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Abstract 
This paper is look at how business education could be used being skills based program to 
undermine the impact of boko haram insurgents in Nigeria. On the basis this therefore the 
paper looked at the concept of business education, objectives of business education, an 
overview of boko haram sect and their ideology, controversy of boko haram, the need for 
business education to curtail boko haram insurgency. The paper therefore concluded that the 
best way curtail the boko haram insurgency is to give our youths skillful education under 
business education programme, on the basis of this conclusion some recommendations were 
offered one of which is government should emphasize on skillful education in most of our 
secondary schools. 
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Introduction 
Education remains the best instrument for addressing problems of a society. It can be 

used in every area of human pursuit to solve problems and at the same time to up-lift the 
social strata of the respective people. Aliyu (2006) asserted that “education is thought of as 
the adjustment of the individual to his environment lookings at this assertion; it means 
education enables one to overcome social, economical and political challenges of his 
immediate environment. It has so many branches which are referred to as specialization. 

Business Education is one of the areas of specialization or areas of disciplines in the 
 general education. It is education for business; it is the internal and vocational preparation of 
people for earning a living in a contemporary industrial and business environment (Aliyu 
2006). Business Education is design for development skill acquisition and competences 
attitude and attributes which are paramount for economic growth. Ulinfun (1982) in Aliyu 
(2006) looked at business education as education in business or training in business skills 
which are required for use in business offices, clerical occupation and business policy 
analyses.  

It enables students to acquire practical skills for real work situation. In this case 
current expectation for School graduates to have experiences in different aspects of human 
endeavour could be achieved through comprehensive business education. It could infer from 
the foregoing therefore, business education is such a preparation given to pupils to enable 
them to be utilized in many fields of human endeavour. It is in the light of this that new 
standard encyclopedia in Aliyu (2006) defines business education as instruction meant to 
prepare students for jobs in the business world. Aliyu (2006) therefore defined business 
education as the deliberate intent of teacher to inform students about economics and business 
concepts and skills that might be of use in later life. It is therefore meant to enable students to 
critically look and analyse the prones and cones in day-to-day businesses, the profitability 
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and otherwise of any business via the appropriate ratio analysis as well as overall 
performance of business in an economy. 

While taking about business education, it is important to notice that is an aspect of vocational 
and technical education as clearly spelt out in the National Policy on education (2004). And it 
has the following objectives: 

1. To provide trained manpower in Applied Science, Technology and Commerce 
particularly at sub-professional grade. 

2. To provide technical knowledge and vocational skills necessary for Agricultural, 
Commercial and Economic development 

3. To produce people who can apply scientific knowledge to the improvement and 
solution of environmental problems for the use and convenience of man; 

4. To give an introduction to professional studies in engineering and other technologies 
5. To give training and impact the necessary skills leading to the production of 

craftsman, technicians and other skilled personnel who will be enterprising and self-
reliant 

6. To enable our young men and women to have an intelligent understanding of the 
increasing complexity of technology. 

This form of education therefore could be used to provide necessary skills for self-
employment to the teaming youths who habitually engaged into social vices, hooliganism 
and militancy like boko haram acts  

Boko haram insurgents are group of mostly young people in north eastern Nigeria 
particularly Yobe, Maiduguri and Adamawa who came up with the ideology that western 
education is prohibited (haram) and who are of the believe that Islamic state should be 
established in Nigeria. Following their effort to attain their mission, many innocent lives 
were lost and some injured and some return destitute. Whatever means the founders of this 
group used to convince the teaming youths, must have taken advantage of their redundancy, 
joblessness and of cause the issue of poverty which is at its pick in the region  

The objective of the paper therefore, is to draw the attention of the state and federal 
government to de-emphasize the issue using arms unless where necessary and emback on 
skills training to the youths to enable them to be employed and busy as well as capable of 
contributing to the growth of economy through business education. 

Concept of Business Education    
 Business education is an education designed for use in business:  

 a.     training in subjects (such as business administration, finance) useful in developing 
general business knowledge 

b.     training in subjects (such as accounting, shorthand) useful in developing commercially 
useful skills. 

Nanacy in Bala (2015) described Business Education “as that aspect of the total Education 
programmes that provide that knowledge, skills, understanding and attitude needed to 
perform in business world as a producer and as a consumer of goods and services that 
business offers”. 
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The National Policy on Education (1998) revised edition described business 
education as a technical education and so defined it as “that aspect of education which leads 
to the acquisition of practical and applied skills as well as basic scientific knowledge”. 
Akanbi and Ogunleye (1996) in Bala (2015) from the policies commission for business and 
economic education of 1975 said: “Business Education represents a broad and diverse 
discipline that is included in all types of education delivery system, elementary, secondary or 
post-secondary schools. Business Education begins at basic education level and continued 
throughout the life span of an individual. Business Education includes education for office 
occupations, business teaching, business administration and economic understanding.     

