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Abstract
This paper focuses on National Consciousness as an index of qualitative education. It portrays
the roles of the citizens to the nation for positive thinking, patriotism, loyalty, peaceful co-
existence, security and national development. The write up discussed different areas in which
national consciousness can contribute to qualitative education in Nigeria. The areas include;
Allocation of budget adequate funding of education, provision of modern laboratories,
equipment and materials, E-libraries, patronage of Nigeria education, investment in teacher
education, adequate security and re- branding of education in Nigeria. Nigeria educational
system has been described as being of poor standard and dysfunctional for decades. Therefore,
this paper is of the opinion that National Consciousness is a vehicle through which qualitative
education can be achieved for national development. Hence, as a way forward among others, it
recommends that federal and state governments should make budgets to reflect the 26%
budgetary allocation to education recommended by UNESCO for acquisition of quality facilities
to improve teaching and learning.
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Introduction

To build a nation, the citizens need to have qualitative education. Qualitative education

will assist the citizen to harness both human and material resources to move the country forward

for possible national development. National consciousness will endear the spirit of patriotism

and support for qualitative education for the citizens. National consciousness, therefore, will be

the, driving force for qualitative education which will result to national development.  Nguru and

Jibo (2009) wrote that no nation can achieve accelerated growth with an illiterate populace and

dysfunctional educational system.  The authors maintained that it is the skilled and trained

manpower of a country that will harness other factors in a country to facilitate national

development.

National Consciousness: The Nigerian Context
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The concept of national consciousness brings to mind the connectedness of citizenry to a

nation. National consciousness is the creation of awareness of the citizen’s responsibility to the

nation. National consciousness is the re-awakening of the fact that, despite the multi-culturality,

there is unity in diversity. On this, Kekong (2015) opined that every Nigerian needs to nurture

the sense of inter-connectedness with human kind as an intimately-interdependent global

community. In the context of the school, students with a high sense of national consciousness

will not engage in destructive school riots, will be committed to their studies and will work

towards the development of the nation.  National consciousness calls the citizens to be mindful

of their positive contributions to national development in Nigeria. Citizens are to be alert,

knowing that the nation’s future growth is determined by what is happening today in Nigeria.

National consciousness entails the willingness of the citizens to make sacrifices for the

achievement of economic and social welfare of the nation. National consciousness creates

environment for qualitative education. According to Ebong (2016) environment here includes;

school building, sport fields, libraries, laboratories, teaching aids and instructional materials.

Furthermore national consciousness can engender peace and peaceful co-existence, security,

patriotism, law abiding citizens, religious and ethnic  tolerance, respect for each other’s  right,

loyalty, honesty and self-discipline in all aspects. National consciousness denotes a realization of

the role of the citizenry to the nation for the purpose of positive development in the different

sectors of the society and economy.  The lack of national consciousness has ushered in societal-

ills such as armed robbery, kidnapping, religious and ethnic wars among others.

National consciousness becomes imperative and a tool through which an individual

commits his/herself to the welfare, growth and development of one self and the community

where they serve or belong.  For instance, a student who is conscious of his/her study and has

also taken the Nigerian pledge to heart, to serve the fatherland, will be motivated to work hard to

become a doctor, a public servant, scientists, teachers and the like, in other to be a better person

and serve Nigeria. The teacher on the other hand, who has national consciousness in him/her,

will also be committed to their responsibilities of developing the students mentally,

academically, socially and otherwise. This will entail the teacher being at their best. So also, the

challenge of national consciousness rests with the school administrators too, who have the

responsibility of providing and maintaining quality educational parameters. This write up is of

the opinion that it is national consciousness that can serve as a vehicle through which qualitative
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education can be achieved for national development in Nigeria. National consciousness can be

reconstructed when government provides standard facilities in schools for qualitative education

and skill training for the youth with take-off grant at graduation. To reconstruct national

consciousness, such measures that was applied in the case of the Niger Delta youths  sent abroad

to acquire skills for positive contribution to the Nation is very instructive. Hence, national

consciousness for positive development of the nation is awakened

The Concept of Education

Education is the key that unlocks the pathway to the world of knowledge. When it opens,

it brings the opportunity to swim deep and make new discoveries to become a better and

balanced person. Education gives the individual an opportunity to improve and stand the chance

to make positive contribution to the nation for national development. Education usually focuses

on three domains which are affective, cognitive and psychomotor. It prepares the learner to have

affection (feelings) for other members of the society. In the cognitive domain, the learner is

formed to think and act positively for self and societal transformation while in the psychomotor

(manipulative) the learner is trained on how to handle tasks skilfully for economic benefits and

national development. Therefore, according to Udo-Okon and Williams (2014), education

enhances national growth and transformation, supports societal and individual development and

contributes to national productivity.

