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Abstract
The study examined the relationship between funding and sustainable goals’ achievement of
girls’ child education programme in Plateau state. A descriptive survey research design of
correlational type was adopted for the study. The population consists of head teachers,
proprietors, teachers and girl children. Random sampling technique was used to select 350
respondents from the population of 3000 in the 17 Local Government Areas in Plateau state
Nigeria. Researcher’s self-designed instrument tagged “Funding and Sustainable Goals’
Achievement of Girl Child Education Questionnaire (FASGAGCEQ) was used to collect data.
The instrument was validated by three experts in Administration and Planning, Test and
Measurement and Economic Education. The reliability index of .86 was obtained after subjected
the instrument to the test-retest reliability method and the result to spearman ranking order
statistics at 0.05 significant level. Three research questions were raised and four research
hypotheses were tested in the study. All the research questions were subjected to descriptive
statistics mean score and standard deviation. While the four hypotheses were tested using
inferential statistics like Pearson Product Moment Correlation Statistics at 0.05 significant level.
The result however indicated that there was inadequate fund for effective girls’ child education
in Plateau State. It was however recommended that adequate funds should be sourced from the
government, community participation, and philanthropist. The funds sourced should be
channelled to both capital and recurrent expenditures of the girls’ child education and that
transparency, prudency and accountability be maintained  in the management of the available
funds in Plateau State, Nigeria.

Keywords: Funding Sustainable Development Goals Achievement and Girls’ Child Education.

Introduction

Education is regarded as an important instrument for a sustainable development of an
individual and nations. For a nation to be ranked high among the developed nation of the world,
such nation must have aspired high in making education to be issue of priority for her citizens.
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As Ogundele (2008) put that no nation that toy with the educational provision for her citizens can
be ranked high among the developed nations of the world. The author however regarded mass
illiteracy as the bane of productivity and sustainable national development.

However, the Federal Republic of Nigeria (2013) had ranked education higher among
other sectors of National Economy, it should be noted with dismay that the education was not
equally provided to the citizens due to the following factors identified by Adedeji (2004) such as
poor socio-economic background, un-conducive environmental factor, inadequate funding, poor
policy implementation, poor attitude to education, cultural and religion bias and encourage
schooling among the youths. What then will be the attitude of teachers towards the development?
However, in order to enhance equity and accessibility to the Nigerian education for educationally
disadvantaged group the Federal Republic of Nigeria (1999) introduced Universal Basic
Education and made compulsory for all the children within the first nine years of Nigeria
Educational System. The Universal Basic Education also embraces the compulsory free
education provision for girls-children, Nomads, Fishermen among others with aim of providing
educational opportunities for the different categories of the people in the society.

It is important to note that despite the huge budgetary allocation to education in Nigeria
yet, the various educational or administrators do lay bitter complaint of inadequate funds for the
capital and recurrent expenditures in education. The physical structures of the public schools are
at the stage of distraction and dilapidated, many school environment look like jungles. The
quality of expected of education cannot be guarantee, the teachers are not well paid, a press
release on media, national news early this year on ‘bail -out -fund’ revealed that many state in
Nigeria are still owing their teachers their monthly salaries to the month of four to six months.
some of the reasons while a bail out funds was released to aid states. The Federal Republic of
Nigeria is also advocating for the developing girl child education programme while other sectors
are not adequately funded.

The issue that bordered the mind of the researcher is that when the sectors are not
adequately funded and there is the need to develop girl child education programme then, where
would the funds come from. This is the reason why the research work centered on funding and
sustainable goals achievement of girls child education in Plateau State, Nigeria. The research
study however investigate the issues relating to funding, such as sources, expenditure patterns,
and the adequacy of such funds that will aid sustainable development of girls child education
programme in Plateau State, Nigeria.

Statement of the Problem
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In the recent time, the clamouring for gender equality, accessibility and quality had
become emerging issues in Nigerian education. The need to educate and empower women has in
recent times become a global focus. This need has arisen out of the understanding that
empowering girl-child has far-reaching development effects; first on the individual girl child,
then on their families and the society at large. These women are on a daily basis seen on the
streets of Jos metropolis and other towns in Plateau state, hawking assorted wares, trekking the
length and breadth of the streets in the rains, sunshine and even in the cold winds of harmattan,
seeking for patronage.

In other instances, they are seen working at construction sites, not as masons or
engineers, but as labourers carrying mixed sand and cement, buckets of water and building
blocks, with babies on their backs, all in the efforts to win bread for their families. Recognisable
and measurable empowerment impacts such as the ability to read, write and numeracy, the
application of the reading, writing and numeracy skills to environmental contexts, which enable
the women to acquire vocational/trade skills that earn them a living, becoming self-reliant, and
several other gains of empowerment impact, However due to the financial predicament that
Nigeria as a nation find herself. What then happen to the issue relating to girl child education
when the programme cannot be adequately funded? The problem of investigating for this study
are the sources of funding, the expenditure patterns, the amount needed, the adequacy of the
available funds and the influence on the sustainable development of girls child education in
Plateau State, Nigeria.

