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Abstract
The researchers assessed the Teachers’ Use of Pedagogical Methods and Instructional
Resources in the Implementation of Social Studies Curriculum in Junior Secondary Schools in
Yobe State, Nigeria. The study was conducted using two objectives which were translated in to
research questions and hypotheses. Descriptive survey design was adopted with 5,614
population using the sample size of 200, respondents were randomly selected across the 10
junior secondary schools out of 18 junior secondary schools in Nguru Inspectorate Educational
Zone. The instrument used for data collection was questionnaire titled Assessment of Teachers’
Use of Pedagogical Methods and Instructional Resources in the Implementation of Social
Studies Curriculum Questionnaire (ATUPEMIRISSCUQ). Mean and standard deviation were
used for descriptive analysis and chi-squire was used for inferential analysis. The findings of this
study revealed that: there was no significant difference in the pedagogical methods used by
social studies teachers in the implementation of social studies curriculum in Junior Secondary
Schools in Yobe State. Hence, most of the social studies teachers are using traditional method of
teaching; and there is no significant difference in the teachers’ used of instructional ma terials in
the implementation of social studies curriculum in Junior Secondary Schools in Yobe State. It
was further revealed that; most social studies teachers are not using instructional materials.
Based on these findings two recommendations were proffered which include: Social studies
teachers need to be conversant with the appropriate and innovative teaching methods and
strategies and as well employ them while teaching social studies; and Social studies
instructional materials and resources should be made available to the schools, and social studies
teachers also need to be knowledgeable on how to make use of modern instructional materials.
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Introduction
Social Studies was introduced into the official Nigerian school curriculum in the 1960s

following its success in solving societal problems not only in Britain but also in America. This
programme of study was first introduced in Britain after the 1st and 2nd world wars in order to
appease the conscience of the citizens to respect constituted authority, submissive to their
parents, show regards to the elders of the society, help to protect public property, value the lives
of fellow citizens and contribute positively towards the development of the society. (Edinyang,
Mezieobi & Ubi, 2013).
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The national curriculum conference held in 1969 at Lagos was a major turning point in
the history of curriculum development in Nigeria and a historical landmark in the history of
education in Africa. Fafunwa, (2004), observes that it was the first national attempt to change the
colonial orientation of the Nigerian educational system and promote national consciousness and
self- reliance through the educational process. The recommendation of the national conference
according to Fafunwa, emphasized national unity, citizenship education, national consciousness,
nationalism and national reconstruction. These recommendations became the bedrock upon
which the Nigerian Educational goals were realized. The National Policy on Education (FRN
2013), spelt out the goals of Nigerian education which include; the inculcation of national
consciousness and national unity; the inculcation of the right types of values and attitudes for the
survival of individuals and the Nigerian society; the training of the mind in the understanding of
the world around; and the acquisition of appropriate skills and the development of mental,
physical and social abilities and competencies as required for the individuals to live in, and
contribute to the development of the society.

The desire to achieve the aforementioned goals prompted the introduction of more
subjects into the primary and secondary schools among which is Social Studies Education which
is the focus of this study. Thus, for the philosophy to be in harmony with Nigeria’s national
objectives, Social Studies education is geared towards self-realization, better human relationship,
national consciousness and national unity as well as towards social, cultural, economic, political,
scientific and technological progress. These are the main targets of Social Studies Education.
Ogundare cited in Babo (2015), says Social Studies programme should aim at achieving the
diverse and ever changing physical and social environment as a whole including its natural
resources, together with the rational use and conservation of these resources for development;
developing in the learners, the capacity to learn and acquire skills including not only the basic
skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing but also of developing the skills of hand
together with those of analysis and inference which are important in the formation of sound
judgment; developing in children, positive and desirable values of citizenship and the desires in
them to make positive contribution to the creation of a united Nigeria; and inculcating in the
learners sympathetic views which will enable them to appreciate the diversity and
interdependence of all members of the local community and of the wider national and
international community.

In order to effectively make the aforementioned skills a reality through the teaching of
social studies education, social studies teachers should employ the use innovative, relevant and
appropriate pedagogical methods and instructional resources. However, it seems like the
pedagogical methods and instructional materials used by social studies teachers in Nguru
Universal Basic Education Inspectorate Zone, Yobe State appears to be inappropriate, and
sometimes, instructional materials seem to be not employed at all. It is against this background
that the researchers intended to assess the Teachers’ Use of Pedagogical Methods and
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Instructional Resources in the Implementation of Social Studies Curriculum in Junior Secondary
Schools in Yobe State, Nigeria.

