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Abstract
The study assesses the moral development of orphans in church of Christ in nations Plateau
State, Nigeria. The objective of the study was to find out if Church of Christ in Nations has
laid down policies for orphans’ moral development. Research question and hypothesis was
formulated related to the objective. Survey research method was used and a sample of 810
was drawn from a population of 1,323,550. A structural questionnaire was used to collect
data. The data collected through the questionnaire was analysed using statistical package for
social sciences. The result showed that the church have laid down policies such as periodic
organization of moral programmes like films for viewing and seminars, periodic visitation,
and the church have guidance and counselling unit under the administrative department for
general upbringing of members. The researcher recommended that the church should
establish more official policies on the moral development of orphans. This should include
provision of institutions for moral training of orphans, training of experts in orphans’ related
matters and provision of orphans counselling units.
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Introduction
Plateau State in recent years is marked by violence and security breakdown. This has

led to increase in the number of orphans together with the disintegration of families and
extended families that has been exacerbated by the death of parents as one of the major cause
for orphans’ moral decadence. Some orphans experience abject poverty due to absence of
parents or guidance that have little or no regard for the day to day running of orphans
household. These orphans have to fend for themselves and take their own decisions without
the guidance of parents or other supportive adults. Some orphans mostly adolescents after the
death of parents drop out of school to cater for themselves and their siblings. Some
defenceless young orphans are sexually exploited or even forced to marry or enter the labour
force earlier than they should. These challenges impact negatively on orphaned children,
especially in terms of their moral development (Sokopane, 2013).

Based on the above, some orphan children eventually become beggars in the streets
and engage on hazardous sexual behaviours as a means of survival. The limited response of
the state government, faith based organizations coupled with low public awareness has left
families and communities to bear the brunt of the problem. Children are abandoned to their
plight of homelessness and lack of parental diligent guidance to raise themselves. In this way
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orphans receive double jeopardy because they suffer the emotional burden of losing their
parents as well as the economic instability that accompanies that loss.

Literature Review
An ‘orphan’ is generally considered to have lost both parents, several definitions of

orphan status are widely used in the current research and advocacy literature. Maternal
orphans include children whose mother has died, paternal orphans refer to children whose
father has died and ‘double orphan’ refers to children who have lost both parents (Richter,
2009). Hashim (2010) defines an orphan as a child under the age of eighteen (18) years
whose mother (maternal orphan), father (paternal orphan) or both (double orphan) are
dead. Anthony (2008) defines an orphan as a child under eighteen (18) years who has lost
one or both parents or one parent is unknown or has abandoned and failed to provide for the
child. The Nigerian constitution (2009), defines an orphan as a child (0-17 years) who has
lost one or both parents. For this paper, Orphansare seen as children under the age of twenty-
four (24) who have lost one or both parents and are left to fend or care for themselves.

Moral development is the process through which children develop proper attitudes
and behaviours toward other people in society, based on social and cultural norms, rules, and
laws it also means a gradual development of a person’s concepts of right and wrong.
Sokopane (2013) states that moral development is the manner in which decisions and choices
pertaining to right and wrong are taken. Holmes (1993) in Sokopane (2013) defines moral
development as a point of view that contains criteria for determining right from wrong.
According to Dorough (2011) Moral development refers to the process whereby people form
a progressive sense of what is right and wrong, proper and improper. As implied by the term
development, human moral sense is commonly seen to involve a movement from simple and
finite definitions of right and wrong to more complex ways of distinguishing right from
wrong. For the purpose of this study moral development refers to the way in which orphans
take decisions and choices with regards to right or wrong, good or bad in their circumstances.

