parenting
style has high correlation on students’ academic achievement of upper basic students in Business
Studies.
Research Question 3: What is the mean difference between the two parenting styles
(authoritarianism and authoritative) on students’ academic achievement?
Table 3: Authoritarianism and Authoritative parenting style and students’ academic achievement
of upper basic students in Business Studies
Variables
SD
N
Correlation Index Difference
Authoritarian Parenting Style

77.25

5.09

0.86
300

Authoritative Parenting Style 72.36 4.07
Where 𝑥̅ mean, SD = standard deviation

4.81
0.77

Table 3 sought to determine the mean difference between the two parenting styles
(authoritarianism and authoritative on students’ academic achievement. However, the overall
mean of authoritarian parenting style was 77.25 with 5.09 Standard Deviation and that of
authoritative parenting style amounted to 72.36 with standard Deviation of 4.07. However, the
mean difference of 4.81 revealed that authoritarian parenting style has higher correlation than
authoritative parenting style on students’ academic achievement.
Null Hypothesis 1: There is no significant relationship between the authoritarian parenting
styles and students’ academic achievement of upper basic students in Business Studies
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Table 4: Pearson Product Moment Correlation (PPMC) Statistics on the significant relationship
between the authoritarian parenting styles and students’ academic achievement.
Variables
Authoritarian Parenting Style

77.251

SD
5.088

df

Correlation Index Sig

298 0.860
0.006
Academic Achievement
18.875
2.718
Where 𝑥̅ = mean, std = standard deviation, df = degree of freedom, N= Number of respondents.
Pearson Product Moment Correlation statistics reveals that significant relationship exist
between the authoritarian parenting styles and students’ academic achievement. This is because
the calculated significant (p) value of 0.006 is lower than the 0.05 at a correlation index of 0.860
at df298. This revealed that the authoritarian parenting style has high significant relationship on
students’ academic achievement. Hence, the null hypothesis one which stated that there is no
significant relationship between the authoritarian parenting styles and students’ academic
achievement of upper basic students in Business Studies, is rejected.
Null Hypothesis 2: There is no significant relationship between authoritative parenting styles
and students’ academic achievement of upper basic students in Business Studies
Table 5: Pearson Product Moment Correlation (PPMC) statistics on the relationship between
authoritative parenting styles and students’ academic achievement of upper basic
students in Business Studies
Variables

SD

Authoritative Parenting Style

72.36

N

df

Correlation
Index

Sig

4.07
298 298

0.77

0.004

Academic Achievement
15.11
2.24
Where 𝑥̅ = mean, SD = standard deviation, df = degree of freedom, N= Number of respondents.
Result of the study on Table 5, which tested the relationship between authoritative
parenting styles and students’ academic achievement of upper basic students in Business Studies
revealed that significant relationship exist between the authoritative parenting styles and
students’ academic achievement. This is because the calculated significant (p) value of 0.004 is
lower than the 0.05 at a correlation index of 0.769 at df 298. Hence, the null hypothesis two
which stated that there is no significant relationship between the authoritative parenting styles
and students’ academic achievement of upper basic students in Business Studiesis hereby
rejected.
Null Hypothesis 3: There is no significant mean difference between the two parenting styles
(authoritarianism and authoritative on students’ academic achievement?
Table 6: Analysis of variance showing the significant mean difference between the two
parenting styles (authoritarianism and authoritative on students’ academic achievement?
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Variables
Authoritarian Parenting Style