Statement of the Problem

Effective implementation of social studies curriculum lies on different forces and sort of
activities among which include; teachers’ use of Pedagogical Methods and Instructional
Resources. The success or otherwise of any curriculum implementation depend largely on the
teachers’ use of pedagogical methods and instructional resources. However, the extent to which
teachers carry out their duties in the use of pedagogical methods and instructional resources
determine the level of any curriculum implementation. Thus, a studies conducted by Onipe
(2004) and Abubakar (2009), on assessment of social studies curriculum on value clarification,
competence and utilization among junior secondary schools students in Kano Metropolis and
evaluation of the implementation of nomadic primary school social studies programme in
Nigeria and its implication for curriculum renewal revealed that; the teachers place much
emphasis on teacher-centered method than activity-based or student-oriented method.

In addition, it seems like the pedagogical methods and instructional materials used by
social studies teachers in Nguru Universal Basic Education Inspectorate Zone, Yobe State
appears to be inappropriate, and sometimes, instructional materials seem to be not employed at
all. It is against this background that the researchers intended to assess the Teachers’ Use of
Pedagogical Methods and Instructional Resources in the Implementation of Social Studies
Curriculum in Junior Secondary Schools in Yobe State, Nigeria.

Objectives of the Study

The objectives of the study are to:

1. ascertain the pedagogical methods used by social studies teachers in the implementation
of the social studies curriculum in   Junior Secondary Schools in Yobe State; and

2. assess the extent to which  social studies teachers  use instructional materials in the
implementation of social studies curriculum in Junior Secondary Schools in Yobe State.

Research Questions

The following research questions guided the study:

1. what are the pedagogical methods used by social studies teachers in the implementation
of social studies curriculum in Junior Secondary schools in Yobe State?

2. to what extent does the social studies teachers use instructional materials in the
implementation of social studies curriculum in Junior Secondary schools in Yobe State?

Null Hypotheses

The following hypotheses are put forward to guide the study:
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1. there is no significant difference in the pedagogical method used by social studies
teachers in implementation of social studies curriculum in Junior Secondary Schools in
Yobe State; and

2. there is no significant difference in the teachers’ use of instructional materials in the
implementation of social studies curriculum in Junior Secondary Schools in Yobe State.

Significance of the Study

The study will be of great importance to the social studies teachers of Junior Secondary
Schools who are the key implementers of the curriculum by realizing their roles in ensuring the
effective implementation of social studies curriculum. It will also provide empirical information
on the pedagogical methods used by teachers that are relevant to the teaching and learning of
social studies in Junior Secondary Schools. Quality assurance officials which involve both
internal and external (supervisors) will benefit greatly from this research work. The quality
control officials who are responsible for ensuring the effective implementation of curriculum
including that of social studies will benefit from the data collected from the research. The
findings of this work will therefore help them with privilege information on how social studies
teachers employed pedagogical methods and instructional materials in the study area among
other beneficiaries.

Methodology

A descriptive survey design was adopted to assess Teachers’ Use of Pedagogical
Methods and Instructional Resources in the Implementation of Social Studies Curriculum in
Junior Secondary Schools in Yobe State, Nigeria. According to Ary, Lucy and Razavieh (2002),
a descriptive survey design is used to obtain information concerning the current position of a
phenomenon. The population of this study consists of social studies students and social studies
teachers. The zone covered Nguru, karasuwa and Machina Local Government Areas that were
officially considered as Nguru Universal Basic Education Inspectorate Zone, Yobe Stae.
Therefore, the total population figure was five thousand six hundred and fourteen (5,614) as
shown below:

Table 1: Population Distribution

S/No Local
Government
Areas

Number
of
Schools

Students Social
Studies
Teachers

Total

1 Nguru 9 3,930 16 3946
2 Karasuwa 5 1,299 7 1306
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3 Machina 4 360 2 362
Total 18 5,589 25 5,614

Source: Nguru Universal Basic Education Inspectorate Zone, Yobe Stae (2016).

