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Abstract 

The study determined the relationship between information resources’ quality (currency of 

information materials and authority of information materials) and students’ utilisation of medical 

library collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo. Two research questions and two null 

hypotheses were formulated to guide the study. The study was an ex-post facto research. A total of 

324 clinical students were selected from a population of 463 clinical students from the Universities of 

Port Harcourt and Uyo representing 70 percent of the entire population to serve as representative 

sample. The researcher-developed instrument titled: “Information resources’ quality and Students’ 

Utilisation of Medical Library Collections Questionnaire (IRQSUMLCQ)”, a 20 item instrument, was 

used for data collection. The instrument was validated by three independent experts from the Faculty 

of Education, University of Uyo, Uyo. The instrument had a reliability index of .73 determined using 

Cronbach alpha reliability package in SPSS 17. Data for the study were analysed using linear 

regression and Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient for answering the research 

questions and testing the null hypotheses respectively. The findings from data analysis showed that, 

excepting authority of information, currency of information has significant positive relationship with 

students’ utilisation of medical library collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo. The 

study recommends among others that medical students should be co-opted into medical libraries’ 

collection development committees to ensure selection and acquisition of quality library resources 

that would meet information needs. 
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Introduction 

A library is primarily set up to collect, organize or process, store, preserve and disseminate 

information materials of various formats to users as quickly as possible. It is established to support 

the organization or individual to achieve the desired goals and objectives. One of the reasons for 

establishing Libraries is to meet both the current and future needs of the users by acquiring relevant, 

current and quality resources. Library users are satisfied when the library is able to provide quality 

resources that attract students’ utilisation. The major aim of any University library is to support 

teaching, learning and research activities of its parent institution. University libraries must therefore, 

ensure that their resources are well utilized as this is essential for the educational development of the 

students.  
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Different types of special libraries abound in Nigerian Universities, which represent different 

categories of subject specializations. Examples include law libraries, pharmacy libraries, and medical 

libraries. Medical libraries are libraries established, maintained and administered by tertiary 

institutions of learning to meet the educational objectives of the medical trainees. The medical library 

collections, upon which this study focuses, like any other library collections, are the total 

accumulation of all kinds of information resources assembled for its users.  It is also referred to as the 

medical library holdings. For the medical schools in the Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo to 

effectively run their courses, their library collections are required to meet the minimum standard as 

set by the National Universities Commission (NUC), the Medical and Dental Council of Nigeria 

(MDCN), which is the body directly regulating the activities of the medical profession in the country.   

Adequate balancing of library collections of different formats is a pointer to the quality of 

library collections. Any library that does not acquire quality information resources cannot satisfy the 

patrons’ needs. In this regard, the National Universities Commission (NUC) (2010) set a minimum 

standard for the library collections in Nigerian universities, which include: Adequacy: Books and 

Journals should be adequately provided to aid the reading and research needs of all the courses 

offered.  That is, books and journals provided should not be less than 50,000 volumes (Ifidon, 2006). 

Quality: Books and Journals provided should be of good quality.  The quality of the collections is 

considered based on the following criteria: Authors’ qualifications; renowned publishers; the 

production materials; and International Standard Book Number (ISBN), for the books and 

International Standard Serial Number (ISSN) for the journals. Currency: Books and journals provided 

should be current.  The currency in library collections is considered as follows: Books and Journals 

that are not more than 5 years old from the date of publication and acquisition to the library are 

considered as very current; Books and Journals that are between 6-10 years old from the date of 

publication and acquisition are considered as fairly current; books and journals that are more than 10 

years old from the date of publication and acquisition are considered as obsolete 

The drift in which most medical students spend 70% of their day-to-day activities in ward-

rounds while only 30% is apportioned to actual research work in medical libraries is a source of 

worry to health practitioners and stakeholders of education in Nigeria. The major reason is that most 

medical libraries lack adequate current information materials as revealed by some studies. Currency 

of information materials for instance, is very essential in promoting users’ utilisation of libraries. This 

implies that medical students may not be interested in utilising outdated information materials since 

they are not useful in their assessment and examination patterns. In addition, most medical libraries 

lack quality content to satisfy the information needs of the users such as Objective Structure Clinical 

Examination (OSCE) content, that is, the information materials that represent clinical scenarios in the 

wards.  