According to Uyanga (2011) as cited by Udo-Okon and Williams (2004) education brings

about societal transformation and development by generating knowledge through research,

transmission of knowledge through teaching and learning and application of acquired knowledge

to improve the society. The Nigeria educational system has received a lot of criticisms at

conferences, seminars, workshops, researches, locally and globally. It has been a great cause of

concern since this type of educational system affects the country’s present and future life of the

citizens, economy and national development. This calls for inward looking and appraisal of the

quality of educational system obtainable in the country. Here, Kekong (2015) observed that a

good educational system is fundamental not only to the academics but also to a nation that wants

to be economically viable and technologically great.
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Nguru and Jibo (2009) opined that educational system in Nigeria is faced with a lot of problems

most of which are linked with lack of funds and facilities among others. For example the 6-3-3-4

system of education has not taken off effectively.

National Consciousness and Qualitative Education in Nigeria

National consciousness should re-awaken in the citizens a sense of belonging and breed

positive thinking and behavior for national development in Nigeria.   In a way national

consciousness should cause the citizens to long for, accept and support qualitative education as a

better option and a   means of transforming Nigeria. Qualitative education is in-school or out-of

school training necessary for molding of the whole person to become useful to himself, his

family, community and Nation at large. It is education that equips the individual with social

responsibility, job orientation, and political participation as well as spiritual and moral values.

Ebong (2016) stated that qualitative education is  a type of education where there are

instructional materials, good working condition, free  glow of communication as well as a

conducive environment for  effective learning process. The author maintained that qualitative

education is that which is aimed at avoiding moral laxity, indiscipline and laziness on the part of

the teachers. Therefore, there is need to uphold high quality in education. Quality is standard.

Qualitative education involves the ability to meet the expected standard or goals of education

particularly in Nigeria. The Nigerian National Policy on Education detailed government

intentions, expectations, goals, standards and requirements for qualitative education at all levels

across the nation. The specific goals of qualitative education according to FRN (2013) include

to:

(a) Ensure and sustain unfettered access and equity to education for the total development of

the individual.

(b) Ensure the quality of education delivery at all levels;\

(c) Promote functional education for skill acquisition, job creation and poverty reduction;

(d) Ensure periodic review, effective and relevance of the curriculum at all levels to meet the

needs of the society and the world of work;

(e) Collaborate with developmental partners, the private sector, non-governmental

organizations and local communities to support and fund education; and
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(f) Promote information and communication technology at all levels.

The appraisal of quality of education and national education goals show that the Nigeria

educational system runs at the exact opposite to what it is meant to achieve (qualitative

education). Qualitative education should be standard and acceptable type of education for all,

in and outside Nigeria. Ebong (2016) observed that qualitative education contributes to economic

advancement, both scientifically and technologically, and that this type of education produces

job creators or employers of labour instead of job seekers  at graduation.  Qualitative education

in Nigeria should be a type of education that is functional and that which the graduates can

compete comfortably with other graduates outside the shores of Nigeria. These graduates will

eventually harness others factors in the country to facilitate national development.

National Development

National development is improvement in human assets and  infrastructures of a nation to

achieve a high standard of living for citizens. Qualitative education is a key factor that can

contribute immensely to national development because the well trained citizens in different fields

in the process of working will bring in new ideas and technologies to the nation. National

development involves positive changes in the areas of income received, provision of better health

care services, infrastructures, relationship with each other, economy and even the government. It

is the ability of the nation to manage its available resources effectively and efficiently that the

citizens can attain economic growth.  As recorded by  Nguru and Jibo (2009) national

development has to do with the improved living conditions of the people.

Qualitative Education as Index of National Consciousness

Most students around the world burn with passion as to what course they will study when

they go to Universities and other higher institutions of learning.  However, in Nigeria,

roadblocks and bottle necks exist in the educational system that hinder the fulfillment of the

dreams of young aspiring students. Due to inadequate facilities and personnel for instance, some

institutions limit the amount of students they take for certain courses, either by raising the cut-off

for admission or by introducing other frivolous conditions to cover for the institution

inadequacies. Thus, they send the students to certain programmes that were not the students’

choice. This is an illustration where poor quality in education can limit national consciousness.
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Some areas of qualitative education parameters discussed in this paper includes: Allocation of

adequate budget/funding of education; Provision of Modern Laboratories, Equipment, and

Materials; Provision of E-Libraries among others.