God’s care for the orphan is clearly shown in the teaching of the scriptures. In the Old
Testament, special laws were made for the Israelites urging them to care for the needs of
orphans. In the earliest law code of ancient Israel, the Covenant Code which was given to a
group of liberated slaves (Exodus 22:21-24). The Lord passionately desired the protection of
the orphan: "Do not take advantage of a widow or an orphan. If you do and they cry out to
me, I will certainly hear their cry. My anger will be aroused, and I will kill you with the
sword; your wives will become widows and your children fatherless" (Exodus 22:22). The
Old Testament shows God’s care for Orphans as seen in the law of gleaning in Leviticus 19:9
which require the Israelites to leave part of their harvest for gleanings. This is to be left
deliberately for the poor (orphans) and the aliens (Leviticus 23:22).

The legislation in Exodus 23:8 prohibits the collection of bribe to avoid perversion of
justice. For those who perverted justice against the orphans were cursed (Deuteronomy
27:19). Along with aliens, widows and orphans were to benefit from the collective tithes paid
for the welfare of the Levites every three years (Deuteronomy 14:28-29). This was a form of
social welfare package for the Levites from which the orphans could partake every three
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years. The blessings of YHWH were to be invoked as a result of their faithful obedience to
the command to bring their tithes for the welfare of the Levites, strangers, widows and
orphans (Deuteronomy 26:12-15). There are three main areas within the Torah that concern
for the poor and needy, especially orphans; remains from the harvest, the administration of
justice, and tithes brought for the Levites every three years.

The New Testament also gives concern and attention to the needs of the poor
(orphans). James says that taking care of the needs of orphans is part of “pure and faultless”
religion. James 1:27 says, “Religion that is pure and faultless is to look after orphans in their
distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world” (Dave, 2016). Therefore,
caring for those in distress (Orphans) is not optional for followers of Christ for it is clear that
God is very much concerned about the condition of the needy (Orphans). Therefore, He
demands his people to see to the plight of the orphans as portrayed in the New Testament.
This is also in line with the decision of the early Christian church to elect seven (7) deacons
to minister to the community of believers in Jerusalem and to address a concern raised by
Greek-speaking believers about their widows being overlooked in the daily distribution of
food Acts 6:1 – 8.

Moral plight is a difficult and sad situation that is against the standard of behaviour
considered acceptable and right in a society. Austin (2012) states that, moral plight is an
experience of frustration and failure in fulfilling the norms and acceptable standard of
behaviour considered as right in a society. Orphans suffer abuse and deprivation in terms of
guidance that will supplement the role of parents in their moral upbringing and as such
orphans are left to do whatever they feel like doing whether right or wrong, no one cares
(Lekule and Clinton 2013). In the same vein Andal (2014), notes that orphaned children, due
to single parenting and absence of parent diligent guidance become subject to higher risk of
dangerous sexual behaviours and pregnancy, higher chances of drug abuse and alcoholism.
Martin (2007) also points out that lack of necessary parental care and attention is the main
factor for the subsequent rise in the percentage of crime among children. The absence of
parental instructions causes orphans to develop irreversible behavioural and emotional
problems. They resort to crimes thinking that in this way they could fulfil their wishes. If not
kept an eye upon, they may revert to uncontrolled violence. Such criminal activities can only
be brought to a halt when their distressing symptoms of low self-esteem, depression,
dysphonic mood, tension and worries, and other disturbances associated with neglect are
relieved.

Klotz (2015) states that, the Church in Ethiopia is responding to the challenges of
Orphans through the effort of Bethany Christian Services (BCS) using the power of God’s
word to support Ethiopian Christians to provide loving homes for orphans. She further states
that in January, 2015, Faith to Action featured Bethany Christian Services (BCS) initiative
tagged Foster-to-Adopt programme which is working at taking children out of institutions
and place them in families that are committed to adopting them permanently. She points that
within a short period of time, the programme succeeded in placing over eighty five (85)
orphaned children into the homes of foster or adoptive parents. Klotz (2015) also reports that
the church responds to orphans crisis using the power of the word of God to support
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Christians to provide loving homes to supplement the role of parents in the moral
development of orphans.Galadima (1998) is of the view that the Church should establish a
communication line with people and should not wait for bereavement so that when the
inevitable happens, the communication line already established would make comforting one
another easier.