The sample size used for the conduct of this study was 200 respondents. This is based on
the recommendations of Roscoe (1975), who said that, for any study in the social sciences
(including education) the sample size of 30 to 500 suffices. Hence, the choice of 200
respondents. The simple random sampling technique was used. The sample size was distributed
as follows:

Table 2: Sample size Distribution Based on the Respondents’ Status

Students Social
Studies

Teachers

Total

180 20 200
Total 170 30 200

Assessment of Teachers’ Use of Pedagogical Methods and Instructional Resources in the
Implementation of Social Studies Curriculum Questionnaire (ATPEMIRISSCUQ) was used for
data collection. Thus, the questionnaire was designed with 20 items using five (5) points Likert
scale (using SA (Strongly Agree), A (Agree), UD (Undecided) D (Disagree) and SD (Strongly
Disagree)). After constructing the questionnaire (ATPEMIRISSCUQ), it was subjected to face
and content validation by the research experts from Department of Educational Foundations and
Curriculum, Faculty of Education Ahmdu Bello University, Zaria and Department of Teacher
Education, Institute of Education, Ahmdu Bello University, Zaria. This was done in order to
ensure that the measuring instrument has measure thoroughly and accurately what it was intends
to measure. The objective of a pilot study is to determine the reliability coefficient of the
designed questionnaire. Thus, 14 questionnaires were administered to 12 students and 2 social
studies teachers with the aim of determining the reliability of the instruments. The data obtained
from the pilot study were statistically analyzed for the purpose of reliability. The Cronbach alpha
reliability coefficient was used to test the questionnaire. The result of Cronbach alpha reliability
co-efficient was found to be 0.831. This reliability coefficient was considered adequate for the
internal consistencies of the instrument. For Data Collection, The researchers pay a visit to the
schools concerned and Local Government Education Authorities of Nguru, Machina and
Karasuwa to meet the social studies students and social studies teachers on different days to
administer the questionnaire. Two research assistants were trained for good three hours on how
to administer the instruments in order to ease the administration of the instrument under the
study. The administration of the instrument was lasted for two consecutive weeks.
Presentation of Findings
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Table 3: The mean and standard deviation scores of the respondents’ views on the pedagogical
methods used by social studies teachers in the implementation of social studies
curriculum in Junior Secondary schools in Yobe State.

S/N Items SA A UD D SD Mean Std. D.

1 Social studies teachers often use lecture
method of teaching.

89 94 1 6 10 4.23 0.98

2 Social studies teachers use to employ
dramatization method of teaching.

0 7 0 99 94 1.60 0.67

3 Social studies teachers often use
simulation teaching strategies.

0 2 24 87 87 1.65 0.72

4 Social studies teachers use to employ
demonstration method of teaching.

6 32 3 96 63 2.11 1.11

5 Social studies teachers use inquiry
method to teach social studies students.

42 23 0 59 76 2.48 1.58

6 Social studies teachers make use of
brainstorming teaching strategies

10 24 7 88 71 2.07 1.14

7 Social studies teachers make use of
individualized teaching strategies

0 2 14 90 94 1.62 0.66

8 Social studies teachers employ didactic
method of teaching

2 4 30 85 79 1.82 0.82

9 Social studies teachers use role-play
teaching strategies

0 7 0 99 94 1.60 0.67

10 Social studies teachers employ small
group  method of teaching

21 18 4 78 79 2.12 1.30

The result of the Table above shows that, the use lecture method of teaching by Social
studies teachers has the highest mean score at 4.23 with standard deviation scores of 0.98. The
result described that, social studies teachers used lecture method of teaching better than other
pedagogical methods in Junior Secondary schools in Yobe State.

Table 4: The mean and standard deviation scores of the respondents’ views on the roles of
social studies teachers in the used of instructional materials in the implementation
of social studies curriculum in   Junior Secondary Schools in Yobe State.

S/N Items SA A UD D SD Mean Std. D.
1 Social studies teachers plan their lessons
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with due consideration to instructional
materials.