Allocation of adequate budget/funding of education:

For the reason of national consciousness and value for qualitative education Federal

Government and members of Senate, will do well to make at least 26% budget allocation for

education in Nigeria as recommended   by UNESCO. This allocation will help to cushion and

solve many problems facing education sector in Nigeria. Offiong, Akpan and Usoro (2013),

stated that Nigeria budgetary allocation to education had the following percentages 11.53%

(1997), 10.94% (1998), 11.12% (1999), 8.36% (2000), 7.0% (2001),  5.9%-(2002) and 1.8%

(2003). Budgetary allocation to education in Nigeria has never been commendable as compared

with other African countries like Ghana 31.00% (2013), Cote d’Ivore 30% (2013) Uganda 27%

(2013) among others (World Bank (2012) in Offiong and Usen (2014).  Due to National

consciousness, Nigerians should come to terms with the fact that qualitative education can only

be achieved when there is adequate funding. Adequate funding can be judged when there is

conducive study environment (facilities) for the learners, better remuneration for teachers,

sponsorship for researches and conferences among others. With this, schools will turn out skills

and competent graduates that will function effectively in the different sectors in Nigeria hence

national development will be achieved. Okujagu (2013) confirmed that funds are very crucial for

a system to attain its goals.

Provision of Modern Laboratories, Equipment, and Materials:

There is need to have modern laboratories, equipment and materials in schools. National

consciousness should endear Nigerians to support qualitative education by way of giving

donations in cash and kind for provision of laboratories, equipment and   materials.  Schneider

(2002) in Okon (2014) wrote that many educational institutions in Nigeria do not have science

laboratories while a  good  number of those that have, do not posses the basic tools and

equipment as microscopes, dissecting instruments and  specimens. Therefore, Nigerians through

National consciousness can redeem the situation by provision of these amenities to promote

teaching learning and acquisition of knowledge for national development.



Benchmark Journals
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF EDUCATIONAL BENCHMARK (IJEB),

eISSN: 2489-0170 pISSN:2489-4162 University of Uyo

Vol. 2(2)  2016 Page 67

Provision of E-Libraries:

E-Libraries have become a necessity in this modern time. This will help the learners to

gain access to learning materials from different areas. Old books remain with old ideas while E-

libraries will open the way to gain new and current knowledge hence act as a catalyst for

learning. Okon (2014) opined that libraries give students opportunity for independent study at

their own pace, provide opportunity for creativity and independent thinking and encourage

children in the proper use of leisure time. Hence, well stocked and e-libraries must be provided

by government and individual Nigerians even those outside the country.  This is a way of saying

that national consciousness should re-awaken Nigerians to contribute positively to qualitative

education by providing electronics like computers, printers,  e-books and other accessories to

well equip e-libraries  for the learners, this action will help to support qualitative education.

Patronage of Nigeria Education

National consciousness is to re-awaken the spirit of patriotism and loyalty in the citizens.

Nigerians should patronize Nigeria education by using their good offices to improve the

educational infrastructures by building of well ventilated and spacious classroom blocks for easy

classroom management for teachers, supply of furniture to school, donation of sports equipment,

school bus for excursion and funds to purchase instructional materials, fans and air conditioners

for classrooms and dormitories /hostels. The availability of these facilities will help both in

teaching and learning process and promote qualitative education. With national consciousness,

the country will experience steady economy peaceful environment, steady value of currency,  no

strike  by teachers, availability of qualified teachers, adequate security and  steady  school

calendar.

It will, also make education attractive to Nigerians who patronize education outside

Nigeria. Here, Usen, Udofia and Offiong (2012) maintained that provision of instructional

facilities, workshops,  equipment tools  and other facilities is  necessary to provide qualitative

education and will help Nigerians to look inwards for education  of their children.

Investment in Teacher Education:

Teachers need to be properly educated. Abraham (2013) observed that no amount of

investment in teacher education in terms of intellectualism and infrastructures should be
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considered too much in order to enshrine functional and qualitative education within the

framework of Nigeria developmental aspirations. When there is proper investment in teachers by

the government at all levels, national consciousness will be awaken. Teachers will be challenged

to teach the learners with passion and devotion hence will contribute meaningfully for national

development.