Some orphans, due to the death of parents are overburdened by shouldering adults
responsibilities of care giving to siblings and as such engage in immorality such as
prostitution, arm robbery, stealing and hazardous labour in exchange for food (Togom,
2009). Similarly, Hashim (2010) points out that, orphaned children are exposed to many
problems that harm them and the society. Some of them engaged in promiscuous sexual
behaviour and some are often exposed to sexual abuse, exploitation and social exclusion
leading to psychological feelings of inferiority. It is perceived that some orphaned
children particularly girls heading their homes, in order to provide care for their siblings are
engaged in commercial sex. This has caused grave consequences on their health and the
health of others. Some of them have contracted HIV/AIDS and STDs (Andal, 2014).

Statement of the Problem
The emergence of orphaned children as young as 0 – 24 years old is one of the most

distressing consequences of the death of parents due to ethno-religious conflicts, accidents,
maternal mortality, HIV/AIDS and poverty. Despite modern efforts in resolving orphans
problems geared towards provision of alternative home (orphanage) and adoption of such
children. However, only few children are fortunate to stay in orphaned home while others
that are not so fortunate are left to fend for themselves. Orphans experience myriad of
challenges such as poverty and underdevelopment due to absence of parents and proper
guidance to supplement the role of parents in their moral upbringing they are left to do
whatever they feel like doing whether right or wrong no one cares(Lekunle and Clinton,
2013). This in effect exposes them to an array of potentially harmful experiences and
conditions such as maltreatment and crimes that could predispose them to immoral
behaviours in that they become victims of addictive substances, higher chances of drug and
alcohol abuse or dietary disorders, subjected to higher risk of dangerous sexual behaviours
and pregnancy.

Based on the above it is necessary to note that statistics are scanty and more research
needs to be done to understand the moral plight of orphans and the role of the church in
moral upbringing of orphans especially in Plateau state. This is the problem that this study on
“Moral Development of orphaned children in Church of Christ in Nations” sets out to
investigate in Plateau state, Nigeria.

Objectives of the Study
The objective of the study wasto investigate if Church of Christ in Nations has laid

down policies for orphan’s moral development;
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Research Question
The study seeks to answer this research question. What are the perceptions of Church

of Christ in Nations members on the laid down policies of the Church towards moral
development of orphans?

Null Hypothesis
There is no significant difference between the opinions of pastors and members on

the laid down policies by Church of Christ in Nations in the moral development of orphans.

Methodology
The study is a survey research method. The population of the study was 1,323,550.

Eight hundred and ten (810) members of Church of Christ in Nations were randomly selected
from the three senatorial zones of Plateau State as sample respondents for the study.
Structural questionnaire developed on moral development of orphans was the instrument
used for the collection of data.

Pilot study was carried out to determine the reliability co-efficient of the research
instrument.The data collected was statistically analysed for the purpose of reliability co-
efficient using Cronbach’s Alpha method and a reliability co-efficient of 0.87 was obtained
which shows that the instrument was reliable for the study.

The analysis of data for this study was carried out based on the hypotheses formulated
and the data collected was subjected to statistical analysis using descriptive statistical
method, frequencies and simple percentages. Mean and standard deviation was used to
answer all research questions and the hypothesis was tested using two sample t-test at 0.05
alpha level of significance.

Results and Discussions
Table 1: Opinions of the Respondents on the laid down Policies of Church of Christ in

Nations in the Moral Development of Orphans in Plateau State.

