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Abstract
The research is conducted in Bayelsa State, Nigeria. It examines the role of Vocational
Agricultural Education Programmes in the creating job opportunities as well as poverty
reduction.The study adopted to a descriptive survey research design that made use of
questionnaire to collect data from the respondents.The target population for the study
comprised of fifty (50) final year students in the Department of Vocational and Technology
Education (Agricultural Education Option) and one hundred (100) final year students of the
Department of Agricultural Economics & Rural Sociology in the Faculty of Agricultural
Technology, Niger Delta University, Wilberforce Island, Bayelsa State, Nigeria.The entire
population was used as the sample because the size was manageable hence no sampling. A
structured 60 item questionnaire developed from the reviewed literature and oral interview
were used in gathering data for the study. The instrument was organized into four (4)
sections in line with the three (3) objectives of the study, and had a 4-point response options
with numeral values of strongly Agreed (4), Agreed (3), Disagreed (2) and strongly
Disagreed (1) respectively.The data collected was analyzed by using mean and standard
deviation. Findings from the study revealed poor data management, poor planning,
inadequate finding and manpower. The researcher therefore made the following
recommendation which include: provision of adequate fund, manpower, proper planning and
good data management.
Keywords: Vocational Agricultural Education, Tool, Agricultural Programme, Employment
Generation, Poverty Reduction.

Introduction

Over the years, successive government has introduced different agricultural
development Programme with the view of encouraging youth towards food production, food
security, employment generation and poverty reduction. Some of such Programme  that were
initiated were farm settlement scheme(1959) national accelerated food production
Programme (1973)agricultural development Programme(1975) operation feed the
nation(1976) green revolution (1980), school-to-land(1984), homestead aquaculture(1997)
among others.

However, it is sad to note that most of these Programmesuffered some setbacks in their
implementation due to lack of data, underfunding, inadequate infrastructures, shortage of
manpower, politicization of the programme, poor organization and poor evaluation of
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programme. Looking at the objectives of the above agricultural programme, they were all
intended toreduce poverty in the society as well as to generate job opportunity for youths.

Unemployment is a global problem that the State government and the world over are
trying to grapple with. It is the basic feature of any developing economy (Olaoye,2003) and a
common phenomenonwhich every nation strives to eradicate. (Isyaku,2003). In Bayelsa state,
many youths are seen roaming the streets and creeks due to unemployment. This has kept
them in perpetual bondage of economic frustration which has greatly contributed to social
vices such as pipeline vandalism, kidnapping, hostage taking, prostitution among girls and
youths restiveness. This was confirmed by Idoko(2010) who states that the scale of
unemployment crises is highlighted by anecdotal evidence that there is currently an estimated
60-80 percent of Nigeria youth population that are unemployed Dike(2007) also supported
this fact when he said soaring youth unemployment has led to poverty and social vices, and
poverty is ravaging the society. Ndagana (2010) stated that the need to promote self-
employment is the key to solving some of the social economic and political problem in
Nigeria and the need for education to be geared toward self-productivity

Poverty is the inability to meet the average human necessities of food, clothing and
shelter (IFAD 2001). It is manifested in many ways including lack of capabilities by
individuals or groups to function and feed well in the society. Many studies have been
carrying out to understand the prevalence of poverty. It was discovered that poverty exist
both at macro and micro levels. Pat Utomi, (2006),Obadan (1996), Aliyu (2003). Ogwumike
(2001) among others alluded to the definition given above and added that poverty is linked to
hunger and endemic malnutrition which humiliate and dehumanizes its victims. From the
foregoing poverty can be described as a situation where a community of people cannot afford
the basic necessities of life such as food, clothing and shelter, which are necessary for human
existence. Such communities are just in existence but not living a normal human life.
Nweke(2003) also stress that successive government has made frantic efforts to reduce
poverty creates job opportunities, create wealth and increase food production. However to
face those challenges Eze (2005) stated that youths are enterprising force of development,
hence they should be made to handle the challenges.

Vocational education is a generic term that embraces all experiences an individual
needs to prepare for some useful occupations but it excludes the professions and is
specifically applied to employment in trade and industry, agriculture, home making and
business areas (Giachino and Gallington,1997). Tiough and Agishi (2004) posits that
vocational education is the type of education that is capable of liberating the individual and
making him achieve his life dreams andfulfillment in his chosen vocation, through the
acquires skills and habits inculcated by the training and also enable him understand his
environment. Ezeagu(2005) also viewed technical vocational education as education that as a
specific or definite role of preparing and equipping students with skills, that increases their
chances of finding a job  and skills, that is needed to create their  own employment.
Vocational education consists of six major areas: Trade and Industrial Education,
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Agricultural Education, Business education, Home Economics and Health Occupation
Education. Umoh (2006) defined agricultural education as a systematic programme of
instruction for public school leavers, out of – school, post –secondary youth, and established
farmers organized for the purpose of improving agricultural methods and rural living. Osinem
(2007) also perceived agricultural education as a process of imparting knowledge, skills and
attitude in agriculture to the learner at any level.