77.251

SD
5.088

df

F-Stat

298 5.862
Authoritative parenting style

72.360

Sig

Diff

0.003

4.81

4.069

Result of the study on Table 6 revealed significant differences between the two parenting
styles (authoritarian and authoritative on students’ academic achievement. From the table,
authoritarian parenting style showed mean score of 77.251 with standard Deviation of 5.088,
and mean diff of 4.811. On the other hand, authoritative parenting style revealed mean score of
72.360 and standard deviation of 4.069, and mean diff of 1.091respectively.Since F-stat has the
value of 5.862 with Sig value of 0003 which is less than 0.05 at significant level, it indicated
that there is a significant difference between the authoritarian parenting style and authoritative
parenting style on students academic achievement. And that authoritarian parenting style
showed higher correlation on students’ academic achievement.
Discussions of Findings
Discussions of findings are based on research questions addressed and hypotheses
formulated and tested at 0.05 level of significance.
The result of the finding in research question1, table 1 revealed that authoritarian
parenting style has high correlation on students’ academic achievement and the corresponding
hypothesis one. However, the result of the corresponding hypothesis one, table 4, equally
revealed that authoritarian parenting style has high significant relationship on students’ academic
achievement of upper basic students in Business Studies. The findings of this study collaborate
with Lamborn (2011) findings in his study where he opined that a child is most likely to conform
to parental expectations when such expectations occur in the context of authoritarianism
parenting. Furthermore, Aremu (2011) asserted that authoritarian style of child control leads to
rejection, prohibitive and compelling, and these could engender anxiety, fear and frustration in
children thereby influencing their academic achievement.
The result of the finding in research question 2, in table 2 revealed that authoritative
parenting style has high correlation on students’ academic achievement of upper basic students
in Business Studies. Furthermore, the corresponding hypothesis two, table 5 revealed that
authoritative parenting style has significant relationship on students’ academic achievement of
upper basic students in Business Studies. The findings of the present study is in agreement with
Ewnetu and Fisseha (2008) findings that parenting styles have significant effects on the
academic achievement of students, indicating that an authoritative parenting style had a
significant and positive effect on academic achievement.
The result of findings of research question 3, table 3 revealed that authoritarian parenting
style has better correlation than authoritative parenting style on students’ academic achievement.
Also, the corresponding hypothesis three, table 6 indicated a significant difference between the
two styles of parenting on students’ academic achievement in business education. The study is
in line with the study of Blair and Qian (2008), where they posited that high parental control
which is characteristic of authoritarian style of parenting was found to be positively associated
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with high academic achievement. This may be as a result of high level of disciplinary strategies
and expectations of maturity and control associated with authoritarian parenting style.
Conclusion
Based on the findings of the study, it was concluded that generally, the styles of parenting
used by parents affect academic achievement of students. The findings of the study confirmed
that authoritarian and authoritative parenting styles had high correlations on students’ academic
achievement though; authoritarian style of parenting has higher correlation on students’
academic achievement.
Recommendations
In view of the results and the conclusion drawn, the following recommendations were
made:
1. Parents are hereby encouraged to improve on their relationship with their children and
choose the possible parenting style that will help the child to perform well both at home
and in their academics.
2. Counsellors should assist parents to be aware of the various styles of parenting and the
implication of choosing any one.
3. Counsellors should also assist the students to restructure their minds on the style of
parenting that does not encourage their academic activities

4. Parents should set limits and control for their children while still maintaining a warm and
supportive relationship.
5. Authoritative parents should try to be a little bit flexible with their children so that the
children can stand on themselves. This will also enable them to focus on their academics
6. Teachers should assist parents to be aware of the performance of their children at school.
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Abstract
The study investigated the relationship between Cognitive Learning Styles and student's
academic performance on Mathematics and English Language in some selected Junior
Secondary Schools in Katsina Local Government Area of Katsina State. The population of the
study consisted of all the junior secondary school students. Descriptive research design was used
in the study. Two null hypotheses were formulated and tested at 0.05 level of significance.
Krejcie and Morgan (1970) table was used to select three hundred and seventy seven (377)
students from forty one thousand eight hundred and fifty eight (41,858) junior secondary school
students as the sample size. Group Embedded Figure Test (GEFT) was used to collect data from
the respondents. Spearman rank order correlation statistics was used to test the formulated
hypotheses. The study found that, there is significant relationship between learning style in
English and Mathematics academic performance (p-value .01 and .05); there is significant
relationship between field dependence and mathematics and English academic performance (p value.000 and .01). It was also found that there is significant relationship (very weak positive
relationship) between the learning style of field independent learners and their academic
performance in Mathematics (R = 0.119 at P = 0.05). Based on the findings of the study, it was
recommended that teachers in secondary schools in Katsina Local government Area should
make effort to understand their students cognitive style with the view to tailoring their teaching
methods in line with the students’ abilities and emphasis should be made by teachers in
identifying students learning styles preference so that their potentialities can be fully developed
Keywords: Cognitive Learning
Performance