Research Questions

The following research questions were raised.

1. What are the sources of funds for sustainable goals achievement of girls child education
programme in Plateau State, Nigeria?

2. What are the expenditure patterns for sustainable goals achievement of girls child education in
Plateau State?

3. What are the qualities of mechanism put in place for sustainable development of girl child
education in Plateau State, Nigeria?

Null Hypotheses

The following null hypotheses are formulated to guide the study

10H : There is no significant relationship between sources of funding and goals achievement of

girls child education in Plateau State, Nigeria.
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20H : There is no significant relationship between the capital expenditure pattern and goals

achievement of girls child education in Plateau State, Nigeria.

30H : There is no significant relationship between recruitment expenditure pattern and goals

achievement of girls child education in Plateau State.

40H : There is no significant relationship between the quality control mechanisms and goals

achievement of girls child education in Plateau State.

Methodology

The research design for this study is a descriptive survey design of a correlational type. It
is a descriptive survey because, the study investigates the existing variable of funds based on the
sources, expenditure pattern and the influence on the girl-child education goals achievement
variables like accessibility, equity and quality of the girl child education programme. The
population of the head-teachers, proprietresses, teachers and girl-children in the schools and in
the Centre for skills acquisition was used. A simple random sampling technique was used to
select 350 respondents from the 3000 population. The sample covered all the seventeen Local
Government Area of Plateau State.

Researcher Designed Instrument tagged Funding and Sustainable Goals Achievement of
Girl Child Education Questionnaire (FASGAGCEQ) was used to collect relevant data. The
instrument (FASGAGCEQ) comprised of four sections, A, B, C and D. section A which asks
about the respondent’s information consists of three items. Section B which consists of 10 items
focused on sources of funding Girl- Child education, section C elicits responses on expenditure
pattern with 6 items. While section D which comprised of 10 items deals with quality control
mechanism towards sustainable goals achievement of girl child in Plateau State. The instrument
was validated by three experts in educational management, test and measurement and social
studies education. Test-re-test reliability method was used to determine the reliability index of
.86 after subjected to Spearman Ranking order statistics testing at .05 significance level.
Research questions were answered using descriptive statistics mean scores and standard
deviation while the four research hypotheses were tested using inferential statistics of dependent
t-test statistics at .05 significance level.

Results and Discussion

The research questions are answered using descriptive statistics as follows

RQ 1: What are the sources of funds for sustainable goals achievement of girls child
education programme in Plateau State?
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Table1: Sources of funds for sustainable goals achievement of girl child education in Plateau
State, Nigeria.

S/No Statement Agree Disagreed x SD Decision
1 Commercial banks in the locality

supply trends for girl child
110 190 18.44 1.65 Disagree

2 Philanthropists donate towards the
success of girl child education

129 271 43.6 2.14 Disagree

3 The state government provides
adequate finance to girl-child
education programme

148 152 51.6 2.11 Disagree

4 The international community
encourage girl child education
initiatives and funded

188 112 44.7 2.65 Agree

5 Adequate empowerment equpiment
are provided in all the girl child
centres

173 127 36.41 2.55 Agree

6 Exorbitant loans are granted to the
individuals that established girl
child centres in the state

166 134 21.11 1.44 Disagree

7 The state government constructed
girl child education centres in all
the local government

184 116 31.17 3.14 Accept

8 Community communal efforts are
provided towards funding of girl
children education

111 189 21.13 1.61 Accept

9 Lunching for developing girl child
education programme are
constantly organized

101 199 18.61 1.63 Disagree

10 Stakeholders are involved financing
of the girl child education
programme

116 184 19.3 2.71 Accept

Table1 showed that the respondents’ opinions on the sources of funds for the sustainable
goals achievement of girls child education programme in Plateau State. The respondents rejected
most of the sources identified for effective implementation of girls child education programme in
Plateau State. The result however showed that the sustainable goals achievement of girls’ child
education programme is not adequate funded especially in Plateau State, Nigeria. The reason
being that the respondents did not agree with the identified sources of funding girls child
education programme in Plateau State, Nigeria. No wonder that Ogundele, Mugu and Yakubu
(2015) called on the community participation in the effective implementation of the girls’ child
education programme in Nigeria.
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RQ 2: What are the expenditure patterns for sustainable goals achievement of girls child
education in Plateau State, Nigeria?

