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Abstract
The study examined the influence of parental background on qualitative girl-child education in
secondary schools in Bayelsa State. The descriptive research design was used. A sample size of
150 senior secondary school two female students was drawn from a population of 1896 female
students in public senior secondary schools in Bayelsa State. Four research questions were
posed for the study. A 16-item researchers’ designed questionnaire titled “Influence of Parental
Background on Qualitative Girl-Child Education Questionnaire” (IPBQGCEQ) was used for
data collection. The instrument was validated by experts in measurement and evaluation, Niger
Delta University, Amassoma Bayelsa State. A reliability co-efficient of 0.66 was obtained with
the test-retest method using the Pearson Product Moment Correlation. Data were analyzed using
mean. The study revealed that parental income level, educational background, marital status and
parent-child relationship influence qualitative girl-child education. Conclusions were made.
Among the recommendations made was that government should pay parents promptly and
increase their salaries so that they can provide quality girl-child education in secondary schools
in Bayelsa State.
Key words: parental background, qualitative girl-child education.

Introduction

Every Nigerian child has the right to be educated. Education is the process through which the

individual acquire knowledge, skills and attitudes so as to be useful to oneself and the society at

large Ocho (2005). The education of the girl-child in recent times has been an issue for discussion

among education stakeholders. The girl-child education according to Osaat & Legborsi (2012) is

the education given to the female offspring of the family so that she becomes a self-reliant and

functional member of the society. The girl-child at the secondary school level is still totally

dependent on her parents/guardians for care. The extent to which the girl-child can go in her

educational pursuit in life depends to a large extent on the background of their parents. This is
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evident by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which sees education as a fundamental

right of the child, and that parents have a right to choose the kind of education that shall be given

to their children.

Parental background encompasses the parental educational qualification, occupation, marital

status, income, family size, as well as parental practices and aspirations (Kim 2002). The

educational qualification for the purpose of this study has to do with the parents having First

School Leaving Certificate (FSLC), West African Examination Certificate (WAEC) or National

Examination Council (NECO), tertiary graduate or is a complete illiterate.

Onyido (2011) asserted that poor and uneducated parent lack the information needed to provide

optimum care for their children, increase the risk of children illness and childhood mortality, while

educated mothers want their children to acquire better education than they received. Parental

income has to do with the amount of money available to parents especially at month ends for the

upkeep and educational expenses of members of the family. Njoku (2009) mentioned that 70% of

the Nigerian populace lives below poverty line. This situation seems to be very worrisome as it

tends to put parents in a tight corner when faced with having to provide text books and other

schooling materials for their children. Parental income background could encourage income

generating activities such as hawking before, during and after school hours.  Telbowei (2011)

asserts that hawking could likely expose girls to sexual molestations and the dangers of contacting

sexually transmitted diseases. Parent-child relationship in terms of how cordial the relationship

between the parent and their children especially the girl child could be. It tends to look at how well

a girl-child is able to relate well with her parents, issues concerning her educational, psychological

and emotional state. Kim (2002) maintained that children, whose parents have smooth cordial

relationship with their children/wards and put them in the right track, end up achieving more in

their educational pursuits.  Parental marital status has to do with the marital state of the girl-child’s

parents. Be it a broken home either by death and divorce, or be it a monogamous, polygamous or

married but separated could cause a lot of psychological problems to learners.

Qualitative girl-child education according to Ayeni (2012) and Epelle & Akporehwe (2015) refers

to the efficient management, monitoring, evaluation and reviews of the resource inputs and

transformation processes (teaching and learning) in educational institutions to produce quality
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outputs (students) that meet set standards and expectations of the society. From the above, it shows

that the quality of the girl-child education depends to a large extent on the type of knowledge,

skills and attitude acquired as a result of her parental background. Osaat & Legborsi (2012)

maintained that qualitative girl-child education gives the girl a voice in her family, and on the

political stage. He further maintained that qualitative girl-child education protects her from

infectious diseases, sexual exploitations as well as pressures from early marriages and child birth.

In Bayelsa State, parents and guardians seem to be constantly faced with undue delays of salaries

and other promotional areas. This situation has placed parents in very difficult positions in that

they can hardly provide three square meals for their families let alone buying necessary

educational materials which now have high costs. Also, parents now seek for other means of

income rather than waiting for paid salaried jobs. Due to the wave of economic hardship parents

who have white collar jobs now have alternative sources of income like establishing small scale

businesses to make ends meet. Most of these jobs are time consuming and place parents in

situations that they hardly have time to monitor the educational activities of their girl-children.

