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Abstract
The development of any nation depends largely on its educational standard or level. Thus,
education is seen as a catalyst for socioeconomic and political development of a nation. To
tackle its major development problems such as poverty, unemployment among others, the nation
needs to revisit it educational system. Specifically in Nigeria, there is an increasing rate of
poverty and unemployment among youths in the country. Hence, the necessity to significantly
alter existing educational system in order to achieve more effectively certain desired outcomes
for the eradication of poverty and unemployment. However, despite various policies and
strategies of government, and other stakeholders in alleviating the malaise, very little has been
achieved, as the poverty rate and unemployment continue to soar. Consequently, this paper
examines the linkages between entrepreneurship and national development in Nigeria. The paper
posits that entrepreneurship plays magnificent roles in national development in Nigeria in terms
of creation of job opportunities, development of small and/or medium-sized enterprises, increase
in gross domestic product and the capital income, wealth creation and distribution as well as
improvement of the standard of living. The paper therefore recommends among others, that for
the goals of the entrepreneurial curriculum to be achieved then effective implementation in terms
of provision of facilities and instructional materials, recruitment of qualified teachers and the
utilization of appropriate pedagogical approach must be given due attention.
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Introduction

Entrepreneurship has been acknowledged as the unsurpassed panacea to unemployment
and poverty among youths mainly due to the high turnout of graduates in the labour force
(Brownhilder, 2014). Notably, entrepreneurship is a key driver of economic growth through
increase in manpower contribution to output (Osakede, Lawanson and Sobowale, 2017).
Specially, the Nigerian economy has a very low absorption capacity for graduates into formal
employment, thus aggravating the problems of unemployment vis-à-vis poverty. According to
Olorundare and Kayode (2014), the Nigerian situation is worsen by the fact that most graduates
turned out into the labour force are basically suited for white-collar jobs because of their dearth
of relevant vocational abilities and competencies that would trigger their engagement in
entrepreneurship. Consequently, the need to review the curriculum arose to address this
deficiency. As noted by Obioma in the National Policy on Education (6th Edition) the revision
and updating of the 5th edition of the National Policy on Education was informed by the need to
improve and refocus education quality and service delivery for the accelerated attainment of the
National Economic Empowerment and Development strategy (NEEDS) goals of social and
economic transformation, wealth creation, poverty reduction, employment generation and value
reorientation, as well as meet the ideals of the transformation Agenda of the President of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria (Federal Republic of Nigeria, FRN 2013). In addition, Ekpoh and
Edet (2017) observe that the Nigerian Universities Commission (NUC) in its attempt to address
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this deficiency in the educational system drafted a curriculum on entrepreneurship studies for
Nigerian Universities in 2004 after its workshop held in July 2004. From the foregoing, one
cannot underestimate the relationship between Entrepreneurship and National Development of
Nigeria. Hence, this paper explores the impact of the Entrepreneurship Curriculum on National
Development if effectively implemented.

Entrepreneurship in Nigeria
Entrepreneurship has been multifariously conceptualized. Chinwendu, Bridged and Ada

(2015) opine that Richard Cantillon was the first to use the term 'entrepreneur' and defined it as
'one who buys factors of production at certain prices, and sells his products at uncertain prices'.
This definition narrowly conceptualized entrepreneurship as starting a business and making
money or the process of starting and owning a business that provides goods or services to people
in exchange for money. In a broad perspective, entrepreneurship is more than starting a business.
Emmanuel (2002) defines entrepreneurship as the willingness and the ability of an individual to
seek out a new investment opportunity, establish an enterprise based on this and run it
successfully either for profit making or social benefit. To this end, entrepreneurship is actually
concerned with the identification of gaps and business opportunities in one's immediate
environment and bringing together the necessary resources in an innovative way to fill these gaps
and in the process gaining personal reward (Moses and Mosunmola, 2014). Entrepreneurship is a
mindset, a way of thinking and acting. It is basically a special way of life and mindset in which
people are innovative and try to solve some particular problems while also creating value in the
society. Gotleib and Ross in Moses & Mosunmola (2014) identify three main concepts in
entrepreneurship, viz: evaluating opportunities, securing resources, and growing and sustaining
the enterprise.