It can be summarized that the Mission of business education includes: - 

1. Educating individuals for and about business. 
2. Providing a continous programme of planned experiences designed to equip 

individuals to make judicious socio-economic decisions as citizens. 

Objectives of Business Education: 
The general objectives of business education have been summarized by Bala (2015) 
irrespective of whatever levels it is studied as follows: 

Personal Competence; initially when Business Education was first introduced in 
school and it was strictly vocational in aims. But later many non-business educators soon 
discovered some of the courses like Book-keeping, Type-writing, Salesmanship could be 
useful to them, hence it is not surprising seeing a physician studying book-keeping, a 
journalist studying short-hand and a lawyer learning how to type documents. 

For consumer Business Competence; Traditionally Business Education meant 
education for the producer, for the distributors and not for consumers. However, recognition 
has been given to the fact that everyone is a consumer, and that business education plays an 
important role in our daily life. Consequently, courses have been developed and curricular 
have been revised in an attempt to develop students in the method of buying goods and 
services, and also efficient use of these goods and services. 

For vocational competency; this is simply to prepare the recipients for office 
occupation in such areas in Book-keeping, Stenography etc. it is pertinent to note that 
Business Education provides greater responsibility in the area of occupational education for 
future employees of business to gain a higher level of education and more completely 
developed skills to meet the new demands of jobs entry. 

For Socio-economic Competence; Business is an exchange of Value between people 
and it is both economic and social in nature. Business Education as a part of general 
education, therefore, is in a position to make a major contribution to the development of 
socio-economic competence by helping the recipients to develop a clear understanding of the 
nation’s economy. This means that exchange of values among people of various culture leads 
to interactions or friendliness. 

An Overview of Boko Haram Sect and their Ideology 

The introduction of western Education by missionaries in Northern part of Nigeria, 
brought about a perception by Hausa people, especially the peasants and their local tutors 
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considered the type of education as “Boko”, derived from the word “boka” meaning “a 
sorcerer”. It is literally translated as “fake or deceptive”. Western Education became known 
as” Karatun Boko” meaning “fake or deceptive education”. Those who accepted boko 
became educated and were called “Yan boko” meaning Western educated people”. Even 
though “boko” did not lead to conversion of Muslims as many traditionalists feared it led to 
westernization and secularization, and when the “Yan boko” began to dress and act like 
westerners, and became lackadaisical towards religion, the peasant tutors began to regard 
“boko” as a tool of western power to convert people from Islam. For those who are unaware 
of the history of Islamic civilization and role of Muslims in technological advancement, they 
considered “boko” in its entirety as unislamic and rejected the white man schools and 
whatever that came along with it. 

Muhammad Yusuf who is the founding father of boko haram defended his ideology 
of boko haram in a BBC interview when he said that westernization embodies concepts and 
values that are in total opposition to Islam. Yusuf , blamed the growing immorality of the 
modern secular world like mixing of the sexes, semi naked dressing, fornication as a product 
of westernization. Yusuf and his followers argued that Islam forbids interest in financial 
transaction and since the banking system promotes usury, they opposed the secular banking 
system. Yusuf ideology appealed to youths who were mostly shackled by the bondage of 
poverty against a background of poor quality educational system, incessant strike, cult 
activities, widespread malpractices and prostitution that is made worse with no offer of job 
after graduation. Yusuf also took advantage of the irresponsible leadership of all level of 
government, its corruption and failure to provide employment and security, and as he points 
out such failures. 

 In their bid to run away from all of the vices mentioned that members of the sect decided to 
cluster themselves in strategic location in the outskirt of most major town of  Bauchi and 
Yobe States. Jamaatu Ahlissunna Liddaawati Wal Jihad (JASLIDAT) activity included 
Da,awa (evangelism) in some of the remotest villages and local government areas of southern 
Borno, Yobe and some part of northern Adamawa. They went about preaching to local 
indigenes. Some non Muslims were said to have converted to Islam through the Daawah 
activity.  

The Controversy of Boko Haram 
Though the general stereotype about Yusuf as stated in wikepedia and his followers is 

to abolish Boko in its entirety in Muslim societies, Yusuf gave his controversial explanation 
in a widely circulated brief recorded video clip during a police interrogation. The police 
asked him why he claimed that Boko is Haram, while he used all products made as a result of 
Boko, citing the cloth he was wearing and the car he was riding, his reply was that such 
things were not products of Boko instead they were products of knowledge, which is 
obviously much wider than Boko.  