Parents in Bayelsa State just like every other Nigerian state more often than not have the extended

family system and the girls are expected to do all the household chores before giving attention to

her educational pursuits. Parents hardly exhibit cordial parent-child relationships. Children

especially the female children hardly express their emotional, psychological and educational

feelings to their parents. They are rather bottled up and try to find solutions to their problems and

such steps mainly land them into very serious problems that often lead to poor educational

achievements. Parental background in terms of educational qualification leaves more to be desired.

Literate parents tend to set high standards for their children unlike the illiterate parents. It is against

this background that the study sort to investigate the influence of parental background on

qualitative girl-child education in secondary schools in Bayelsa State.

Statement of the Problem

The decline in the quality of the girl-child education seems to be a major concern among

stakeholders of education in recent times. It could be that the parental educational background of

the girl-child are not qualified enough to supervise and monitor their children’s educational

activities. The researchers observed that parents/guardians seem to have misplaced priorities in
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their pattern of expenditures. Educational materials for the girl-child are hardly provided as and at

when due. This could be due to the delays in the payment of salaries in Bayelsa state, experienced

by parents.  Also, the high cost of textbooks has made many parents find it difficult to buy

educational materials. They prefer to spend their finances on other issues before spending on

educational materials. This could lead to lowering of interest in the learners and making them not

to be well prepared for internal and external examinations and thereby resulting in poor

performances in schools. The parent-child relationship in Bayelsa state seems to be lacking. This

could lead to many females dropping out of school before their parents would even realize it. This

may leave them vulnerable and be exposed to the dangers of unwanted pregnancies and would lack

the basic knowledge to handle maternal and child health care. Most marriages in Bayelsa State

seem to be on the verge of collapse. Couples are hardly seen as living together. This could have

untold psychological effect on the quality of the girl-child education. Although many programmes

have been developed by the government to improve the quality of the girl-child education, a lot

more need to be done especially by the parents hence the question:  “How does parental

background influence qualitative girl-child education in secondary schools in Bayelsa State?”

Purpose of Study

The main purpose of this study is to determine the influence of parental background on

qualitative girl-child education in secondary schools in Bayelsa State. Specifically, the study

seeks to find out:

1. How parental educational qualification influences qualitative girl-child education in secondary

schools in Bayelsa State.

2. How parental level of income influences qualitative girl-child education in secondary schools

in Bayelsa State.

3. How parent-child relationship influences qualitative girl-child education in secondary schools

in Bayelsa State.

4. How parental marital status influences qualitative girl-child education in secondary schools in

Bayelsa State.
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Research Questions

1. Does parental educational qualification influences qualitative girl-child education in secondary

schools in Bayelsa State?

2. Does parental level of income influences qualitative girl-child education in secondary schools

in Bayelsa State?

3. How parent-child relationship influences qualitative girl-child education in secondary schools

in Bayelsa State?

4. Does parental marital status influences qualitative girl-child education in secondary schools in

Bayelsa State?

Methodology

The descriptive research design was used. A sample size of 150 senior secondary school female

students was drawn from a population of 1896 female students in public senior secondary

schools in Bayelsa State. Four research questions were posed for the study. A 16-item

researchers’ designed questionnaire titled “Influence of Parental Background on Qualitative Girl-

Child Education Questionnaire” (IPBQGCEQ) structured on a modified four point Likert type

scale of Very High Influence (VHI), High Influence (HI), Moderate Influence (MI), and Low

Influence (LI) was used for data collection. The instrument was validated by experts in

measurement and evaluation, Niger Delta University, Amassoma, Bayelsa State. A reliability

coefficient of 0.66 was obtained with the test-retest method and Pearson Product Moment

Correlation technique was used to establish the reliability coefficient. Data was analyzed using

mean. Responses above the criterion mean of 2.50 were regarded as variables with high

influence while responses below 2.50, the criterion mean were regarded as variables with low

influence.