Styles,

Field-dependent,

Field-independent

Academic

Introduction
Cognitive learning style is defined as “characteristic modes of functioning that we
show throughout our perceptual and intellectual activities in a highly consistent and
pervasive way. The cognitive styles accessible in this study are field dependent/independent. The
cognitive style of field-dependent and field-independent is one area that drew researchers’
attention with its application to the educational contexts (e.g., Altun & Cakan, 2006; Ford &
Chen, 2001).
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Field-dependents rely on the surrounding perceptual field, have difficulty attending to,
extracting and using non-salient cues, have difficulty providing structure to ambiguous
information and forging links with prior knowledge and have difficulty retrieving
information from long-term memory”.
On the other hand, field-independent person perceives part of a field as discrete from the
surrounding field as a whole”. Messick (1976) has defined the field-independent as person who
tends to articulate figures as discrete from their backgrounds and to easily differentiate objects
from embedding contexts, Therefore, it can be predicted that both learners with these two types
of cognitive styles use strategies that help them in the process of learning but have different
preferences. In order to have successful learning, learners should learn some strategies to
help them improve their learning; because the process of learning a language is a mental
and the strategies for learning a language are actually different ways of thinking and
information processing.
Learning styles and academic performance play a vital role in the learning process and
contribute to the overall educational environment. This study reviews the two learning styles
dimensions (Field dependence and Field independence learning styles), and academic
performance of students in English Language and mathematics in an effort to bring to light their
contribution to both the learning and teaching process. The information provided within this
study can help educators develop teaching methods that best match each learner’s learning style.
Understanding the characteristics of learners in each dimension will not only enhance teaching,
but the overall learning process as well. Learning styles is based on the theory that individuals
have different stimulus sense modalities from which they prefer to absorb, retain and process
new information (Cassidy & Eachus, 2000; Harrison, Andrews & Saklofke, 2003)
Academic performance is defined as the observable or measurable behaviour of a person
an animal in a particular situation usually experimental situation (Simpson & Weiner. 1989).
This means that performance measures the aspect of behaviour that can be observed at a specific
period. To determine performance, a performance test is conducted. Singer (1981) defined
performance test as the type of mental test in which the subject is asked to do something rather
than to say something. Performance test is the type of test which throws light on the ability to
deal with things rather than symbols (Drever, 1981). In relation to educational research,
academic performance of a student can be regarded as the observable and measurable behaviour
of a student in a particular situation. Therefore, we can equate academic performance with the
observed behaviour or expectation of achieving a specific statement. Academic performance of
students consists of scores obtained from teacher-made test, first term examination, mid semester test. And so on.
Statement of the Problem
For the time being, secondary school students especially those in Katsina Local
Government Area have been receiving their lessons in the usual traditional method. In this
method, a group of students are usually placed together in a classroom. The teachers take turn to
teach them using mostly talk-chalk method or lecture method irrespective of students’ unique
talents and differing cognitive styles; that is whether they are field independent or field
dependent. In such situations, students are obliged to adjust their cognitive styles to whatever
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teaching approaches adopted by the teachers. No attempts are made by instructors to identify the
cognitive styles of the students so as to integrate such styles with their teaching strategies.
This disregard of students’ cognitive styles and inability of teachers to integrate them
within their instructional strategies may be counterproductive. In recent times when secondary
school students in Katsina Local Government Area of Katsina state in particular and Nigeria in
general are faced with dwindling academic fortune, emphasis should be shifted to studentcentred approaches in a bid to improve on their performance. The teachers should identify the
cognitive styles (field independence or field dependence) of the students and integrate them in
their instructional strategies. This is capable of making the teaching effective and result-oriented.
In this work, efforts were geared towards investigating the relationships among cognitive styles
(field dependence/field independence), and academic performance of secondary school students
in Katsina Local Government Area of Katsina state.
Purpose of the Study
The main purpose of this study is to investigate the relationships among Learning styles