For Nigeria to actualize the National Transformation Agenda there is a need for manpower
development and to accept the potential of the vocational agricultural education in saving
them from the suffocating clutches of unemployment.

Based on the discourse above, the researchers are of the view that sound vocational
agricultural education can reserve the trends

Purpose of the Study

The general purpose of this work is to ascertain vocational agricultural education Programme
as a tool for poverty reductionand employment generation. To accomplish these broad
objectives, the researcher looked at the following specific objectives to:

1. Determine the role of vocational agricultural programme in poverty reductionand

employment generation.

2. Determine the challenges facing vocational agricultural programme.

3. Determine the likely remedies to the challenges facing vocational agricultural

programme.

Research Questions

The following research questions are formulated to guide the study.

1. What role does vocational education play in poverty reductionand employment

generation?

2. What are the challenges facing vocational agricultural programme?

3. What are the likely remedies to the challenges facing vocational agricultural

education programme?

Research Methodology
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The study adapted to a descriptive survey research design that made use of
questionnaire to collect data from the respondents.The target population for the study
comprised of fifty (50) final year students in the department of Vocational and Technology
Education ( Agricultural Education Option) and one hundred (100) final year students of the
department of Agricultural Economics & Rural Sociology in the Faculty of Agricultural
Technology, Niger Delta University, Wilberforce Island, Bayelsa State, Nigeria. The entire
population was used as the sample because the size was manageable hence no sampling.

A structured 60 item questionnaire developed from the reviewed literature and oral interview
were used in gathering data for the study. The instrument was organized into four (4) sections
in line with the three (3) objectives of the study, and had a 4-point response options with
numeral values of strongly Agreed (4), Agreed (3), Disagreed (2) and strongly Disagreed (1)
respectively.

Three experts face validated the instrument, two in Agricultural Education of the Department
of Vocational and Technical Education and one is Measurement and Evaluation of the
Department of Educational Foundations; all in the Niger Delta University. The comments and
suggestions made by the validators guided the production of the final copy of the instrument.

To determine the reliability of the instrument, copies of the questionnaire were pilot tested on
20 graduates from the Department of Agricultural Education, University of Education Port-
Harcourt who were not part of the main study. The Cronbach Alpha procedures was used in
determining the international consistency of the instrument which yielded a coefficient of
0.64, indicating that the instrument was reliable for the study.

A total of 150 copies of the questionnaire were administered to the respondents by hand with
the help of two research assistants. After three (3) weeks, all the 150 copies were correctly
and completely filled and returned which were used for the analysis. Thus, percentage return
rate was 100%.

Data were analyzed using weighted mean to answer the research questions.The bench mark
for acceptance mean score was 2.50 the 4-point rating scale of strongly Agreed (4), Agreed
(3), Disagreed (2) and strongly Disagreed (1). This implies that any item with a mean value
of 2.50 and above was regarded as accepted value, while any item with the mean value below
2.50 was considered not accepted value. Any item with a standard aviation between 0.00 and
1.97 indicated that the respondents were not far from the mean and the opinion of one
another, in which case, the item was adjudged valid.

Results:

The result of the study was obtained from the answered research questions and tested
hypotheses, and presented in the tables below
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Research Question 1: What Role Does Vocational Agricultural Programme Play in
Poverty Reduction and Employment Generation?

Table2: Mean ratings and standard deviation of the responses of the final year students of
vocational agricultural Programme on the role of vocational agricultural Programmes in
poverty reductionemployment generation.
S/N Role of Vocational agricultural

programme in poverty reduction
and employment generation

1 SD Remark 2 SD Remark

1 Encouraging the section of the
population which relies on buying
food to grow its own food.

3.0 1.2 Agreed 3.1 1.2 Agreed

2 Mobilizing the nation towards self-
sufficiency and self-reliance in food
production.

3.85 .48 Agreed 3.86 .44 Agreed

3 Increasing crop production 3.60 .81 Agreed 3.55 .89 Agreed

4 Raising rural income and enhancing
the standard of living of rural
dwellers.

2.50 .17 Agreed 2.48 .16 Agreed

5 Introducing agricultural credit for
small–scale farmers.

3.08 .87 Agreed 3.11 .94 Agreed

6 Accelerating the nation’s pursuit
towards small-scale sufficiency in
food production.

3.93 .25 Agreed 3.81 .39 Agreed

7 Assisting the rural community
identify and engage in viable local
projects through local organizations
and institutions.

