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Abstract

This study examined the adequacy of entrepreneurial education curriculum in ameliorating
security challenges in Nigeria. The study was carried out with two objectives. Two
corresponding research questions and two hypotheses were formulated for the study. The study
adopted the use of descriptive survey research design. The target population for the study
comprised of all the lecturers teaching entrepreneurship education and the final year students
offering entrepreneurship education in Federal College of Education, Zaria. The targeted
population of the study comprised of 22 lecturers and 226 students. Out of which a sample size of
11 lecturers and 113 students served as study participants, the respondents were drawn through
cluster sampling technique. A researcher made instrument tagged Entrepreneurial Education
Curriculum and Security Challenges Questionnaire (EECSCQ) containing 10 items structured
using the modified four (4) point likert scale was used for the study. The instrument was pilot-
tested and a reliability index of 0.87 was obtained which indicates a high reliability index for the
instrument. Data collected were analyzed using chi-square for contingency table, while
hypotheses formulated were tested at 0.05 level of significance. Findings revealed that there is a
significant difference in the opinions of lecturers and students on the adequacy of
entrepreneurial education in ameliorating security challenges in Nigeria; also significant
difference exist in the opinions of lecturers and students on the influence of entrepreneurial
education curriculum on students’ acquisition of entrepreneurial skills for self-reliance. Based
on the findings, recommendations were made that adequate attention should be given to
entrepreneurial development in the country through the provision of good economic environment
to encourage individual participation in business while this guaranteed entrepreneurship that
will enhance economic growth and ameliorate security challenges in the country.
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Introduction

The need for entrepreneurial education started emerging in the mid 1980s. In the mid 80s,

the Nigerian economy collapsed while youth and graduate unemployment hit the roof. There was

large scale lay off of workers and retirements as a result of Structural Adjustment Programmes

(SAP) and failed economic policies in the country. During this situation, entrepreneurship which

would have salvaged the situation but was not encouraged. Entrepreneurial education seeks to

prepare people, especially youths to be responsible enterprising individuals who become

entrepreneurs or entrepreneurial thinkers and who contribute to economic development and

sustainable communities.

The introduction of entrepreneurship programmes into the curriculum at the various

levels of education in Nigeria is a welcomed innovation that goes a long way to strengthening the

popular liberal education. It is no longer news that liberal education alone has failed to equip

recipients/youths with requisite skills and attitudes for living a productive life. It is also no news

that graduates of our institutions of higher learning have been populating the crime world due to

their inability to secure meaningful employment upon graduation. This scenario calls for the

intensification of the emphasis on entrepreneurial education curriculum to equip graduates with

occupational survival skills - to be able to identify and even create and exploit investment

opportunities that abound in the society.

The objectives of entrepreneurial education curriculum according to Paul (2005) is

expected to; offer functional education for the youth that will enable them to be self-employed

and self-reliant; provide the graduate youth with adequate training that will enable them to be

creative and innovative in identifying novel business opportunities; serve as a catalyst for

economic growth and development; reduce high rate of poverty; create employment

opportunities; reduction in rural-urban migration; provide the graduate youths with enough

training and support that will enable them to establish a career in small and medium sized

business; and create smooth transition from traditional to a modern industrial economy.

Entrepreneurial education curriculum is part of continuous process of planning and

development, that involves selection of learning experiences calculated to help in the attainment

of goals and objectives of the programme. Dike (2009) viewed entrepreneurship education

curriculum as an educational plan of action about opportunities for engagement of students to be

educated in entrepreneurial education. Entrepreneurial education curriculum in this context is
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responsible for equipping students/youth with skills, attributes, knowledge, attitudes and

behaviours required to be entrepreneur and function effectively in the society.

Youths, if not gainfully employed either in the public or private sector of the economy,

become very vulnerable to criminality such as kidnapping, rape, armed robbery and many other

social vices which are now menace to the society (Nwachukwu and Nwamuo, 2010).

Unemployment is a very serious problem facing the nation as a whole (Olusakin, 2010). The

consequence of unemployment which prevails in the country is the growth of violence, poverty

and segregation amongst citizens, as a result of education system which fails to equip its

products (graduates) with the needed skills for self-reliant in a knowledge-based economy.

Therefore, the authors of this paper is of the opinion that entrepreneurial development through

education will advance the economy of the nation and that much credence should be given to it

and ingrained with focus on profitable personal development thus translating to overall

development of the nation. This action if properly implemented will reduce the present level of

unemployment that is plaguing the Nigeria nation thus reducing the rate of violence, poverty and

segregation amongst citizens.