42 23 0 59 76 2.48 1.58

2 Social studies teachers often use
instructional materials.

2 4 30 85 79 1.82 0.82

3 Social studies teachers guide students to
participate in class activities using
instructional materials.

0 2 24 87 87 1.70 0.71

4 Social studies teachers improvise social
studies teaching materials.

23 20 0 61 96 2.06 1.38

5 Social studies teachers interpret the
curriculum using relevant instructional
materials.

20 19 5 77 79 2.12 1.30

6 Social studies instructional materials are
always available in my school

4 2 10 90 94 1.66 0.79

7 Some social studies teachers are not
competent enough to used appropriate
instructional materials.

8 24 9 88 71 2.05 1.11

8 Social studies teachers use audio, visual
and audio-visual materials in my school.

0 0 7 99 94 1.56 0.56

9 Social studies teachers use instructional
materials to assist in bridging the gap
between theory and practice in a lesson

10 24 7 88 71 2.07 1.14

10 Social studies teachers always used
modern instructional material in my
school.

1 7 0 98 94 1.61 0.71

The result of Table the above shows that, social studies instructional materials are not
always available in the study area, the level of improvisation of teaching materials was very low
and the little instructional materials available in some schools are not being regularly and
effectively employed by social studies teachers in Junior Secondary schools in Yobe State.
Inferential Analysis

Table 5: The chi-squire analysis on items on the pedagogical methods used by eachers in the
implementation of social studies curriculum in Junior Secondary schools

N χ2 df α P-value Decision

200
84.000 36 0.05 0.658 Accepted

The Table shows that, the p-value 0.658 > α=0.05 level of significance. This means the p-
value calculated at 0.658 is greater than α=0.05. Hence, the hypothesis which says that, there is
no significant difference in the pedagogical method used by social studies teachers in
implementation of social studies curriculum in Junior Secondary Schools in Yobe State is
therefore accepted.
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Table 6: The chi-squire analysis for questionnaire items on the roles of social studies teachers
in the used of instructional materials in the implementation of social studies
curriculum in   Junior Secondary Schools in Yobe State.

N χ2 df α P-value Decision

200 94.000 36 0.05 0.366 Accepted

The Table above shows that the p-value 0.366 > α=0.05 level of significance. This means
the p-value calculated at 0.366 is greater than α=0.05. Hence, the hypothesis which says that,
there is no significant difference in the teachers’ used of instructional materials in the
implementation of social studies curriculum in Junior Secondary Schools in Yobe State is
therefore accepted.

Discussion of Findings

The first finding showed that, there is no significant difference in the pedagogical method
used by social studies teachers in implementation of social studies curriculum in Junior
Secondary Schools in Yobe State. This finding revealed that new pedagogical method can be
used to make the implementation of social studies curriculum possible and effective. Hence,
most of the social studies teachers are using conventional method of teaching. This tallied with
the findings of Onipe, (2004), Ubah and Shu’aibu, (2014) respectively, who found that the
teachers place much emphasis on teacher-centered method than activity-based or student-
oriented method and the implementation of the course contents, is mostly dominated by the use
of traditional techniques of instruction notably the lecture method to the detriment of other
instructional strategies.

Finding number two indicated that there is no significant difference in the teachers’ used
of instructional materials in the implementation of social studies curriculum in Junior Secondary
Schools in Yobe State. Based on the respondents’ view most social studies teachers are not using
instructional materials while the little teachers that are using instructional materials were mostly
used outdated, and most of the schools lacked instructional materials. This agreed with the
Kelly’s view (1999) who opined that teaching and learning resources are challenge to curriculum
implementation. There is limited procurement and supply of these resources in schools.
Instructional materials and equipment are all in short supply or may not be available at all – no
books or writing material, no science apparatus, inadequate or out of-date library.

Conclusion

Based on the research findings, the researcher concluded that:
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There is no significant difference in the pedagogical methods used by social studies teachers in
implementation of social studies curriculum in Junior Secondary Schools in Yobe State. This
finding revealed that new pedagogical methods can be used to make the implementation of social
studies curriculum possible and effective. Hence, most of the social studies teachers are using
traditional method of teaching; and There is no significant difference in the teachers’ used of
instructional materials in the implementation of social studies curriculum in Junior Secondary
Schools in Yobe State and based on the respondents’ view most social studies teachers are not
using instructional materials while the little teachers that are using instructional materials were
mostly used outdated, and most of the schools lacked instructional materials.
Recommendations

Based on the research findings and what have been concluded, the following recommendations
were made to help in effective implementation of social studies curriculum in Nigeria:

1. social studies teachers need to be conversant with the appropriate and innovative teaching
methods and strategies and as well employ them while teaching social studies; and

2. social studies instructional materials and resources should be made available to the
schools, and social studies teachers also need to be knowledgeable on how to make use of
modern instructional materials.
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