In the Nigerian context, entrepreneurship is not an invention but a modification of what
existed before the British colonization. In the pre-colonial era, entrepreneurship was rooted in the
traditional Nigerian Education. According to Ibia (2009), the curriculum of the traditional
Nigerian education was rationally designed to help translate the aspiration of pre-colonial
Nigerians into reality. Accordingly, the designed was based on the people's conception of their
past, awareness of the world around them, a clear understanding of the working of their
community and the knowledge, skills and attitude for life in a cooperative community.
Specifically, the economic aspect of the traditional Nigerian Education consisted of those things
that equipped the individual to exploit his natural environment to provide food, clothing, shelter
and protection for himself and for his dependants. Hence, unemployment and poverty were not
mentioned among the youths as it is today.

However, during the colonial era, the mode of entrepreneurship changed as the colonial
masters brought their goods and made Nigerians their middlemen. Furthermore, with the
introduction of the western-type education in Nigeria, the youths were however trained to read
and write which qualified them for employment only as clerks. Thus, the entrepreneurial mindset
began to fade away.

After independence, Nigerians began to question the functionality of the western-type
education, noting that this type of education is certainly not what is needed in the country. It
therefore became obvious that mere literacy or mere academic knowledge was no longer a
guarantee for a good job, hence the trend change from cognitive-inclined education to
psychomotor-incline education. This quest for entrepreneurship has long influence the
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curriculum in view of making education functional. The trend has not stopped as several
educational and professional bodies have joined in calling for functional education. For instance,
the Faculty of Education, University of Uyo, Uyo in its 6th Annual National Conference on
Education has as its theme: "Beyond Literacy and Numeracy: Implications for Functional
Education in Nigeria". This theme emphasized that mere reading, writing and counting is not
enough to provide employment for the teaming unemployed youths, rather functional education
which implies entrepreneurship should be encouraged. This position supports that of Asaju and
Adagba (2014) who pointed that functional education is a catalyst for reducing the high rate of
poverty in Nigeria. This position is a buttress of earlier scholars who had recommended the
essence of functional education through entrepreneurship education to the Nigerian Government.
For instance, Cookey defined functional education as the education in which the ability to
perform production tasks is more emphasized than the education that aims at producing
ideological conformity. Thus, functional education is a kind of education that emphasizes
practice more than theory. Cookey therefore posited that the Nigerian education has not been
functional because too much emphasis has been placed on theoretical and academic knowledge.
The result of this dysfunctional education is that schools turn out graduates without useful
knowledge and skills and who become alienated from their own environment. To redress this, the
government, stakeholders and educational planners among others have called for the
incorporation of entrepreneurial studies into the curriculum at all levels.

There are overwhelming evidences that the government and educational planners have
taken steps to address the issue of dysfunctional education by introducing entrepreneurship into
the educational system. This is vividly expressed in the National policy on Education (6th

Edition) where the inculcation of entrepreneurship skills is learn for self-reliance and national
development is highlighted as one of the goals for the Basic Education, Post Basic Education and
tertiary Education respectively. The rationale for this according to Chiwendu, Bridget and Ada
(2015) include job creation and economic development; strategic adjustments and realignment,
and deregulation and the privatization of public utilities and state-owned enterprises. However,
despite these laudable prospects, entrepreneurship in Nigeria is hampered by certain factors,
which include:

 Dearth of Entrepreneurial Mindset: This connotes the lack of entrepreneurial
mentality. Many youths in Nigeria still do not see entrepreneurship as a panacea for
unemployment. Their mind is still set on white collar jobs.

 Lack of Capital: Many who could have loved to translate their creative ideas into
reality are hindered by lack of capital.

 Difficult in securing loans from Financial Institution: Prompted by lack of capital to
start up a business, many resort to obtaining loan from banks. However, this is no longer
possible because banks and financial institutions see lending of money to entrepreneurs
as a huge risk. Beside bank demand huge collateral and high-interest rate which these
entrepreneurs cannot afford.