Review of Relevant Literature

Entrepreneurship education has been described as a formal or informal structured

learning that inculcates in students/youth the ability to identify, screen, and seize available

opportunities in the environment, in addition to skill acquisition (Sexton & Jones, 2004).

Entrepreneurship education when effectively and efficiently taught has the likelihood to

precipitate self-employment among learners and accelerating sustainable growth and

development. This is evident in the number of developed nations like Japan and America that

utilize entrepreneurial education for improving their human capital as opposed to traditional

approach of teach-and-listen approach, which is prevalent in developing third world nations

(Witte & Wolf, 2003). Besides entrepreneurship education has also been viewed as a learning

process which imbibes in the learners/students traits and competencies such as team spirit

leadership, problem solving, negotiation skills, self-direction and self-management, unlike the

traditional stereotype education, which places attention on skills and practical needs on the world

of work (Sofoluwe, 2007; Gabadeen & Raimi, 2012).
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On the other hand, Iredia (2011) averred that security challenges is wider than military

might, defense or law enforcement and pointed out other rather basic dimensions like job, water

and food security. It is appropriate therefore, to state at this juncture that a national security

policy would be of no use to the unemployed and hungry citizens that constitute the majority of

the population in a country like Nigeria. Similarly, Abubakar (2005) averred that recent

international debates have raised the need to see security challenges in the broader sense as "the

struggle to secure the most basic necessities of life such as food, fuel, medicine and shelter". This

broader view of security challenge from the perspective of human physiological needs is

important for the attainment of physical and national security and overall peace and

development, as social unrest arising from the absence of such basic-human security can indeed

lead to security problems and conflicts.

Apart from the socio-economic security challenges, Abubakar (2005) identified some of

the major security challenges confronting the nation to include political and electioneering

conflicts, ethno-religious crises, ethnic militias, boundary disputes, cultism, criminality and

organized crimes. In the same vane, Oshio (2009) opined that Nigeria is today plagued with

social disorder, insecurity, poverty, illiteracy, balance of payment deficit, poor health statistics,

ethnic and religious conflicts, corruption, crime and criminality and political crises. All these

mean that we are very insecure in terms of human wellbeing. The problems, individually and

collectively constitute threats to the peace, security and development of the country. Invariably,

they have implications for the continuity and survival of the nation's nascent democracy and

economy. In view of this background, entrepreneurial education according to Obanya (2016);

Odumike and Amoda (2009) offers a solution by preparing people, particularly youth to be

responsible and enterprising individuals, who become entrepreneurs or entrepreneurial thinkers

by amercing them in a real life learning experiences where they can take risk, manage the result

and learn from the outcomes. Therefore, this study is designed to determine the adequacy of

entrepreneurial education curriculum in ameliorating security challenges in Nigeria.

Objectives of the Study

The study was carried out with the objectives to:

1. determine the adequacy of entrepreneurial education in ameliorating security challenges

in Nigeria.
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2. assess the influence of entrepreneurial education curriculum on students’ acquisition of

entrepreneurial skills for self-reliance.

Research Questions

The following research questions were formulated for the study:

1. What is the adequacy of entrepreneurial education in ameliorating security challenges in

Nigeria?

2. What influence does entrepreneurial education curriculum have on students’ acquisition

of entrepreneurial skills for self-reliance?

Null Hypotheses

Based on the stated objectives and research questions the following hypotheses were

tested:

Ho1 There is no significant difference in the opinions of lecturers and students on the

adequacy of entrepreneurial education in ameliorating security challenges in Nigeria.

Ho2 There is no significant difference in the opinions of lecturers and students on the

influence of entrepreneurial education curriculum on students’ acquisition of

entrepreneurial skills for self-reliance.

Methodology

Descriptive survey design was used in conducting the study. The design was considered

suitable because it enables the researcher to understand the social phenomenon from the

participants’ perspective. It constitutes the most convenient way to obtain real facts and figures

needed, in which the results of the analyses were used for decision making and generalization.

The population for the study comprised of lecturers teaching entrepreneurship education

and the final year students offering entrepreneurship education in Federal College of Education,

Zaria, Kaduna State. The targeted population of the study comprised of twenty two (22) lecturers

and two hundred and twenty six (226) students. Out of which a sample size of 11 lecturers and

113 students representing 50% served as study participants, the respondents were drawn through

cluster sampling technique.
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A researcher made instrument tagged Entrepreneurial Education Curriculum and Security

Challenges Questionnaire (EECSCQ) containing 10 items structured using the modified four (4)

point likert scale of Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree and Strongly Disagree with the ratings of 4,

3, 2, and 1 was used for the study. The instrument had two sections. Section A was the Bio-data.