3.57 .81 Agreed 3.27 1.04 Agreed

8 Providing the rural communities the
necessary technical and financial
support for the project throughout all
stages of development.

2.61 .68 Agreed 2.54 .69 Agreed

9 Provision of social amenities and
infrastructural facilities.

2.54 .36 Agreed 2.50 .32 Agreed

10 Encouraging young school leavers
through National Directorate of
Employment Programme

2.58 1.3
2

Agreed 2.57 1.22 Agreed
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11 Encouraging young farmers club in
school through excursion, field trip
and agricultural exhibitions.

2.67 1.2
2

Agreed 2.70 1.30 Agreed

12 Revitalizing various rural
development Programmes such as
School-to-Land, Better life, and
Operation feed the Nation etc.

2.74 .37 Agreed 2.65 .48 Agreed

13 Promotion of improved production
technologies among the small-scale
farmers.

2.51 .34 Agreed 2.50 .17 Agreed

14 Developing a comprehensive
package of technology to enhance
farmers yield.

3.1 .94 Agreed 3.38 .64 Agreed

15 Encouraging the production of major
food crops through adoption of
improved agricultural technologies.

3.60 .81 Agreed 3.53 .89 Agreed

Key: = Mean; SD = Standard Deviation; Decision; A = Agree; D = Disagree; cut-off point

= 2.50

The data presented in Table 1 shows that all the fifteen (15) items in the two groups had their

mean ( ̅)ranged between 2.5 and 3.9 and were all above the criterion level of 2.50; therefore,

they are interpreted as agreed. This implied that all the respondents agreed that the 15 item

statements were the role played by vocational agricultural Programme in reducing povertyand

generating employment. The standard deviation ranged from 0.17 to 0.25 which indicated

that the respondents were not far from one another in their responses.

Research Question 2: What are the Problems Facing Vocational Agricultural

Programme?

Table3: Mean ratings and standard deviation of the final year students of agricultural
Programme on the challenges of vocational agricultural programmes
S/N Challenges of vocational

agricultural programme
1 SD Remark 2 SD Remark

1 Poor data management 2.67 1.22 Agreed 2.70 1.30 Agreed
2 Under-functioning of the Programme 3.85 .48 Agreed 3.86 .44 Agreed
3 Misappropriation of fund 3.60 .81 Agreed 3.53 .89 Agreed
4 Inadequate infrastructural facilities 3.02 1.2 Agreed 3.13 1.12 Agreed
5 Shortage of Manpower 3.57 .81 Agreed 3.27 1.04 Agreed
6 Politicization of the Programme 3.57 .81 Agreed 3.27 1.04 Agreed
7 Poor Planning 2.54 .36 Agreed 2.5 .32 Agreed
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8 Student apathy towards agricultural
education.

3.08 .87 Agreed 3.11 .93 Agreed

9 Insufficient time for practical in
School.

2.74 .37 Agreed 2.63 .48 Agreed

10 Laziness on the part of nowadays
students

2.51 .34 Agreed 2.50 .17 Agreed

11 Paucity of land for practical
agriculture in schools

2.58 1.32 Agreed 2.57 1.22 Agreed

12 Paucity of relevant textbooks and
instructional materials.

3.32 .72 Agreed 3.20 .95 Agreed

13 Lukewarm attitude of government
towards the development of
agriculture.

3.52 .50 Agreed 3.39 .49 Agreed

14 Absence of young farmers club in
Schools to stimulate students interest
in Agriculture

2.67 1.22 Agreed 2.70 1.30 Agreed

15 Local customs and traditions such as
land tenure system, taboos and
superstitions on some crops and
livestock.

2.65 1.16 Agreed 2.83 1.11 Agreed

16 Societal negative perception towards
agricultural education.

3.60 .81 Agreed 3.53 .89 Agreed

17 Mediocre teaching and learning
under the name of in-service training
Programmes.

3.1 .94 Agreed 3.38 .69 Agreed

18 Diversion of School farm inputs for
personal use by head teachers in
collusion with agricultural teachers.

3.00 1.03 Agreed 3.81 .39 Agreed

Key: = Mean; SD = Standard Deviation; Decision; A = Agree; D = Disagree; cut-off point

= 2.50

Data presented in Table 2 revealed that all the eighteen (18) items in the two groups

had their mean ( ̅) ranged from 2.52 to 3.85 and were all above the bench mark of 2.50:

hence they are interpreted as agreed. This implied that all the respondents agreed that the 18

statements were the challenges of vocational agricultural Programme.

Research Question 3: What are The Remedies to the Challenges of Vocational
Agricultural Programmes?

Table 3: Mean ratings and standard deviation of the responses of the final year students of
agricultural Programme on the measures for enhancing vocational agricultural
Programmes.