Worse still, most medical library resources are of poor quality in terms of scope, relevance 

and authority which may adversely affect utilisation of such materials by library users. Indexing of 

some medical library collections are still based on the traditional alphabetical methods, which may 

not cover scope of studies. Medical students may prefer indexing of the medical library resources 

based on “disease cases” such as lung cases, kidney cases, ophthalmic cases, paediatric cases, 

gynaecology cases, among others. These scopes are inadequate in most medical library collections 

which require constant up-to-date of medical library resources.  Consequently, relevant materials are 

major attractions of students to the library. This implies that any irrelevant information materials are 

not worth utilising. This impoverished quality of medical library resources has resulted to gradual 

reduction in the level of students’ utilisation of library collections, which were designed to provide 

information needs that have positive effects on the students’ learning outcomes.  

Studies have revealed that most Nigerian Universities have lost the NUC accreditations due 

to poor quality library resources which have become a problem in the society, considering the 

educational implications. This prompted great concern to educational scholars and stakeholders. 

Coupled with paucity of literature on information resources’ quality and students’ utilisation of 

medical library collection in the study area, it therefore became pertinent to ask: What relationship 
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exists between information resources’ quality such as currency, scope, relevance, content, authority 

and students’ utilisation of medical library collections in the Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo.   

The relationship between the quality of information sources and the effective use of library 

resources has been a recurrent concern in the field. Naturally, the more current and relevant the 

information materials, the greater the number of library users. Onifade, Ogbuiyi and Omeluzor (2013) 

stated that library users are more likely to utilise the library resources when such information 

resources are up-to-date. Popoola (2001) also maintained that information resources in the library 

should be relevant to the needs of the students. Relevance of library resources means that materials 

available in the libraries should be useful to fulfil information needs of the library users.  

Currency is specifically important in the sciences where new developments occur frequently. 

In the arts and humanities, currency needs to be judged as appropriate. According to Margetson 

(2002) a library user must consider whether or not the timeliness of the information will affect its 

usefulness. This implies that in all cases, there should be some indication of the date of the materials. 

If research results are given, a user must consider not only the date of the publication but also when 

the research was actually conducted. This will enable the researcher to know whether the material is 

current or outdated. Benard and Dulle (2014) stated that lack of current reading materials in most of 

the academic libraries is a major problem, constraining students from using school libraries. For 

example, in the school libraries surveyed, the authors found that there were outdated reading 

materials. This discouraged the readers from utilizing the information materials, hence poor learning 

outcomes. Obviously, it is important for information materials found in the libraries to be up-to-date.  

It is believed that an outdated material could be frustrating and may not give the expected result.  

Akinade (2000) maintained that the expectations of users are high when sourcing and 

retrieving information and when such information needs are not met, frustration usually set in and this 

may drive the users away from the library. Akande (2003) therefore noted that the utilisation of 

library resources is the goal of the university libraries as this will enable the management knows how 

best they can serve their users. Users’ study is thus, regarded as a veritable tool for the assessment of 

libraries and their services (Tsafe, 2004).  

However, literature has revealed that information availability does not mean accessibility and 

utilisation; therefore, university libraries have to market their resources and services to attract users. 

Ozoemelem (2009), stated that informed library users know that libraries have resources that are 

more comprehensive and scholarly than most web sites provide but the problem is that these 

resources are not current like that on the webs. Though users utilise the library for different purposes, 

Oyesiku and Oduwole (2004) studied on the use of academic library revealed that students use the 

library mostly during examinations period. In a study conducted by Igun and Adogbeji (2007) among 

the postgraduate students, majority of the students claimed that their main purpose of using the library 

is to update their knowledge and skills. Igun and Adogbeji stated that most library collections are 

outdated and do not satisfy the needs of the users. The implication of the statement is that currency of 

resources in the medical libraries may be related to their utilisation by the medical students. It is 

therefore, essential to know the needs and opinions of the users in order to satisfy them. In buttressing 

this point, Bassey (2006) posited that satisfying the request of users implies providing the actual 

information or services that will meet their needs.  