Section B contains items structured in line with the research questions. The instrument was pilot-

tested and a reliability index of 0.87 was obtained which indicates a high reliability index for the

instrument.

The questionnaire was administered personally on the respondents which afforded the

researcher a higher percentage return of properly completed questionnaires. Data collected were

analyzed using chi-square for contingency table, while hypotheses formulated were tested at 0.05

level of significance.

Results

The summary of the analyses and results of the data collected for the study are presented

as follows:

Research Question One: What is the adequacy of entrepreneurial education in ameliorating
security challenges in Nigeria?
Table 1: Summary of descriptive analysis on the adequacy of entrepreneurial education in

ameliorating security challenges in Nigeria
S/
N

Item Statement SA A D SD Mean SD

1. Entrepreneurial education reduce
high rate of poverty; create
employment opportunities.

98 06 18 02 2.58 1.84

2. Entrepreneurial education can
stimulate youth empowerment,
peaceful society and economic
development.

100 07 13 04 4.52 1.10

3. Entrepreneurial education provided
students with adequate knowledge
on how to run some small scale
ventures such as pure water
production, snacks making and so
on.

64 02 23 35 3.23 1.84
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4. Entrepreneurial offer functional
education for the youth that will
enable them to be self-employed
and self-reliant.

82 11 09 22 2.82 1.64

5. Entrepreneurial education provide
the graduate youth with adequate
training that will enable them to be
creative and innovative in
identifying novel business
opportunities.

41 50 03 30 4.36 1.80

Source: Field Study, 2016.

Table 1 shows the opinion rate of lecturers and students as they agreed with the fact that

entrepreneurial education can stimulate youth empowerment, peaceful society and economic

development with detail showing that 100 of the respondents strongly agreed with the item with

7 that agreed against 13 disagreed and 26 that strongly disagreed with the highest mean response

of 4.521. This goes to show that entrepreneurial education provide the graduate youth with

adequate training that will enable them to be creative and innovative in identifying novel

business opportunities. Details revealed that 41 of the respondents strongly agreed and 50 of

them agreed with the item while 3 disagreed and 30 strongly disagreed with the highest mean

response of 4.357. This signifies that the programme needs to be properly taught in schools to be

in tune with recent happening in the society.

Research Question Two: What influence does entrepreneurial education curriculum have on
students’ acquisition of entrepreneurial skills for self-reliance?

Table 2: Summary of descriptive analysis on the influence of entrepreneurial education
curriculum on students’ acquisition of entrepreneurial skills for self-reliance

S/
N

Item Statement SA A D SD Mea
n

SD

1. Curriculum of entrepreneurial
education provides students with
vocational skills, needed to set up
a proper business plans on
graduation.

29 49 01 45 1.916 .81808

2. Curriculum of entrepreneurial
education emphasis on skill-
acquisition and sound scientific
knowledge, that enable students to
use their hands and machine for
the purpose of production,

11 82 22 09 3.858 1.2260
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maintenance and self-reliance.

3. Skills in curriculum of
entrepreneurial education are in
line with the requirements to
function effectively in the
technology era.

100 04 13 07 2.818 1.6496

4. Curriculum of entrepreneurial
education promotes entrepreneur
skills and entrepreneurial vision of
students for self employment.

92 15 04 13 4.357 1.0679

5. The nature of training provided to
students in promotes students’
entrepreneurs vision, to start new
venture and develop potentiality to
succeed in business organisation.

06 32 46 40 1.848 .62672

Source: Field Study, 2016.

Based on the descriptive analysis on table 2, majority of the respondents numbering 92 strongly

agreed with highest mean response of 4.357 are of the opinion that curriculum of entrepreneurial

education promotes entrepreneur skills and entrepreneurial vision of students for self

employment. In addition, the second highest mean response of 3.858 revealed that the curriculum

of entrepreneurial education emphasis on skill-acquisition and sound scientific knowledge, that

enable students to use their hands and machine for the purpose of production, maintenance and

self-reliance. This is because 11 of the respondents strongly agreed and 82 of them agreed

compare with 22 that disagreed and 9 that strongly disagreed with this notion.

Hypothesis One: There is no significant difference in the opinions of lecturers and students on
the adequacy of entrepreneurial education in ameliorating security challenges in Nigeria.