Table 2: The expenditure pattern for a sustainable goals achievement of girls child education
in Plateau State, Nigeria.
S/No Statement Agree Disagreed x SD Decision
1 The available funds generated are

used for purchase of instructional
facilities for girl child education

210 90 48.6 3.14 Accepted

2 Teacher in girl child education are
adequately remunerated from the
available funds building of
classrooms are made available
from the funds sourced

86 214 21.7 1.63 Rejected

3 Scholarship are awarded to the girl
children from low socio-economic
status parents

81 219 18.19 1.76 Rejected

4 International communities provide
instructional facilities like
textbooks, and equipments

92 208 22.61 1.32 Rejected

5 Most of the physical facilities
provided for girl children are
through donations

186 114 35.17 3.10 Accepted

6 All welfare services for
encouraging girl-child interest are
provided with the funds generated

103 287 47.38 1.24 Rejected

Table 2 also answered the question relating to the expenditure patterns in the girl child
education programme implementation in Plateau State. The respondents agreed with the fact that
the issue of girls child education was not taken serious in the State. The reason being that low
expenditure pattern were made towards sustainable achievement of girl-child education
programme in Plateau State. The few available physical facilities are provided by the through
donation. The result was in line with the observation of Nwanchukwu (2014) which stated that
most of the girls are still in the street selling groundnut, fruits, food, instead of going to schools.

RQ 3: What is the quality control mechanisms put in place for sustainable goals achievement
of girl child education in Plateau State, Nigeria?
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Table 3: Quality control mechanisms put in place for sustainable goals achievement of girl
child education in Plateau State, Nigeria

S/No Statement Agree Disagreed x SD Decision

1 Welfare services are adequately
provided

105 195 41.16 1.62 Rejected

2 Both the teachers and the students
are adequately remunerated

122 178 28.36 1.36 Rejected

3 Instructional materials are used for
effective teaching learning
processes in the centres

104 196 46.38 2.43 Rejected

4 Hostels and restaurants are
provided free of charge for the girl
children

96 204 21.61 1.04 Rejected

5 Effective instructional supervision
are put in place in the girl child
education centres

110 190 24.62 1.36 Rejected

6 Community members are
appropriately educated to send their
girl children to school

132 168 22.38 1.68 Rejected

7 Girl children on the streets are
arrested to be camped in the school

118 182 41.42 1.72 Rejected

8 Qualified teachers are employed to
teach in the designated centres

111 189 24.61 1.83 Rejected

9 Girl-children in the schools are
provided with incentives

201 99 31.2 2.8 Accepted

10 Adequate management technique
are provided to enhance prudency
and transparency in the financial
management

116 184 28.1 2.1 Rejected

Table 3 also answers the question relating to the quality control mechanisms put in place
for sustainable goals achievement of girls child education in Plateau State. The result shows that
only item (9) had a mean score of 2.8 the rest mean score range from 1.04 to 2.43. However the
respondents also agree with the fact that no sustainable goals achievement without adequate
funds at disposal. It should be noted that the problems of inadequate funds at the disposal of the
girls child education programme in Plateau State made the sustainable goals attainment so
difficult, the result is therefore in line with the opinion of Durosaro (2010) which stated that
effectiveness and efficiency of an individual organization depend largely on the available
financial resources to be used for the materials and human resource provision and utilization in
such an organization.
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Null Hypotheses Testing

The following hypotheses formulated are tested using Pearson product moment correlation
statistics at .05 significance level

10H : There is no significant relationship between sources of funding and goals achievement
of girl child education programme in Plateau State, Nigeria.

Table 4: Sources of funding and goals achievement of girl child education programme in
Plateau State.

Variables n x SD df Calculated
r-value

Critical
r-value

Decision

Sources of findings 350 48.72 39.64
349 -63 .196 H01

rejected
Girl-child education
goals achievement

350 33.41 22.69

Table 4 shows that the calculated r-value of -0.63 is greater than the critical r-value of
.196 at the degree of freedom of 349 and tested at .05 significance level. The result however
showed that the research hypothesis one is rejected. It means that high negative relationship
existed between the sources of funds and girls child education goals achievement in Plateau
State, Nigeria. It therefore showed that Non-financial resource availability have negative impacts
on the sustainable goals achievement girls child education in Plateau State.