Sn

Perception of COCIN Members on
laid down Policies of the church on
Moral Development of Orphans

SA A D SD

M
ea

n

R
em

ar
k

Freq.
(%)

Freq.
(%)

Freq.
(%)

Freq.
(%)

1 The church has a moral code of
conduct.

200
(24.7)

303
(37.4)

246
(30.4)

61
(7.5)

2.8 A

2 The church periodically organized
moral programmes like films for
viewing and seminars for orphans.

120
(14.8)

323
(39.9)

288
(35.6)

79
(9.8)

2.6 A

3 The Church has surveillance theme
to check the conduct of orphans

67
(8.3)

270
(33.3)

388
(47.9)

85
(10.5)

2.4 D

4 The pastors and elders of the church
visit orphans periodically to
contribute to the moral upkeep of
the orphans

234
(28.9)

328
(40.5)

204
(25.2)

44
(5.4)

2.9 A
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5 The Church makes provision for
guidance that will supplement the
role of parents of orphans in moral
upbringing.

123
(15.2)

342
(42.2)

294
(36.3)

51
(6.3)

2.7 A

6
The church has institutions for
moral training of the orphan

90
(11.1)

201
(24.8)

331
(40.9)

188
(23.2)

2.2 D

7
The church has personnel for moral
instructions of orphans

99
(12.2)

257
(31.7)

355
(43.8)

99
(12.2)

2.4 D

8
The church has experts on orphans’
related moral problems.

86
(10.6)

229
(28.3)

396
(48.9)

99
(12.2)

2.4 D

9 The Church has counselling units
for orphans

99
(12.2)

310
(38.3)

295
(36.4)

106
(13.1)

2.5 A

10 The church makes special provision
for the moral upbringing of
orphans.

126
(15.6)

264
(32.6)

317
(39.1)

103
(12.7)

2.5 A

Aggregate Mean Score 2.5 A

From Table 1 above, not all the respondents agreed that the church has moral code of
conduct for orphans but from the 200 (24.7%) and 303 (37.4%) of the respondents who
strongly agreed and agreed respectively.  Only 246 (30.4%) and 61 (7.5%) of the respondents
disagreed and strongly disagreed with the suggested notion of the item and with a mean score
of 2.8, the church could be said to have a moral code of conduct for orphans. This is affirmed
by the response to the next item in the table where 120 (14.8%) and 323 (39.9%) of the
respondents strongly agreed and agreed respectively that the church periodically organizes
moral programmes like films for viewing and seminars for orphans. The mean score for the
item is 2.6. But the respondents did not agree that the Church has surveillance theme to check
the conduct of orphans. For this suggestion, 388 (47.9%) and 85 (10.5%) of the respondents
disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively and the mean score is 2.4 which was found to
be lower than the midpoint average (2.5).

The respondents agreed with the suggestions as indicated by 234 (28.9%) and
328(40.5%) who strongly agreed and agreed respectively that the church pastors and elders
visit orphans periodically to contribute to their moral upkeep. Only 204 (25.2%) and 44
(5.4%) of the respondents disagreed and strongly disagreed with this opinion. The mean
score is 2.9 which clearly shows that most respondents agreed with the suggestion of the
item. A further attestation to this conduct is shown in item 5 of the table where 123 (15.2%)
and 342 (42.2%) of the respondents strongly agreed and agreed respectively that the Church
makes provision for guidance that will supplement the role of parents of orphans in their
moral upbringing. The mean score for the item is 2.7. But the respondents did not agree that
the church has institutions for moral training of the orphans or personnel for moral
instructions of orphans and experts on orphans’ related moral problems. These are clearly
indicated with high percentages of disagreement and lower mean scores for items 6, 7 and 8
in the table. But 99 (12.2%) and 310 (38.3%) of the respondents strongly agreed and agreed
respectively that the Church has counselling units for orphans. Only 295 (36.4%) and 106
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(13.1%) of the respondents expressed a divergent opinion on the item and 126 (15.6%) along
with 264 (32.6%) of the respondents strongly agreed and agreed respectively that the church
makes special provision for the moral upbringing of orphans. Though from observation in the
table, there is no indication that the church has an official organization responsible for the
moral development of the orphans who are members but with an aggregate mean score of 2.5
for the table, it could be said that, the respondents were of the view that the laid down
policies for moral development of orphans in the church include among others periodic
organization of moral programmes like films for viewing and seminars, periodic visitation,
moral code of conduct and provision of guidance and counselling for moral upbringing.