Table 3: Summary of Chi-square (X2) statistics on the opinions of lecturers and students
on the adequacy of entrepreneurial education in ameliorating security challenges
in Nigeria

Respondents N X Std. Dev CalX2 df  CriticalX2 Decision

Lecturers 11 5.769 3.491 9.496 4 0.05 5.442 Rejected

Students 113 34.160 12.720
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Table 3 presents the result of the non-parametric statistics where P< 0.05 due to the fact that X2

calculated (9.496) is greater than X2 critical (5.442), this means that there is a significant

difference in the opinions of lecturers and students on the adequacy of entrepreneurial education

in ameliorating security challenges in Nigeria. Therefore, the null hypothesis which states that

there is no significant difference in the opinions of lecturers and students on the adequacy of

entrepreneurial education in ameliorating security challenges in Nigeria was rejected.

Hypothesis Two: There is no significant difference in the opinions of lecturers and students on
the influence of entrepreneurial education curriculum on students’ acquisition of entrepreneurial
skills for self-reliance.

Table 4: Summary of Chi-square (X2) statistics on the opinions of lecturers and students
on the influence of entrepreneurial education curriculum on students’
acquisition of entrepreneurial skills for self-reliance

Respondents N X Std. Dev CalX2 df  CriticalX2 Decision

Teachers 11 13.192 4.322 5.827 9 0.05 3.246 Rejected

Students 113 16.403 3.752

Table 4 shows the result of non-parametric statistics test, where P< 0.05 due to the fact that X2

calculated (5.827) is greater than X2 critical (3.246), this means that there is a significant

difference in the opinions of lecturers and students on the influence of entrepreneurial education

curriculum on students’ acquisition of entrepreneurial skills for self-reliance. Hence, the null

hypothesis which states that there is no significant difference in the opinions of lecturers and

students on the influence of entrepreneurial education curriculum on students’ acquisition of

entrepreneurial skills for self-reliance was rejected.

Discussion of Findings

Table 3 presents the result of the non-parametric statistics where P< 0.05 due to the fact

that X2 calculated (9.496) is greater than X2 critical (5.442), this means that there is a significant

difference in the opinions of lecturers and students on the adequacy of entrepreneurial education

in ameliorating security challenges in Nigeria. Therefore, the null hypothesis which states that

there is no significant difference in the opinions of lecturers and students on the adequacy of

entrepreneurial education in ameliorating security challenges in Nigeria was rejected. This result

is consistent with the assertions of Obanya (2016); Odumike and Amoda (2009) who posits that
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entrepreneurial education offers a solution to security challenges in the nation by preparing

people, particularly youth to be responsible and enterprising individuals.

Findings on table 4 shows the result of non-parametric statistics test, where P< 0.05 due

to the fact that X2 calculated (5.827) is greater than X2 critical (3.246), this means that there is a

significant difference in the opinions of lecturers and students on the influence of entrepreneurial

education curriculum on students’ acquisition of entrepreneurial skills for self-reliance. Hence,

the null hypothesis which states that there is no significant difference in the opinions of lecturers

and students on the influence of entrepreneurial education curriculum on students’ acquisition of

entrepreneurial skills for self-reliance was rejected. This finding is in line with the views of

Osakwe (2011); Nwogu, Owhondah and Aleru (2013) who contended that entrepreneurial

education curriculum influences students’ acquisition of entrepreneurial skills for self-reliance.

Conclusion

Based on the result of this study, it is concluded that the spate of kidnapping, armed

robbery, terrorism, child abuse and trafficking, which is an aftermath of unemployment, poverty,

greediness and untruthfulness of political office holders can greatly be reduced by engaging

youths of Nigeria with adequate entrepreneurial education which provide the graduate youth with

adequate training that will enable them to be creative and innovative in identifying novel

business opportunities. It can also be concluded that the curriculum of entrepreneurial education

emphasis on skill-acquisition and sound scientific knowledge, that enable students to use their

hands and machine for the purpose of production, maintenance and self-reliance.

Recommendations

Based on the findings from this study, recommendations were made that:

1. Adequate attention should be given to entrepreneurial development in the country

through the provision of good economic environment to encourage individual

participation in business while this guaranteed entrepreneurship that will enhance

economic growth and ameliorate security challenges in the country.

2. Curriculum of entrepreneurial education needs an in-depth review. This would enable the

graduates respond to social goals, economic realities and future life challenges. This

should be done by selecting contents that are consistent with emergent and anticipated

needs of the society.
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