Yusuf explained that science and technology are not necessarily parts of Boko, 
instead they are parts of knowledge which could be learned from any source possible and 
disseminated accordingly. Yusuf was also challenged that Islam encouraged knowledge 
seeking, but his reply was that not any knowledge Islam encouraged its Haram i.e. prohibited 
for Muslims to acquire. His argument is that, whatever knowledge be it western or eastern or 
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whatever that contradicts what Islam maintains is prohibited for Muslims to learn and 
disseminate. 

The Need for Business Education to Undermine Boko Haram Insurgency 
The act of boko-haram insurgents reached its current level of damage due to the 

prevailing poverty and unemployment among our youths mostly in the North-Eastern part of 
the country.   Akinbi (2015),  noted that one of the major causes and escalation of boko 
haram insurgency in northern Nigeria are poverty, unemployment and ignorance. Similarly, 
Sani (2015), when discussing about the thirteen (13) major causes of boko haram insurgency 
submitted that “Nigeria has the massive unemployment as the sixth factor. Many of  the 
young people that ought to live decent and responsible life are roaming about in the streets. 
People like these are vulnerable and represent one of the most potent threats to Nigeria’s 
collective existence, the unity, the peace and the democracy”. These and many more factors 
suffice it to say that, the root cause of boko haram insurgency is the issue of unemployment 
and redundancy. 

The level of education in a society plays a very important role in determining its 
economic status. Center for poverty research, university of California (2014) revealed that 
those who had no high school diploma comprise a far greater share of the population in 
poverty than their share of the general population hence; the importance of education most 
especially in developing countries cannot be overstated. Education could be the catalyst 
needed to pull families and communities out of the cycle of poverty, that is why in a report 
by world bank on relationship between poverty and education says Education can help a 
family climb out of poverty directly by increasing household income, through increasing the 
productivity of self-employed workers, or by enabling access to higher-paid jobs.  

A  G20 training strategy report on a skilled workforce for strong sustainable and 
balance growth asserts “Good-quality  primary  and  secondary  education,  complemented  
by  relevant  vocational training and skills development opportunities, prepare future 
generations for  their  productive  lives,  endowing them  with  the  core  skills  that  enable  
them  to continue learning”. Sharma (2013) asserts that “The global recession or slowdown is 
provoking a reaction that there may be a problem on the supply side – that you’ve got all this 
unemployment because people don’t have the right skills,” These among others testifies that, 
the kind of the education needed is that aspect of education with skill that could help to 
earnestly provide employment to the youths which business education is an aspect. Business 
Education is an aspect of general education that prepares students for self-reliance and self-
employment.  

This invariably means that, there is need for business education as long as our youths 
are to be provided with employment. It is of paramount importance at this point to submit 
that, it is not only the captured boko haram members that should be given the skills but also 
the youths that are roaming about the streets out of redundancy and who mostly form a pool 
for recruitment by insurgents. The redundancy of the youths makes the society more 
vulnerable to social insecurities. According  to  Awake ( 2012) about  90% of  all  violence -
related  deaths  have  occurred in the world‟s less prosperous nations and the poorer 
neighborhoods’ of cities are often high crime areas. According to Akande and Okuwa ( 2009) 
youth  unemployment  and  poverty  are  playing  a  major  role  in  African  conflict  
experiences  including  Nigerians.  The prevailing socio-economic environment is enticing 
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youths to turn to war, crime and violence as a means of livelihood. The researcher could 
therefore infer from the foregoing that the lingering menace of boko haram is as a result of 
 socio-economic crises which led to serious youths unemployment in Nigeria. 

Conclusion 
Having looked at how education remain the most appropriate instrument to tackle mankind’s 
problem, this paper concluded that the best and most appropriate tool to be used and overtake 
the crises of boko haram insurgents is to give the Nigerian youths skillful education under 
business education program and unless that is done the youths would remain poor, crises 
lovers the menace would continue, and the insurgents would always took advantage of the 
unfortunate situation to get many combatant. 
 
Recommendations   
On the basis of the conclusion drawn the following recommendations were offered: 

1.     The three tiers of governments in Nigeria should emphasize on skillful education. 
2.    Vocational and Technical Education centres should be emphasized for our youths all over 

the federation 

3    the vocational and technical education centers should be equipped with machines and 
other facilities necessary for acquiring the skills  
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