components on academic performance of students in Katsina Local Government Area of Katsina
State.
The specific objectives of this study include:
1. To determine the relationship between field dependent learning style and academic performance
of students in Mathematics and English language.
2. To examine the relationship between field independent learning style on academic performance
of students in Mathematics and English language.
Research Questions
The following research questions were raised to guide the study:
1. What is the relationship between learning styles of field dependent learners and academic
performance in English language and Mathematics?
2. What is the relationship between learning styles of field independent learners and academic
performance in English language and Mathematics?
Null Hypotheses
The following null hypotheses were tested in the study.
Ho1: There is no significant relationship between the learning style of field dependent learners
and academic performance in English language and Mathematics
Ho2: There is no significant relationship between academic performance of field independence
learners and academic performance in English language and Mathematics
Scope of the Study
This study examined whether there is a relationship in the learning styles, and academic
performance of students in Mathematics and English Language in some selected junior
secondary schools in Katsina Local Government area of Katsina state. The research covered five
junior secondary schools in Katsina Local Government Area. The study is intended to cover only
those in JSSI in the five schools.
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Methodology
Descriptive research design was used to obtain the picture of the relationship between
students learning styles and academic performance among junior secondary school students. The
scope of the study comprised all the ten (10) junior secondary schools in Katsina Local
Government Area, with a total population of forty one thousand eight hundred and fifty eight
(41,858) students. Sample of 377 students was selected using simple random sampling
techniques. Thesample was arrived based on Krejcie& Morgan (1970) table for sample size. For
the purpose of this study, the researcher uses one instrument titled Group Embedded Figure Test
(GEFT). The instrument has 18-items test that requires participants to locate simple geometric
figures embedded within progressively more complex ones. The real task begins at where the
participants have to find the simple geometric figures. The time limit is five minutes for each. In
all the 18 items, the simple forms are present in the complex figure. Based on the number of
correct answers given by subjects, the scores on Group Evaded Figure Test (GEFT) range from 1
(the most FD) to 18 (the most FI). The instrument was validated by lecturers in the department of
Educational Foundations Federal University Dutsin - Ma, Katsina State. The Group Embedded
Figure Test (GEFT)was used for the identification of those that are field dependent participants
from field independent ones. This figure test which is the most widely used version of penciland-paper tests in FD/FI investigations.The reliability of the instrumentwas established and the
value reliability coefficient is 0.82. This indicated that, the instrument is reliable for measuring
the search variable.The performance of students was used and correlated with the Group
Embedded Figures Test (GEFT).Spearman rank order correlation was used for data analysis
using statistical package for social science (SPSS) version 20.0 was used and analysed the
formulated hypotheses.
Results
The following null hypotheses were formulated to guide the study and they were tested at 0.05
level of significance.
H01: There is no significant relationship in the learning style of field dependent learners on
academic performance in English language and Mathematics.
Table 1: Correlation analysis between field dependent learners and their performance in
English language and Mathematics
___________________________________________________________________________
Variables
N
Df
r - value
p - value
Decision
___________________________________________________________________________
Scores
377
FD English
Scores
377
375
0.817
.01
Sig.
FD Maths
377
-0.873
.05
Sig.
__________________________________________________________________________
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To test this hypothesis, Spearman rank correlation statistics was used and R = 0.817 at P
= 0.01 which is< 0.05 significant level meaning that there is significant relationship (strong
positive relationship) in the learning style of field dependent learners on their academic
performance in English language. In other words, R = -0.873 at P = 0.05 which is = 0.05
significant level meaning that there is no significant relationship (strong negative relationship) in
the learning style of field dependent learners on their academic performance in Mathematics.
H02: There is no significant relationship in the academic performance of field independence
learners on academic performance in English language and Mathematics
Table 2: Correlation analysis between field independent learners and their performance in
Mathematics and English language
Variables
N
Df
r - value
p - value
Decision
___________________________________________________________________________
Score
377
Field IND English