Results of findings

Research Question 1: Does parental educational qualification influence qualitative girl-child
education in secondary schools in Bayelsa State?
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Table 1:Responses on the influence of parental educational qualification on qualitative girl-
child education in secondary schools in Bayelsa State

s/n Item statement
My parents

VHI HI MI LI ∑ Mean Decision

1. Being illiterate enhance
my education

30
(120)

35
(105)

15
(30)

70
(70)

325 2.17 Moderate Influence

2. Being FSLC holder
enhance my education

40
(160)

24
(72)

46
(92)

40
(40)

364 2.42 Moderate Influence

3. Being WAEC/NECO
enhance my education

80
(320)

20
(60)

30
(90)

20
(20)

490 3.26 High Influence

4. Being tertiary
education graduate
enhance my education

110
(440)

30
(90)

5
(10)

5
(5)

545 3.63 Very high Influence

Grand mean 2.87 High Influence
The result in research question 1 revealed that parents being WAEC/NECO holders and

graduates of tertiary institutions had mean responses of   3.26 and 3.63  respectively which are

above the criterion mean of 2.50 while  being a FSLC and being illiterate had mean scores of

2.17 and 2.42 below the criterion mean. The grand mean of 2.87 above the criterion mean is an

indication that parental educational qualification has a high influence on qualitative girl-child

education.

Research Question 2:Does parental level of income influence qualitative girl-child education
in secondary schools in Bayelsa State?
Table 2: Responses on the influence of parental level of income on qualitative girl-child

education in secondary schools in Bayelsa State

s/n Item statement
My parents

VHI HI MI LI ∑ Mean Decision

5. Lack of money to pay for
school uniform enhances
my education

40
(160)

30
(90)

10
(20)

70
(70)

340 2.27 Moderate
Influence

6. Ability to pay my tuition fee
enhance my education

60
(240)

30
(90)

16
(32)

44
(44)

406 2.71 High Influence

7. Late payment of exam fees
enhance my education

42
(168)

30
(90)

24
(48)

54
(54)

360 2.40 Moderate
Influence

8. Ability to buy my text
books enhance my
education

84
(336)

22
(66)

18
(36)

26
(26)

464 3.09 High Influence

Grand mean 2.62 High influence
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The result in research question 2 revealed that parental ability to pay tuition fee and buy text

books had mean response scores of 2.71 and 3.09 respectively which were above the criterion

mean of 2.50 while lack of money to pay for school uniforms and late payment of examination

fees had mean response scores of 2.27 and 2.40 respectively below the criterion mean. The grand

mean of 2.62 is above the criterion mean. This is an indication that parental level of income has a

high influence on qualitative girl-child education.

Research Question 3: Does parent-child relationship influence qualitative girl-child education
in secondary schools in Bayelsa State?

Table 3: Responses on the influence of parent-child relationship qualitative girl-child
education in secondary schools in Bayelsa State

s/n Item statement VHI HI MI LI ∑ Mean Decision

9. Parental
educational
advice enhance
education

102
(408)

36
(108)

10
(20)

2
(2)

538 3.59 Very High
Influence

10. Freely discussing
academic issues
enhance
education

86
(344)

30
(90)

14
(28)

20
(20)

482 3.21 High
Influence

11. Lack of parental
advice enhance
education

30
(120)

20
(60)

25
(50)

75
(75)

305 2.03 Moderate
Influence

12. Hardly
discussing
academic issues
enhance girl-
child education

40
(160)

22
(66)

28
(56)

60
(60)

342 2.28 Moderate
Influence

Grand mean 2.77 High
Influence

The result in research question 3 revealed that parental educational advice and freely discussing

educational issues had mean responses of 3.59 and 3.21 respectively which are above the

criterion mean of 2.50 while lack of parental advice and hardly discussing educational issues had

a mean response of 1.97 and 2.28 respectively below the criterion mean. The grand mean of 2.77

is above the criterion mean. This is an indication that parent-child relationship has a high

influence on qualitative girl-child education.
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Research Question 4:Does parental marital status influence qualitative girl-child education in
secondary schools in Bayelsa State?