 The fear of adventurism: Many youths are not courageous to adventure into a new
business. Thus, they see starting a new business as a high risk.
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 Lack of proper planning and execution: Starting up a business needs proper planning
and execution. Proper planning here connotes researching the fundamentals about the
business. Failure to plan before execution always leads to collapse in the business.

 Lack of patience: The desire for quick returns and greed by business owners have
resulted in folding up businesses. Some business owners have been duped by fraudsters
who disguise themselves to be business associates who have the capacity to deliver the
needed goods at a very cheap rate to the greedy business owners.

 Poor state of infrastructure in Nigeria: Unstable power supply has forced many
businesses to close or resort to generators to run the business, and thereby spend a lot of
money on buying of fuel. Lack of good roads also is another issue of concern.

 Inconsistency in the policies of the government: The change of government has
always come with a change of policies as the new government intends to make a name
for itself. These inconsistencies posed a challenge to the entrepreneurs in Nigeria.

 Insecurity: Kidnapping, armed robbery, stealing, communal clash, and cultism are all
vices that have negative effects on entrepreneurship in Nigeria. Such effects may be
direct (involving the entrepreneurs) or indirect (involving their customers or the
location/community of their business).

Entrepreneurship Curriculum in Nigeria
The desire to make up for the curricula inadequacies in meeting employment problem

necessitated entrepreneurship education. Conceptually, entrepreneurship education refers all
forms of knowledge delivery that seek to empower the individual to create wealth in the
economic sector, thereby advancing the cause of development of the nation as a whole (Ekpoh
and Edet, 2011). Hence entrepreneurship education is an imperative that would make a positive
contribution to improving the entrepreneurship orientation of the youths resulting in the
acquisition of skills, creativity, confidence, drive and courage in order to create employment for
self and others. To this end, the goal of entrepreneurship education is to empower the graduates
irrespective of their areas of specialization with skills that will enable them to engage in income
yielding venture, if they are unable to secure jobs in the public sector (Bassey and Archibong,
2005). To achieve this goal, the Nigerian government included in the curriculum several subjects
that will enhance the acquisition of entrepreneurial skills at the various levels of education.

Basic Education: This includes learners from pre-primary to junior secondary three. One of the
goals of Basic Education is to provide the child with diverse basic knowledge and skills for
entrepreneurship, wealth generation and educational advancement (FRN, 2013). To achieve this
goal, Home Economics and Agriculture which are theme in pre-vocational studies are included
for the learners. As noted by Ogundele and Abiola (2012), it is not enough to teach learners at
this level the skills of reading, writing, calculating and elementary science alone, they must be
taught how to apply these skills in solving the problems of the society. In addition, they must be
introduced to the various occupational areas in their local environment. This can be achieved
through participatory, exploratory, experimental and child-centered teaching method as
recommended in the National Policy of Education (6th Edition).
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Post-Basic Education: This includes learners from senior secondary one to three. One of the
objectives of Post Basic Education is to provide entrepreneurial, technical and vocational job
specific skills for self-reliance, and for agricultural, industrial, commercial and economic
development (FRN, 2013). To achieve this, thirty four (34) trade/entrepreneurship subjects are
included in the Post-Basic Education Curriculum. Equivalent to the Post-Basic Education is the
Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET). Some of the goals of TVET include
providing the technical knowledge and vocational skills necessary for agricultural, commercial
and economic development; and to give training and impact the necessary skills to individual for
self-reliance economically (FRN, 2013). Institutions under TVET are technical college,
vocational enterprise institutions (VEIs) and National Vocational Qualifications Framework
(NVQF). Though these institutions operate with different curriculum owing to their respective
goals, they all have one thing in common, that is at the completion of the categories of education
trainees should be able to set up their own businesses and become self-employed and be able to
employ others. Their pedagogy is typical practice based.