S/N Measures for enhancing vocational
agricultural programme

1 SD Remark 2 SD Remark
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1 Proper planning 3.08 .87 Agreed 3.11 .93 Agreed

2 Non politicization of agricultural
Programmes

3.38 .49 Agreed 3.3 .71 Agreed

3 Recruitment of sufficient professional
teachers of agriculture and resource
persons.

3.37 .61 Agreed 3.4 .61 Agreed

4 Good data management system 2.78 1.12 Agreed 2.9 1.1 Agreed

5 Adequate funding and prudent
management of fund.

3.93 .25 Agreed 3.81 .39 Agreed

6 Adequate provision of infrastructural
media (materials)

3.79 .42 Agreed 3.76 6.59 Agreed

7 Proper use of improvisation by
instructors

3.32 .73 Agreed 3.2 .95 Agreed

8 Adequate provision of tools,
equipment and infrastructural facilities

3.87 .34 Agreed 3.72 .58 Agreed

9 Favourable government policies
towards agricultural Programmes

3.68 .47 Agreed 3.68 .47 Agreed

10 Students’ motivation through
scholarship scheme.

3.2 .98 Agreed 3.12 .95 Agreed

11 Staff motivation through regular
payment of salaries, promotions and
welfare packages.

3.52 .50 Agreed 3.4 .49 Agreed

12 Change in examination system to 60%
practical agriculture and 40% theory.

3.20 .76 Agreed 3.19 .62 Agreed

Grand Mean 3.3 .46 Agreed 3.3 .37 Agreed

Key: = Mean; SD = Standard Deviation; Decision; A = Agree; D = Disagree; bench mark =
2.5

Data presented in table 3 revealed that the twelve (12) items in the two groups had

their mean ( ̅)ranged between 2.78 and 3.93 and were all above the cut-off point of 2.50;

thus they are interpreted as agreed. This implied that all the respondents agreed that the 12

item statements were the measures for enhancing vocational agricultural Programmes. The

standard deviation ranged from 1.1 to 0.25 which indicated that the respondents were not far

from one another in their respondents.
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Discussion of the Findings

The findings of the study in table 1 indicated that all the fifteen (15) statements were
the role played by vocational agricultural Programmes in reducing povertyand generating
employment. The finding of the study is in agreement with the submission of Ogbazi (1992)
who opine that the role played by agricultural development Programmes inpoverty reduction
and employment generation abound; ranging from self-sufficiencyin food production, youth
empowermentto industrialization.Although, there are pitfalls inherent in each of the
agricultural development Programme nevertheless, Idoko (2010) advised that the viable
Programmes should be intensified in both private and public sectors because agricultural
development is synonymous with rural development.

The findings from table 2 indicated that all the eighteen (18) item statements are the
challenges of vocational agricultural Programmes in the study area. The findings are in line
with the evidence given by Tiough and Agishi (2004) who reported that vocational
agricultural Programmes in Nigeria are bedeviled by myriad of problems such as poor
planning, poor finding, inadequate manpower, infrastructural decay, politicization, students
apathy towards agricultural discipline and mediocre training Programmes under the name of
in-service. Little wonder, Osinem (2008) lamented that an in-depth analysis of agricultural
development Programmes in Nigeria revealed a very gloomy picture of what the future holds
if drastic action is not taken immediately to salvage the status of food production.

The findings of the study in table 3 showed that all the twelve (12) item statements are the
measures for enhancing the effectivity and success of vocational agricultural Programmes.
The findings are in harmony with the report of Ezeagu (2005)who advised youths and adults
alike that are engaged in vocational agricultural Programme to be more proactive through
strategic planning, dedication and commitment to services. Hence, Nelagana (2010) posits
that adequate staff motivation and management of data would enhance the success of
vocational agricultural Programmes.

Conclusion

Successive governments, over the years, have introduced different agricultural development
Programmes aimed primarily at encouraging youths and adults towards food production. The
study thus, identified eighteen (18) reasons for such abysmal failure of the Programmes as
well as twelve (12) measures that would enhance the success of the vocational agricultural
Programmes in the study area. Therefore, if the findings of this study are packaged into a
training manual for youths, students, graduates, adults and other stakeholders, it will
apparently enhance their socio-economic status and reduce poverty.

Recommendations

Based on the findings from the study, the researchers have made the following
recommendations.
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1. Federal and State Government should make the study of Agricultural Science compulsory
in both Primary and Secondary School levels.

2. Federal and State Government should ensure that viable agricultural Programmes are
initiated and implemented sin both private and public sectors for job creation and poverty
reduction.

3. Federal and State Government should provide required finding as well as train the needed
manpower for successful implementation of the Programme.

4. Finally management of Agricultural Programmes should be proactive through proper
strategic planning, dedication and commitment to service.
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