From the analysis of data relating to the research objective and question where the
perception of the church members on laid down policies of the church on the moral
development of orphans was assessed, it was observed that the respondents agreed that the
church have laid down policies like periodic organization of moral programmes like films for
viewing and seminars, periodic visitation, moral code of conduct and provision of guidance
and counselling for moral upbringing in the moral development of orphans within the church.
In the test of hypothesis, where the opinion of the pastors on the church policies was
compared with that of the church members, significant difference was observed. The null
hypothesis was therefore rejected. The observation of the scores reveals that the pastors
tended to have higher opinion of the church policies than the members. The findings here
contradict the report of Lekule and Clinton (2013) who point out that orphans are left to do
whatever they feel like doing whether right or wrong and that no one seems to care. The
findings is in line with the report of Galadima (1998) that the Church should establish a
communication line with people and should not wait for bereavement  so that when the
inevitable happens, the communication line already established would make comforting one
another easier. Klotz (2015), also reports that the church responds to orphans crisis using the
power of the word of God to support Christians to provide loving homes to supplement the
role of parents in the moral development of orphans.

Null Hypothesis: There is no significant difference in the opinion of respondents on the laid
down policies of Church of Christ in Nations in the moral development of orphans.

Table 2: Two Sample t-test on the Perception of COCIN Members on the laid down
Policies of the Church in the Moral Development of Orphans within her Folds
in Plateau State

Status N Mean Std. Deviation Std. Error t-value df P-value Remark
Pastors 86 2.81 0.57 0.061 4.11 588 .000 Sig.
Members 504 2.52 0.594 .026
P < 0.05

From the result in Table 2, the two groups were significantly different from each
other in their opinions on the Perception of COCIN members on laid down policies of the
church in the moral development of orphans in the state. This is indicated with an observed t-
value of 4.11 obtained at 588 degree of freedom. The observed level of significance is 0.000
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(P < 0.05). With these observations, there is sufficient evidence to reject the null hypothesis.
The mean scores show that the pastors were more of the affirmative of such policies than the
members by their score of 2.81 compared with that of the members which was 2.52. But the
two groups were in agreement that the church has laid down policies for moral development
of orphans within the church membership.

In the interview conducted using 16 respondents, the respondents were of the view
that some local assemblies have policies for moral development of orphans. Commenting on
this some of the interviewees stated that, Pastors periodically visit orphans to encourage them
to avoid participation in immoral activities such as prostitution, alcoholism, drug addiction,
robbery and stealing (Interviewee, 1, 7, 9, 10 and 12). This contradicts the view of Andal
(2014) that orphaned children due to either single parenting and absence of both parents’
diligent guidance orphans have risk of dangerous sexual behaviours resulting to pregnancy,
higher chances of drug and alcohol addiction. Some local assemblies organize periodic
teachings on moral upbringing of orphans such as film show and seminars at congregational
levels (Interviewee 1, 11 and 13). The church as a body organizes a programme once in a
year for orphans at Vom Christian Teaching Centre and it has a counselling unit under the
Administrative Department for general upbringing of members (Interviewee 3, 4, 8 and 15).
This is the view of the interviewees sampled from the six (6) RCCs from the three senatorial
zones sampled for the study.

Findings
From the survey work, the findings in this research are:

The church has laid down policies for moral development through periodic visitation,
counselling, moral code of conduct, periodic teachings and programmes such as films for
viewing and seminars.

Conclusion
The study reveals that there are many orphans in plateau state. They are hurt and

worried for the absence of their parents for their needs are not met. This impact negatively on
their self-actualization and moral development.
Recommendations

Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations are made:
1. The church should establish more official policies on the moral development of

orphans.
2. The church should establish institutions for moral training of orphans.
3. The church should make provision for training of experts in orphans’ related

matters.
4. The Church of Christ should make provision for orphans counselling units.
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