Ogunrombi (2003) carried out a study on appraising the status of library holdings by Nigerian 

Universities Commission (NUC), the superintending agency for the Nigerian university' system. The 

professional librarians on NUC's accreditation teams evaluated library holdings in subject disciplines 

using the following criteria: quality (volumes), students’ population (users) and the currency of 

holdings. The study details the accreditation status of subject disciplines in the first degree 

programmes of most universities were denied accreditation especial. Actually, the quality and 

effectiveness of academic programme of a university are measured in part by the quality of the 

library, which is particularly based on the currency and relevance of the information materials 

available. Since currency of information materials is of utmost importance, it is therefore suitable for 

the researcher to look into this area analytically. 
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The reputation of the author(s) or contributors is usually considered by library users.  For 

example, Anyanwu, Zander and Amadi (2006) maintained that the academic and professional 

qualifications of the authors and their reputations are usually examined by the library users. The 

academic qualifications of the authors, their position, abilities to sell their ideas to the audience are 

usually checked by students.  The knowledge of author’s reputation is very important because there 

are some authors in recent times that do not possess the necessary academic and professional 

qualifications.  Kadli and Kumbar (2011) stated that students often ask a lot of questions before using 

any library information materials such as: Who is the author or creator (who is responsible for the 

intellectual content) and what are his or her credentials? Is there any indication of the author's 

education, other publications, professional affiliations or experience in the topic written about? Is 

there a note or paragraph in the back of the book or on the jacket (cover, jewel case, or supplementary 

brochure) describing the author's credentials? Is the author's e-mail address, postal address or phone 

number provided? Has the author been cited in other bibliographies?  

Tahira, Alias and Ameen (2011) established that library users must be sure to distinguish 

between the author of the information and, if separate, the Webmaster who put it up. In the case of 

Web material provided by committees, organizations, businesses, or government agencies (rather than 

individuals), similar questions concerning the authority of these bodies need to be asked. The authors 

further stated that a library user must also be sure to consider whether information materials authored  

by corporate organisations is likely to be objective, factual and carefully researched or whether it is 

biased toward the particular objectives of those bodies or the causes, movements or agendas they 

support. Analysis of the Uniform Resource Locator (URL) provides some indication of identity of the 

web site sponsor.  

Ranganathan and Babu (2012) studied the awareness and use of library resources and services 

at Osmania University, Hyderabad. The author stated that the adequacy of library resources, 

availability of collections by renowned authors, opinion on e-resources or print sources, reasons for 

using e-resources and satisfaction on sources of information provision were the main reason for 

students’ utilisation of the academic library. In South Africa, Patron-Ash (2012), revealed that one the 

problem facing academic libraries utilisation include the lack of a national policy, dearth of library 

information materials by professional authors.  

In an empirical study by Inyokwe (2006) on evaluation of medical library collections in 

universities in south-south zone of Nigeria. Four research questions and four hypotheses were 

formulated to give direction to the study. A survey research design was used for the study, while the 

sample of the study consisted of 1578 students, which were randomly selected.  Three universities 

were selected from the seven universities in the south-south zone of the country. Percentage and Chi-

square were used in analysing the data.   

Maliki and Uche (2007) conducted a study on students’ background variables, library 

collections and utilisation of library resources among secondary school students’ in Southern 

Senatorial District of Cross River State, Nigeria. The study sought to determine the relationship 

between students’ background variables, library collections and the utilisation of library resources 

among secondary schools students in Southern Senatorial District of Cross River State. Three 

research questions and corresponding hypotheses were framed for the study. A total of 380 senior 

secondary two students were selected using a stratified random sampling technique to take part in the 

study. The authors developed a nineteen item student’s background questionnaire (SBQ) and twenty 

two item students utilisation of library resource scale (SULIRES) was utilized. The instrument had a 

correlation coefficient of 0.89 determined using test- re-test method. The design adopted in this study 

was the ex-post facto design. The instrument was administered on a sample of 380 students. The 

dependent t-test was used in testing the hypotheses.  

Ezeala and Yusuff (2011) carried out a research to discover the user satisfaction with library 

resources and services in Nigerian Agricultural Research Institutes (NARIs). In conducting this study, 

the survey research design was adopted with User Satisfaction with Library Resources and Services 

Questionnaire (USLRSQ) and structured interview as major instruments for data collections. The 
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questionnaire was administered on 340 researchers from the entire 14 agricultural research institute in 

Nigeria. The overall response rate was 73.5%. The research data were analysed using frequency 

counts and percentages. The study revealed that research library materials are obsolete. The study 

concluded that most research institute libraries in Nigeria are not satisfying the users as a result of 

lack of current information materials.  