Tertiary Education: This includes universities, colleges of education, monotechnics, and
polytechnics among others. Tertiary education has as one of its goals to promote and encourage
scholarships, entrepreneurship and community service. However, despite this goal, there is doubt
over its translation, implementation and effectiveness of the pedagogical approach. Ogundele
and Abiola (2012) noted in this regards that there are some forms of entrepreneurship education
levels but opine that in some institutions it s taught only in one semester out of eight in four
years of a student's academic experience with varying curse contents. They recommended that
the best approach to translate this goal to practicality will be to ensure that students take at least a
course in entrepreneurship in every year of their academic pursuit at the tertiary institution under
varying titles such as entrepreneurship development, small business management, and
management of small scale industry among others.
Entrepreneurship and National Development

National Development has been conceived as the ability of a country or countries to
improve the social welfare of the people which include providing social amenities like quality
education, potable water, transportation, infrastructure, medical career among others. Also
National Development connotes the process of improving the quality of all human lives in the
country especially with respect to raising the people's living standard by eradicating poverty and
increasing people assess to basic needs of life like shelter, food, clothing, education, medicinal
services and so on. Studies have indicated that there is a significant relationship between
entrepreneurship and national development. For instance, Koster and Rai (2008) observe that
when there are employment possibilities in the nation, then declining rates of entrepreneurship
should be expected. Using India as a case study, they noted that entrepreneurship is the important
driver of recent economic growth and national development. According to Asaju and Adagba
(2014), functional education (entrepreneurship) is a catalyst for socio-economic and political
development of nation. Similarly, Ogundele and Abiola (2012) posited that the hope of any
meaningful development that will produce great and dynamic economy in Nigeria in all aspects
of its people endeavors lies in a rigorous and massive entrepreneurial education, training and
development.

Based on these facts, it can be analyzed that entrepreneurship plays magnificent roles in
national development in Nigeria. Some of the roles include:

 Creation of job opportunities: Entrepreneurship creates job for both the
entrepreneur and other people, hence reducing unemployment.
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 Development of small and/or medium-sized enterprises: entrepreneurship boasts
the nation economy as it promotes and strengthens the small and medium-sized
enterprises.
 Increase in gross domestic product and the capital income; the gross domestic
product and the capital income are indices of national development. Hence,
entrepreneurship increase both the sum of all final goods produced for consumption in
the country as well as the perceived calculated amount every citizen would receive if the
nation's wealth was to be divided among all the citizens of that country in a particular
year.
 Wealth Creation and Distribution: Entrepreneurship brings about not just the
creation of wealth by entrepreneurs but also the distribution of such wealth to the public
through employments, goods and services.
 Improvement of the Standard of Living: Entrepreneurship creates job
opportunities which in turn increase the capital income of the citizens. The end product is
that the standard of living of the people will improve.

Conclusion
The widespread level of unemployment in Nigeria could have been minimized if

Nigerians of varying age groups and backgrounds were exposed to entrepreneurial education
across all levels of education. The need for entrepreneurship had long been highlighted soon
after independence. The trend has not change as the Federal Government of Nigeria in its
educational goals and contents prioritize entrepreneurial skills for self-reliance and national
development. However, there is doubt in its implementation of the entrepreneurial curriculum.
This planned curriculum if properly translated from document to classroom and workshop then
the number of unemployed youths in Nigeria as well as the rate of poverty would be reduced.
Despite this shortcoming, it still remain that the entrepreneurial curriculum still remains the
panacea for national development.

Recommendations
If the goals of the entrepreneurial curriculum are to be achieved then the following
recommendations should be considered:

1. There is need for the government, proprietors of school, stakeholders and non
governmental agencies to provide the facilities and instructional materials necessary for
effective implementation.

2. Qualified teachers should be employed by the government and school proprietors to
implement the entrepreneurial curriculum at all levels of education in the public and
private schools respectively.

3. The utilization of appropriate pedagogical approach must be given due attention by
teachers and school administrators.

4. A loan scheme should be put to place by the government who will also ensure that the
loan is religiously distributed to young entrepreneurs to cater for their capital.
5. The Government in collaboration with curriculum experts and other stakeholders
should prioritize the effective implementation of the entrepreneurial curriculum planned
and developed to aid national development.
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