20H : There is no significant relationship between capital expenditure pattern and sustainable
goals achievement of girl child education in Plateau State

Table5: Capital expenditure pattern and sustainable goals achievement of girls-child
education programme in Plateau State, Nigeria
Variables n x SD df Calculated

r-value
Critical
r-value

Decision

Capital expenditure 350 37.21 39.64
349 .38 .196 H02

rejected
Girl-child education
goals achievement

350 33.41 22.69

Table 5 shows that the circulated r-value .38 is greater than the critical r-value of .196 at
.05 significance level. Hence the null hypotheses which sated that there is no significant
relationship between the capital expenditure pattern and sustainable goals achievement of girls’
child education programme in Plateau State, Nigeria is however rejected. It means that low
significant relationship existed between the capital expenses made for the sustainable goals
achievement of the girls child education programme especially in Plateau State, Nigeria. The
result is therefore in line with the opinion of Ogundele (2008) which stated that the major



Benchmark Journals
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF EDUCATIONAL BENCHMARK (IJEB),

eISSN: 2489-0170 pISSN:2489-4162 University of Uyo

Vol. 7(1)  2017 www.benchmarkjournals.com Page 51

problem of educational finance is the high cost of materials and inflational trends, the result
however tend to inadequacy in supply of educational material into the school system. The high
cost and inflationary trends in the county lead to the low supply of educational infrastructure
which affects sustainable goals achievement of goals achievement of girls child education.

30H : There is no significant relationship between recurrent expenditure pattern and

sustainable goals achievement of girl child education programme in Plateau State, Nigeria

Table 6: Recurrent expenditure pattern and sustainable goals achievement of girls child
education programmes in Plateau State, Nigeria
Variables n x SD df Calculated

r-value
Critical
r-value

Decision

Recurrent
expenditure pattern

350 65.11 28.38

349 .63 .195 H03

rejected
Girl-child
education goals
achievement

350 33.41 22.69

Table 6 shows that the calculated r-value of .42 is greater than the critical r-value of .195
at the degree of freedom of 349 and tested at .05 significant level. Hence the null hypothesis
which stated that there is no significance relationship between recurrent expenditure pattern and
sustainable goals achievement of girls child education programme in Plateau State, Nigeria is
however rejected. The result indicates that low significant relationship existed between the
recurrent expenditure pattern and sustainable goals achievement of girl child education in Plateau
State, Nigeria. The result was in line with Ogundele and Bello (2012) which stated that for
effective goals achievement of any educational programme, there is the need for the financial
and human resources at its disposal. However, girls child education programme in Plateau State.
There is inadequacy of financial resources at disposal made the expenses of the human resources
sustainable goals difficult.

40H : There is no significant relationship between quality control mechanisms and
sustainable goals achievement of girl child education programme in Plateau State, Nigeria

Table 7: Quality control mechanism and sustainable goals achievement a girl child education
programme in Plateau State, Nigeria
Variables n x SD df Calculated

r-value
Critical
r-value

Decision

Quality control
mechanisms

350 42.31 32.55

349 .59 .195 H04

rejected
sustainable grab
achievements

350 33.41 22.69
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Table 7 indicates that the r-value of .59 is higher than the critical-r-value of .195 at the
degree of freedom of 349 and tested at .05 significance level. Hence the null hypothesis which
stated that there is no significant relationship between quality control mechanisms and
sustainable goals achievement of girl child education programme in Plateau State, Nigeria is
rejected. It means that the low success of girl child education programme in Plateau State had
been due to the quality control mechanisms put in place by the stakeholders in education
programme such quality control mechanisms include supervision, monitoring, awards, provision
of educational facilities and equipment for operation in various Girls child education centers and
private sectors involvement in the operation of girl child education programme.

Conclusion

It is an indisputable fact that the federal republic of Nigeria had made all efforts in
providing quality education for every disadvantage groups in Nigeria including girl child.
However, from the result of the data collected and the analysis made it was noted that the
financial resources at the disposal of the stakeholders are grossly inadequate for the capital and
recurrent expenditures. The funds sourced are not adequate and that the little sustainable goals
achieved in the girls child education programme in Plateau State, Nigeria was due to the efforts
of the quality control mechanism put in place by the stakeholders in education and well-meaning
Nigeria. It is therefore concluded that for a sustainable goals achievement of girls’ child
education the three tiers of government and well-meaning Nigerian should provide adequate
funds for effective implementation of the girls child education in Plateau State in particular and
Nigeria in general.

Recommendations

Based on the data analysis and the conclusion made the following recommendations are
proffered.

1. Private sectors, philanthropists, and well-meaning Nigerian that have good will about the
sustainable goals achievement girls child education programme initiatives should be
established at every geo-political zone in Nigeria to help in the monitoring and
supervision of the programme implementation for a sustainable goals achievement of
girls’ child education programme in Nigeria.

2. Governmental agencies like Education Trust Funds (ETF), Industrial Training Funds
should be involved in the monitoring funds allocated for the sustainable goals
achievement of girls child education programme in Plateau State, Nigeria.

3. The funds sourced should be channeled to both capital and recurrent expenditures of the
girls’ child education
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4. Transparency, prudency and accountability should be ensured in the management of the
available funds for sustainability of girl child education in Plateau State, Nigeria.

The performance of the above mentioned stakeholders will aid effective utilization of the
financial allocation for the girl child education programme in Plateau State, Nigeria.
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