Ogunyade and Obajemu (2006) conducted a study on library collection and students’ use of 

information resources in some selected health science libraries in Lagos, Nigeria. The objective of the 

study was to investigate the information sources (formal/informal) used by health care professional in 

Lagos, Nigeria.  Structured questionnaire, interview and observation were the methods used to collect 

data for this study. The study adopted a stratified random sampling method to select three hundred 

(300) out of four hundred and eighty (480) users using the resources in the three selected medical 

libraries in Lagos. The sampled fraction was 62.5%, while 240 users responded. Of the 300 sampled, 

240 responded (80%). Ranked in order of priorities or decreasing of frequency were: patient care 

(72.9%), studying for exams (59.1%) teaching (51.2%); Reference (43.7%); Research (42.9%); 

Studying course work (37.9%), current awareness (33.7%) and pleasure reading (18.3%). The study 

discovered that most of the health students preferred ward rounds to library visits as a result of low 

quality of books published by unprofessional publishers.  

Generally, most Nigerian Universities lost the National Universities Commission (NUC) 

accreditations because of poor quality library resources. The argument being that the utilisation of 

medical library collections by students may depend on the quality of information materials available 

in the library. This study therefore was an attempt to determine the relationship between information 

resources’ quality such as currency, authority and students’ utilisation of medical library collections 

in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo. 

 

Purpose of the Study 

Specifically, the study sought to achieve the following objectives: 

1. To determine the extent of relationship between currency of information materials and 

students’ utilisation of medical library collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo. 

2. To examine the extent of relationship between authority of information materials and 

students’ utilisation of medical library collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo. 

 

Research Questions 

1. What is the extent of relationship between currency of information materials and students’ 

utilisation of Medical library collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo? 

2. What is the extent of relationship between authority of information materials and students’ 

utilisation of medical library collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo? 

 

Null Hypotheses 

Ho1: There is no significant relationship between currency of information materials and students’ 

utilisation of medical library collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo. 

Ho2: There is no significant relationship between authority of information materials and students’ 

utilisation of medical library collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo. 

Methodology 

The design of this study was a survey design. The population for this study comprised all the 

463 registered years four, five and six clinical students in the Faculties of Clinical Sciences of the 

Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo during the 2014/2015 academic year, (comprising University 

of Port Harcourt (330) and University of Uyo (133). The sample for the study comprised 324 clinical 

students (231 from University of Port Harcourt and 93 from University of Uyo) in 2014/2015 

Academic Year.  The sample was selected using the multi-stage stratified sampling technique through 

balloting. This represents 70% of the entire population. The researcher-developed 25 item 

questionnaire, titled: “Information resources’ quality and Students’ Utilisation of Medical Library 
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Collections Questionnaire” (IRQSUMLCQ) and used for data collection.  The instrument was 

validated by three lecturers. A reliability coefficient of .73 was realised from the instrument. The data 

generated for this study were analysed using linear regression and Pearson Product Moment 

Correlation (PPMC). The research questions were answered using linear regression. All the 

hypotheses formulated were tested at .05 probability level using Pearson Product Moment Correlation 

(PPMC). 

Results 

Research Question 1: What is the extent of relationship between currency of information materials 

and students’ utilisation of Medical library collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo? 

 Table 1: Regression Coefficients of Currency of Information Materials and Students’ Utilisation of 

Medical Library Collections 

Dependent Variable: Students’ Utilisation of Medical Library Collections 

  

 In Table 1 the square of the regression index (Beta
 2

), .014, indicating the extent of 

relationship between currency of information materials and students’ utilisation of medical library 

collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo shows that currency of information materials 

contributed 1.40% to the observed variation in students’ utilisation of medical library collections in 

Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo. Thus, answering the research question 1 which asked: What is 

the extent of relationship between currency of information materials and students’ utilisation of 

medical library collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo? 

Research Question 2: What is the extent of relationship between authority of information materials 

and students’ utilisation of medical library collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo? 

Table 2:  Regression Coefficients of Authority of Information Material and students’ utilisation of 

medical library collections 

 

 

 

 

Depen

dent 

Varia

ble: Students’ Utilisation of Medical Library Collections  

 

 In answer to the research question 2, the results in Table 2 show the square of the regression 

index (Beta
 2

), as .00. This indicates that the authority of information materials made zero (0%) 

contribution to the observed variation in students’ utilisation of medical library collections in 

Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo. 

Testing of Research Hypotheses 
Hypothesis 1 (H01): There is no significant relationship between currency of information materials 

and students’ utilisation of medical library collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo. 

Model Unstandardized 

Coefficients 

Standardized 

Coefficients 

Percentage 

Contribution 

     B   Std. 