Table 4:Responses on the influence of parental marital status on qualitative girl-child
education in secondary schools in Bayelsa State

s/n Item statement SA A D SD ∑ Mean Decision

13 Living in a
monogamous home
with both parents
enhances my
education.

100
(400)

30
(90)

15
(30)

5
(5)

525 3.50 Very High
Influence

14 Living with my
father alone
enhances my
education

50
(200)

10
(30)

40
(80)

50
(50)

360 2.40 Moderate
Influence

15 Living in a
polygamous home
with both parents
enhances my
education

60
(240)

30
(90)

30
(60)

30
(30)

420 2.80 High
Influence

16 Living with my
mother alone
enhances my
education

45
(180)

25
(75)

30
(60)

50
(50)

365 2.43 Moderate
Influence

Grand Mean
15
(45)

25
(50)

80
(80)

295 1.97 rej
2.78

High
Influence

The result in research question 4 revealed that living in a monogamous and polygamous home in

the presence of both parents had mean responses of 3.50 and 2.80 respectively which are above

the criterion mean of 2.50 while living with father alone or mother alone had mean scores of 2.40

and 2.43 below the criterion mean. The grand mean of 2.78 is above the criterion mean. This is

an indication that parental marital status has a high influence on qualitative girl-child education.

Discussion of Findings

The findings revealed that parental educational qualification in terms of being a WAEC/NECO

holder or being a graduate of tertiary institution has a high influence on qualitative girl-child

education. This is probably because parents with high educational qualification tend to pay
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attention to students assignments and this could lead to qualitative education. This finding is in

line with the works of Onyido (2011) who found that literate parents show more interest in their

children’s’ educational achievement, by providing necessary educational resources. They go

extra miles to draw reading time tables for their children and arrange part-time teachers for them.

He further mentioned that literate parents set high standards for their children and motivating

them with various kinds of rewards. The findings also revealed that parental educational

background in terms of being a FSLC holder or being an illiterate have a moderate influence on

qualitative girl-child education. This finding is in line with the works of Atkinson & Feather

(2000) who found that Illiterate parents show little or no interest in the child educational

achievements, struggle to buy necessary educational materials, fail to motivate, reinforce, give

rewards or punish their children on their academic poor performance.

The findings revealed that parental income in terms of having the ability to pay for tuition fees,

buy text books and other necessary writing materials have a high influence on qualitative girl-

child education. This is likely to occur as availability of books and other education materials

could promote the girl child education. This finding is in line with the works of Ayeni and

Oduyoye (2009) who found out that parental socio-economic status has been found to be a key to

students’ life both within and outside the school environment. The findings also revealed that

parental lack of money to pay for necessary school uniforms as well as late payment of

examination and other academically related monies have moderate influence on qualitative girl-

child education. This finding is in agreement with the works of Eamon (2005) who discovered

that low economic status of parents prevents access to vital educational resources and create

additional stress at home. He further maintained that poor parental care due to poor income lead

to gross deprivation of social and economic needs.

The findings again revealed that parent-child relationship in terms of parents who provide

educational advice and freely discuss academic issues with their girl-child have a high influence

on qualitative girl-child education. Also parents who fail to provide educational advice and

hardly discuss educational issues with their girl-child have moderate influence on qualitative

girl-child education. This is because good rapport with ones parents makes the child

psychologically stable and enhances student’s academic performance. This finding is in

agreement with the works of Kim (2002) who found that families with lower parent-child
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relationships end up having children with less motivational, socialization, less supervision and

consequently less academic involvement and emotional support.

The findings also revealed that parental marital status in terms of living in a monogamous and a

polygamous home with father and mother all living together have a high influence on qualitative

girl-child education. The findings again revealed that living with either the father or the mother

alone have moderate influence on qualitative girl-child education. This finding is in line with the

works of Eamon (2005) who discovered that single parenthood reduces the quality of parental

time with children; reduce supervision and monitoring of children school activities and

emotional support.

Recommendations

1. Bayelsa state government should create the enabling environment for qualitative girl-child

education by providing scholarship schemes for them.

2. Bayelsa state government should boost the income of parents through the prompt payment of

salaries and promotion areas.

3. Parents should strive to maintain family structures that would reduce separation so as to create

more opportunities for qualitative girl-child education.

4. Bayelsa state government should make adult education compulsory for all parents to improve

on their educational status, especially the illiterate parents.

Conclusion

Parental background in terms of being literate, able to pay tuition fees and buy necessary text

books, living together as one family and having cordial parent-child relationship with the girl-

child have a high influence on the achievement of qualitative girl-child education in Bayelsa

State. Government could assist parents in their efforts to improve on their backgrounds

educationally, economically, martially and maintain a high parent-child relationship for the

attainment of quality girl-child education in Bayelsa State.
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