377

375

0.119

.000

Sig.

Field IND Maths
377
-0.966
.01
Sig.
__________________________________________________________________________
To test this hypothesis Spearman rank correlation was used and r-value = 0.119 at P = 0.05
which is < 0.05 significant level meaning that there is significant relationship (very weak
positive relationship) in the learning style of field independent learners on their academic
performance in Mathematics. Furthermore, R = -0.966 at P = 0.01 which is < 0.05 significant
level meaning that there is no significant relationship (very strong negative relationship) in the
learning style of field independent learners on their academic performance in English language.
Discussion of the Findings
Hypothesis one which found out that there is no significant relationship in the learning
style of field dependent learners and their academic performance in English language and
Mathematics. This present finding is similar to that of Okwo and Otubah (2007 who found that
field independent students performed significantly better than field dependent students in physics
and biology respectively, in which field dependent students had a significantly higher mean
achievement in arts than the field independent students. This finding supported that of Ndudi and
Mkpa (2003) who found that overall, a significant difference in achievement was found between
the field dependent and field independent learners.
Hypothesis two which stated that there is no significant relationship in the academic
performance of field independence learners on academic performance in English language and
Mathematics the hypothesis was rejected. Meaning that, there is significant relationship in the
learning style of field independent learners on their academic performance in English language
and Mathematics. The rejection was in view of the p - value .000 and .01 < .05 level of
significant. Similarly the result of the present study supports the findings of Simonson (1985),
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Yea-Ru Chuang (1999), and also Miller (1997). According to them, FI learners, are more
proactive and usually have a strong self-concept, and tend to solve problems through intuition
and use trial-and-error strategies, as opposed to FD learners, who perceive objects as a whole.
Conclusion
Based on the findings of this study, the following conclusions were drawn:
Field independent students had a higher mean achievement in sciences than the field dependent
students while field dependent students had a higher mean achievement in arts than the field
independent students. There is significant relationship in the learning style of field dependent
learners on their academic performance in English language; also there is no significant
relationship in the learning style of field dependent learners on their academic performance in
Mathematics. There is no significant relationship in the learning style of field independent
learners on their academic performance in English language; while in Mathematics, there is
significant relationship in the learning style of field independent learners on their academic
performance in Mathematics.
Recommendations
Based on the reviews and the findings of this study the following recommendations were
made:
1) Teachers in secondary schools in Katsina Local government Area should make effort to
understand their students’ cognitive style with the view to tailoring their teaching
methods in line with the students’ abilities.
2) Emphasis should be made by teachers in identifying students learning styles preference
so that their potentialities can be fully developed.
References
Altun, A., & Cakan, M. (2006). Undergraduate students’ academic achievement field
dependent/independent cognitive styles and attitude towards computers. Educational
Technology and Society, 9 (1) 289- 297.
Cassidy, S., & Eachus, P. (2000). Learning style, academic belief systems, self-report student
proficiency and academic achievement in higher education. Educational Psychology,
20, 307-322
Drever, J. (1981). The penguin dictionary of psychology. Middlesex: Penguin Books Ltd.
Ford, N., & Chen, S. Y. (2001). Matching/Mismatching Revisited: An Empirical Study
of Learning and Teaching Styles. British Journal of Educational Technology, 1, 5-22.
Krejcie, R. V., & Morgan, D. W. (1970). Determining Sample Size for Research
Activities
Educational and Psychological Measurement, 30, 607-610.
Messick, (1976)."Personality Consistencies in Cognition and Creativity." In Messick,
samuel and Associates (Eds). Individuality in Learning.san Francisco: Jossey Bass,

44

www.benchmarkjournal.com

editor@benchmarkjournals.com

Vol. 7, Issue 1, April-June, 2021. ISSN: p2536-748x, e-2563-7498

Miller, G. (1997). Are distance education programs more Acceptable to field-independent
learners? (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED 409854.)
Ndudi, M. J., & Mkpa, M. A. (2003). Effects of cognitive styles and instructional strategies
on students’ achievement in social studies. The Educational Psychologist, 1(1), 172193
Okwo, F. A., & Otubah, S. (2007).Influence of gender and cognitive style on students’
achievement in physics essay test. Journal of the Science Teachers Association of
Nigeria, 42 (1) 85-88
Simonson, M.R. (1985). Persuasion: Five studies dealing with the relationships between media,
attitudes, and learning style . (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED
256
337.)
Simpson, J. A., & Weiner, E. S. (1989).The Oxford English Dictionary (2nd ed) Vol 1.
Oxford: Clarendon Press.
Singer, J. (1999). Opinion gap: Measuring Public School Academic Performance. ACS - VT
2000
Sternberg, R. J. (1997). Thinking Styles.Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.
Witkin, H. A., & Goodenough, D. R. (1981). Cognitive styles: Essence and origins, NY:
International University Press.
Witkin, H., Moore, C., Goodenough, D., & Cox, P. (1977). Field-dependent and fieldindependent cognitive styles and their educational implications.
Review of
Educational Research, 47(1), 1-64.
Yea-Ru, C. (1999). Teaching in a multimedia computer environment: A study of the effects
of learning style, gender, and math achievement [Electronic version]. Interactive
Multimedia Electronic Journal of Computer-Enhanced Learning.

45

www.benchmarkjournal.com

editor@benchmarkjournals.com