Error 

Beta Beta
 2
  

Constant 22.687 1.779    

Currency of Information Material .136 .042 .177 .014 1.40 

Model Unstandardized 

Coefficients 

Standardized 

Coefficients 

Percentage 

Contribution 

 
    B   Std. Error Beta Beta

 2
 

 
Constant 28.138 1.773    

Authority of Information 

Material 

.005 .044 .007 .00 0 
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Table 3:  PPMCC Analysis of scores on currency of information and students’ utilisation of medical 

library collections 

Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed) 

  

 

In Table 3 the calculated correlation index, r-cal, for the relationship between currency of information 

materials and students’ utilisation of medical library collections in Universities of  Port Harcourt and 

Uyo is .177 while its corresponding observed p value, p-obs, at df 322 is .001. The p-obs, .001 is less 

than .05 level in which the decision is based. This indicates that there is a significant positive 

relationship between the two variables. Hence, null hypothesis one which assumed that there is no 

significant relationship between currency of information materials and students’ utilisation of medical 

library collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo - was rejected. 

Hypothesis 2 (H02): There is no significant relationship between authority of information materials 

and students’ utilisation of medical library collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo. 

Table 4:  PPMCC Analysis of scores on authority of information materials and students’ utilisation 

of medical library collections 

Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed) 

 

  In Table 4 the calculated correlation index, r-cal, for the relationship between authority of 

information materials and students’ utilisation of medical library collections in Universities of Port 

Harcourt and Uyo is .007 while its corresponding observed p value, p-obs, at df 322 is .906. The p-

obs, .906 is greater than .05 level in which the decision is based. This indicates that the relationship 

between the two variables is not statistically significant. Hence, null hypothesis two which assumed 

that there is no significant relationship between authority of information materials and students’ 

utilisation of medical library collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo - was upheld. 

Discussion of Findings 

The findings with respect to currency of information materials and students’ utilisation of 

medical library collections on research question one showed that currency of information materials 

contributed 1.40% to the observed variation in students’ utilisation of medical library collections in 

Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo. In hypothesis one, findings revealed that there is a significant 

positive relationship between the two variables. Hence, null hypothesis one (Ho1) was rejected. These 

findings, which support Benard and Dulle (2014) who observed that lack of current information 

materials in academic libraries is a major problem, constraining students from using school libraries 

indicates that currency of information materials is a major determinant of students' utilisation of 

medical library collections. This underscores the need for information materials found in medical 

Variables                                                        ∑X           ∑X
2
        ∑XY     r-cal    df      p-obs.   Decision  

                                                                      ∑Y           ∑Y
2
 

Currency of Information Materials (X )      13495      18545   36314   .177   322     .001    S 

 

Utilisation of Medical Library 

 Collections (Y )                                         21184     19787 

Variables                                                        ∑X       ∑X
2
        ∑XY     r-cal    df      p-obs.   Decision  

                                                                      ∑Y           ∑Y
2
 

Authority of Information materials (X )   7780       15562   36265   .007   322     .906           NS 

 

Students’ Utilisation of Medical 

Library Collections (Y )                             21184     19787 
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libraries to be up-to-date to enhance students' utilisation of the library collections as this would have a 

positive impact on their earning outcomes.   

 With respect to authority of information materials and students’ utilisation of medical library 

collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo the findings in research question five indicated 

that the authority of information materials made zero (0%) contribution to the observed variation in 

students’ utilisation of medical library collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo. The 

hypothesis testing indicated a zero relationship between the two variables. Hence, null hypothesis two 

(Ho2) was upheld. This implies that authority of information materials is not a significant predictor of 

students’ utilisation of medical library collections in Universities of Port Harcourt and Uyo. In other 

words, the students value currency, scope, relevance and content of information materials more than 

the authority of information materials in their search for information. This could be as a result of the 

fact that most authors of  medical library materials do not update their publications in line with the 

digital age hence, medical students prefer information from the Internet that are current and satisfy 

their information needs not minding the author’s credibility.  This finding is in line with the finding of 

Anyanwu, Zander and Amadi (2006) who maintained that the academic and professional 

qualifications of the authors and their reputations are not significant predictors of information 

materials’ quality.  

 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations are made: 

1. Medical students should be co-opted into medical libraries’ collection development 

committees to ensure selection and acquisition of quality library resources that would fulfil 

their information needs.  

2. Librarians should incorporate the variables of the study, such as currency, scope, relevance 

and content in the medical libraries’ collection development policy to aid selection and 

acquisition of quality library resources that would attract students’ utilisation. 

3. Authors of medical library resources should re-design information materials to reflect clinical 

scenarios as such would have positive impact on the clinical students’ learning outcomes.  
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