Provision of Adequate Security

National consciousness is to promote security in Nigeria.  Today in Nigeria, for national

youth service, the   practice of posting the corps members to any part of the country is no larger

in existence, rather the would- be – corps members choose a State  for service. In Nigeria, the

issue of insecurity is becoming alarming. The story of kidnapping of the over 200  chibok school

girls in North – Eastern Nigeria to an unknown destination. Akinbi (2012) wrote that it is

obvious fact that the Niger Delta environmental crisis posed great challenges to security and

national development. The issue involve vandalisation of oil installations, sealing of production

sites, hostages taking and demand for ransom.  National consciousness when it is accepted and

embraced, it brings security, freedom and   peaceful environment. This is because the citizens

will think and provide safety for each other, accept, own and protect the available infrastructures.

With adequate security of lives and properties, rich Nigerians and foreigners will open standard

schools in Nigeria, talented, skill personnel’s and foreign teachers will be free to stay and work

in any part of the country. In this regard, Nigeria will experience qualitative education, possible

economic growth and national development. \

Re-Branding of Educational System in Nigeria

Nigeria educational system can be re-branded through national consciousness. Abraham

(2013) wrote that branding in this direction will enhance the recognition, acceptance and

patronage of education in Nigeria. The author maintained that for educational institutions,

offering distinctive and excellent educational opportunities and services to facilitate the

intellectual, holistic personal development and robust empowerment of the learners would

constitute a form of  branding. Quality issues directly affect branding efforts in educational

services. Nigerians through national consciousness can help to show case the quality of

education in Nigeria by re-branding. Education in Nigeria can be regarded as a product and
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citizens can re-brand by re-design educational system with quality facilities and   service culture.

The Nigeria media through national consciousness  collect profiles   from  the best  government

and private  schools and  higher educational institutions in Nigeria, these  profiles will include

facilities available, calibre of teachers /lecturers, percentages of performance of students in

different  internal and  external examinations and  advertise in print,  television and internet. This

will show competency, functionality   and quality of educational system. In this way, Nigerians

as patriotic citizens will promote their own educational activities to attract foreigners to school in

Nigeria. Re-branding  educational system in Nigeria, will involve redesigning  with modern

facilities and  quality service,  this will help  Nigerians and  outsiders  to look at education in

Nigeria in a  new perspective, appreciate  and embrace it.

Conclusion

National consciousness denotes a realization of the role of the citizenry to the nation for

the purpose of positive development in the different sectors of the economy. National

consciousness brings peace, peaceful co-existence, security, patriotism, law  abiding  citizens,

religious and ethnic  tolerance,  loyalty, honesty and  self  discipline  in all aspects. In Nigeria

educational sector has remained at a low quality for decades due to lack of patriotism, inadequate

funding and insecurity among others. The provision of allocation of adequate budget/funding of

modern laboratories, e-libraries, security, patronage of Nigeria education, investment in teacher

education, and  re-branding of Nigeria educational system will  usher in qualitative education.

Also it is believed that awakening of national consciousness will contribute to quality and

acceptable type of education for all, in and outside Nigeria. A type of education that is functional

and that which the graduates can compete comfortably with other graduates outside Nigeria. It is

hoped that if the contents of this write up is given proper attention by operators of Education in

Nigeria, not only will our education quality improve for constructive engagement by Nigerians,

foreign nationals will start to patronize education in Nigeria and  this will lead to national

development.

Recommendations

This paper recommends that:
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1. To attend qualitative education, Federal and State governments should make budget that

will reflect 26% budgetary allocation recommendation by UNESCO for acquisition of

quality facilities in schools.

2. Curriculum planners should set courses that will instil deep knowledge about society

country and prepare students to be competent at graduation.

3. Federal, State and Local governments through the Ministry of Information should

organized seminars and workshops on “National Consciousness for  National

Development” so that patriotism and loyalty can be promoted among Nigerian citizens.

4. In order to promote quality education in Nigeria, Non-Governmental (NGOS), Federal

and State governments should provide well-equipped laboratories, classrooms and re-

libraries in schools.

5. Well meaning and prominent Nigerians should promote education in Nigeria by sending

their wards to schools in the country

6. To encourage research attendance at conferences, seminars and workshops, lecturers and

teachers should be sponsored and well motivated by Federal and state governments.

7. Federal and state Ministries of information should bring up Jingle tagged “Re-Branding

of education in Nigeria the task for all Nigerians” this will re-awaken national

consciousness.
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